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TANZANIA 

 
GIVE THANKS 

 
Thank God for 

growth of 
evangelical 
population. 

 
Praise God for 

the 
commitment to 

plant new 
Churches and 

the good fruit it 
has born 

 

PRAY FOR: 

 

The Republic of Tanzania on the east coast of Africa has a strong sense of 
nationalism that has enabled its people to live peacefully for over 20 years. 
Historical and cultural factors, the dominant Swahili language, and a 
successful political plan for independence have contributed to its stability. 
Bordered by eight countries, Tanzania has the highest peak in Africa, Mt. 
Kilimanjaro, and it shares three of Africa’s largest lakes. The abundant 
wildlife in the Serengeti attracts many tourists as well.  The “spice islands” 
of the Zanzibar archipelago off the eastern coast brought a strong Arabic 
influence on Tanzania as the republic was formed in 1964. 
  
Attempts to socialize the mostly agricultural economy after independence 
met with little success. With 80% of the workforce in farming and 85% of 
Tanzania’s exports from agriculture, the economy suffered, and over one-
third of the population now lives below the poverty line. Tanzania has one 
of the smallest industrial sectors in Africa with aging transportation, 
communication, and power infrastructures inhibiting growth as 
well.  HIV/AIDS and an influx of refugees fleeing conflicts in neighboring 
countries have both negatively impacted the economy.    
  
Religious freedom is thought to be one of the motivating factors in 
Tanzania’s peaceful history.  With over one half of the population Christian 
and one third Muslim (99 % in Zanzibar), actively religious communities 
have existed with little conflict.  This is changing with increased internal 
Muslim conflicts, which have also prompted conflicts with Christians. 
Witchcraft, the occult, and superstitious spiritual practices are becoming 
part of even the mainline religions.  Many churches lack the trained mature 
leaders needed to shepherd and teach sound Biblical truths - exposing 
syncretism and heresy - to both established and newly planted Christian 
communities. 

 Tanzania shelters over 1 million refugees from other nations.  It serves as a base for Christian 
ministry in the region.  Pray the government will be bold to confront evil (spiritual superstition, 
occultism etc.) and wise to bring community harmony and religious freedom. 

 Pray for Church leaders to have opportunities to receive Bible training and personal 
development. 

 Widespread poverty is a challenge and an opportunity.  Pray for schools, hospitals, roads, 
drinking water and agriculture.   

 Pray for Mission Aviation Fellowship who transport Christian workers where no roads are 
available.  

 

 

http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.operationworld.org/alge
http://www.prayercast.com/tanzania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/tanzania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/tanzania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/tanzania.html
http://www.prayercast.com/tanzania.html
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Growth in the mainline Churches has been good but sporadic. Renewal movements in Lutheran, 
Anglican and Catholic churches bring life to traditional congregations; most of the bishops are 
evangelical. Some problems that limit further growth in numbers and spirituality are: 
 

 Extensive areas where churches have stagnated and where many potentially open villages 
remain unreached. The need is great for more evangelists and church planters. 

 African worship patterns, choirs and collections combined with Western cultural forms have 
taken priority over biblical teaching. 

 Swahili is used in fully 96% of church services even though it is not the heart language of the 
majority. Pray for the development of songs, teaching and resources in the first languages of all 
Tanzania’s peoples. 

 AIDS continues to spread and affect many. It has now afflicted over 1.7 million (8.8% of the 
population) and orphaned over one million children. Tanzania’s social fabric and economic 
structure are deeply affected. There are several initiatives led by religious and church 
communities for prevention, counselling and care. Pray for these programmes to be followed 
through and to have a powerful positive impact. 

 The Pentecostal movement has flourished in the last 20 years and is the fastest growing 
segment of Christianity. Although the origins of many of these groups are foreign, good use of 
outreach tools combined with spiritual fervency have seen Pentecostalism grow and take root in 
Tanzanian culture. Pray for continued growth, increased maturity and unity between 
Pentecostals and other evangelicals – essential if the church is to impact Muslims and animists in 
the nation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE UNREACHED 

 JOSHUA 

PROJECT 
Although there may be a few believers or even a few churches, they are a people 
group among which there is no indigenous community of believing Christians with 
adequate numbers and resources to evangelize their own people group. 

A total of 29 People Groups are Unreached –  

5,125,000 (9,00% of population) people who have limited or NO access to the 
Gospel. 
Great growth among Christians must not obscure the real needs.  People of the 
coast, Zanzibar and some southern provinces are largely or almost entirely Muslim.  
Pray specifically for 

The original Swahili people who are almost all Muslim 

The Muslim people of coastal regions 

The Inland peoples 

The people on the Mozambique border 

The South Asian community 
 

https://joshuaproject.net/countries/AG
https://joshuaproject.net/
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 REDEMPTIVE GIFTS OF THE NATION 
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GLOBAL PRAYER 
RESOURCE NETWORK 

 

http://www.globalprn.com/
http://www.globalprn.com/

