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MAURITANIA 

 
GIVE THANKS 

 
 

In spite of 
severe 

persecution, 
many Muslims 
are getting to 
know Jesus. 

 
 

PRAY FOR: 

 

Made up entirely of Sahara desert and bordering the Senegal River, 
Mauritania comes from the Latin word "Mauretania", which means 
"west."  The African nation was founded to create an alliance between 
France and the Arab-Berber theocracy and to connect French black West 
African colonies with Algeria in the north. Mauritania became independent 
from France in 1960 and is now a multi-party democracy under the 2006 
constitution. 
  
Mauritania has many rich fishing zones along the Atlantic coast, but the 
nation is not self-sufficient. It is both one of the least industrialized nations 
and one of the largest recipients of foreign aid in the world, though the 
recent discovery of oil may in time bring wealth to the nation. As the last 
nation in the world to abolish slavery in 1981, an estimated 10-20 percent 
of the population still lives in bondage, a fact the Mauritanian government 
vehemently denies. Criminal punishment has only been legal since 2007, 
and so far, only one slave owner has been prosecuted. Anti-slavery activists 
and others who try expose the ongoing issue have been jailed and tortured 
in order to silence them. The lighter skinned Arabs - White Moors - are 
generally slave owners while the darker skinned Arabs, or Black Moors, are 
the slaves. 
  
Mauritania is an Islamic Republic and the Mauritanian constitution states 
that Islam is the religion of the people and the state. Mauritanians believe 
they are the most Islamic state on the continent and that their mission is to 
spread Islam throughout black Africa. There are laws against preaching the 
Gospel, and the vast majority are unreached. The Black Moors and the 
nomads are among the hardest to reach with the Gospel. Believers in 
Mauritania are few and far between and have been persecuted and 
ostracized by both their families and tribes. This small remnant (0.25% of 
the population) needs courage to continue to stand up for their beliefs. 
 
 

 Mauritania is one of the world’s neediest countries. One-third of children face chronic malnourishment, 
and many families struggle to afford basic necessities.  
Pray for political stability and wisdom for the government to enable revenues from Mauritania’s natural 
resources to benefit the poor. 

 Political issues are historical and highly charged, although the elected government is widely seen as 
progressing forward. Despite slavery being illegal, allegations of slavery persist, and thousands are 
thought to live in such circumstances.  
Pray for justice for all who have been oppressed. 

 Pray for the Word of God to be preached among Mauritanians in their heart language. 

 Pray for God’s mercy in the wake of severe drought and a poor economy that plagues the people. 

 Pray for Christ’s freedom to be understood by those suffering under the bondage of slavery. 
 

 

http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.operationworld.org/alge
http://www.prayercast.com/mauritania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/mauritania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/mauritania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/mauritania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/mauritania.html
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THE UNREACHED 

 JOSHUA 

PROJECT 
Although there may be a few believers or even a few churches, they are a people 
group among which there is no indigenous community of believing Christians with 
adequate numbers and resources to evangelize their own people group. 

A total of 15 People Groups are Unreached –  

4,230,000 (99,9% of population) people who have limited or NO access to the 
Gospel. 
 

Pray for Godly indigenous leadership to develop. 

Pray for seekers to encounter Jesus and that any who follow Him might be 
courageous in the faith 

 

OPEN 

DOORS 
 

#47  
on the Open Doors WWL of countries who face the worst Christian 

persecution. 

 

With the growth of Islamic extremism in the country, many Christians are forced to live out 
their faith in secret. Persecution is most severe for those who convert from Islam. The 
country is dominated by Muslim beliefs. Becoming a Christian means more than just social 
rejection – believers lose their status and their citizenship. The country’s law allows for 
punishing a convert from Islam by death if that person does not recant their new faith 
within three days. 
The Catholic Church is the only ‘legal’ form of Christianity in the country, but it is heavily 
monitored and restricted. The Church is forced to be invisible and operate in the shadows 
of society. 
Mauritania is one of the poorest countries in the world. Access to community resources is 
essential to keep families afloat. In rural areas Christians don’t have access to things that 
can meet their basic needs. Their communities don’t offer them any help and families are 
disconnected from society. Finding employment is difficult and getting an education almost 
impossible. Christian children are harassed at school – discriminated against for their faith. 
The education system is very Islamic, making it difficult and confusing to grow as a believer. 
It is basically impossible to be a Christian and part of society at the same time. 

 

 

In Mauritania every Muslim, man or woman, who ridicules or insults Allah, his 
messenger, his teachings, or any of his prophets, even if he/she repents, is given 
the death penalty.  

Pray that even with Mauritania strengthening its law criminalizing apostasy 
and blasphemy against Islam and Mohammed that local Muslims would 
seek to know the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Pray that there will be a growing freedom of religion as people seek 
answers outside of Islam (The Bible, John 14:6). 

 

 DAY 1 of PRAYING THROUGH THE WINDOW 

 

https://joshuaproject.net/countries/MR
https://joshuaproject.net/
https://www.opendoors.org.za/
https://www.opendoors.org.za/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/mauritania/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A6&version=NIV
http://win1040.com/
https://www.1040windowreporter.com/copy-of-day-1
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 REDEMPTIVE GIFTS OF THE NATION 
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GLOBAL PRAYER 
RESOURCE NETWORK 

 

http://www.globalprn.com/
http://www.globalprn.com/

