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GAMBIA, The 

 
GIVE THANKS 

 
There is 
religious 

freedom and 
amicable 

relationships 
between Islam 

and 
Christianity. 

 

PRAY FOR: 

 

Straddling the Gambia River, the Republic of The Gambia is the smallest 
country in mainland Africa. Inhabited by numerous ethnic groups and a 
part of various West African kingdoms before its colonization, Gambia was 
fused together with present-day Senegal to form Senegambia, the first 
British colony in Africa. Gambia became a self-governed nation in 1963 and 
gained full independence in 1965. 
  
Gambia is considered a "melting pot" of West African ethnic groups who 
generally live in harmony with one another. Eighty percent of the 
population are subsistence farmers, many of whom are women. Gambian 
law supports gender equality, but it is a patrilineal society, mainly among 
the Muslims. Polygamy is also very prevalent. Major social issues within 
Gambian society include poverty, disease, and lack of economic 
development.  There are no government programs in place for the poor or 
disabled, and they are usually forced to beg. Malaria, blindness, and other 
illnesses ail the population, and the nation is one of the poorest in the 
world. 
  
Ninety percent of the Gambia population is Muslim, but there is some 
religious freedom and tolerance. Christians, mostly Protestant, make up 5% 
of the population. Ministries are needed to reach the non-Christian 
majority, but many Gambian believers are not motivated to evangelize to 
their Muslim countrymen. Gambians are known for being soft-spoken and 
tend to avoid conflict, so many of the Muslims are more tolerant of 
Gambian Christians, and persecution is lower than in most surrounding 
nations. Nominalism is affecting the church, and even though they have 
access to spiritual teaching, they are not fully receiving the message and 
growing in their faith. Discipleship and leadership training are needed in 
order to effectively reach those living in isolated areas and to motivate 
believers to witness to their fellow Gambians. 
 

 Islam is dominant! Pray for continued ability to minister to all peoples and for Christians to take 
advantage of the religious freedom to share and demonstrate the gospel. 

 Pray for unhampered and accurate translation work for many languages with no Bible. 

 Pray for missionaries who will leave urban Gambia to travel upriver to unreached tribes. Pray for 
Gambians to have a vision to reach their own people; pray for wisdom in knowing how to 
support those who do move into more isolated areas.  

 Pray that the indigenous Church might be set free by the Holy Spirit from the restraints of fear 
and lack of confidence; 

 Pray that Christians might minister powerfully and effectively to their fellow Gambians. 
 

 

http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.operationworld.org/alge
http://www.prayercast.com/gambia.html
http://www.prayercast.com/gambia.html
http://www.prayercast.com/gambia.html
http://www.prayercast.com/gambia.html
http://www.prayercast.com/gambia.html
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Missionary work was pioneered by Anglicans and Methodists and mostly confined to the Aku (Creole-
speaking descendants of freed slaves in Banjul). Nominalism is a challenge in most denominations, 
although the ministries of the above and of the Mennonites have had a valuable impact in development, 
education and medical work, especially among the Jola and Manjako. Many newer ministries from 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Liberia and Cameroon have recently started. These have greatly added to 
the harvest force and the vitality of church and mission efforts. In all cases, the nominal Christian 
population receives much more spiritual attention than the unreached Muslim majority.  

 Pray for effective ministry of expatriate Christian groups in demonstrating the good news.  

 Pray also for nominal Christians to discover a genuine life in Jesus. 
 
 
 
 

THE UNREACHED 

 JOSHUA 

PROJECT 
Although there may be a few believers or even a few churches, they are a people 
group among which there is no indigenous community of believing Christians with 
adequate numbers and resources to evangelize their own people group. 

A total of 16 People Groups are Unreached –  

1,750,000 (84,00% of population) people who have limited or NO access to the 
Gospel. 
 

The largest groups of unreached in Gambia are the Mandika, Fulani, Jola, 
Wolof, Serahule and Serr. 

 

In 2013, now-exiled former President Jammeh withdrew The Gambia country from 
the Commonwealth. At the end of 2017, The Gambia applied to re-join the global 
body led by the UK. The Gambian foreign minister said, “The decision to withdraw 
The Gambia was not made in consultation with the National Assembly, general 
public or government institutions that benefited from The Gambia’s relations with 
the Commonwealth.” Truly a new era is taking place in The Gambia. Pray that it 
might also be a new era for the extension of God’s Kingdom in the nation (The 
Bible, Daniel 2:44). 

 DAY 31 of PRAYING THROUGH THE WINDOW 

 

https://joshuaproject.net/countries/GA
https://joshuaproject.net/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+2:44&version=ESV
http://win1040.com/
https://www.1040windowreporter.com/copy-of-day-31
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 REDEMPTIVE GIFTS OF THE NATION 
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GLOBAL PRAYER 
RESOURCE NETWORK 

 

http://www.globalprn.com/
http://www.globalprn.com/

