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Dear Praying Friends,
We haven’t focused an entire month of prayer for 
Jammu and Kashmir since June, 1998. I have meant 
to have us pray for Jammu and Kashmir for years, 
but there are many needs in South Asia, so we have 
overlooked this relatively sparsely populated state. 
We will make up for that lapse by praying for the 
Muslims this month and the Buddhists and Hindus 
next month. Kashmir is predominantly Muslim, 
and Jammu is predominantly Hindu and Buddhist. 
Together they form the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Often we just call it Kashmir.
Much is the same as it was in 1998. India, Pakistan, 
and China have claimed portions of this land. There 
is a constant conflict between Muslim Pakistan and 
Hindu India over this Muslim-majority Indian state, 
and no solution will be acceptable to both sides. So the 
skirmishes go on and on. Therefore, our Bible verses 
will focus on peace. Each Bible verse will lead  
us into prayer for the peace that has eluded Jammu 
and Kashmir.
In Christ,

Keith Carey, editor-in-chief, GPD
Keith.carey@frontierventures.org
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KAWATO

WHY PEACE ELUDES 
INDIA’S ONLY MUSLIM-
MAJORITY STATE

There are states 
in India with a 

Christian majority, but 
only one has a Muslim 
majority: Jammu and 
Kashmir. Over 75 percent 
of the population is 
Muslim in Kashmir, 
the eastern half of this 
complex state. There is a 
large Hindu and Buddhist 
minority in the Jammu 
region of the state, and we 
will pray for those peoples 
next month. Some strange 
twists of history caused 

Kashmir to become part of Hindu India and not Muslim 
Pakistan. More on this later. But first, let’s take a look at 
how history made Kashmir what it is today.

Islam Moves into Kashmir Though Persuasion and 
Conquest

Prior to 1300 A.D. Kashmir was totally Hindu and 
Buddhist. During the early 1300s the ruler, Babul Shah, 
a Muslim missionary, brought Islam to Kashmir. One of 
his first converts was Rajah Rincan, the ruler of Kashmir. 
Rincan was impressed by the simplicity of Babul Shah's 
message. When a leader changes religion, often his followers 
do the same; more conversions soon followed. Many early 



47

WHY PEACE ELUDES INDIA’S ONLY 
MUSLIM-MAJORITY STATE

converts were low caste Hindus trying to break free of caste restrictions. 
They hoped Islam would free them from their caste.

In 1349 Shah Mir, an Iranian prince, conquered Kashmir. Forced 
conversions became the rule. Kashmir's new ruler was a zealot who dreamed 
of turning his realm into an all Muslim state. He ruled with an iron fist. 

In 1540 the Mughal Dynasty drove out the descendants of Shah Mir 
from Kashmir. The Mughals proved to be just as intolerant as the previous 
dynasty. Some Mughal rulers engaged in the systematic destruction of 
Hindu temples. Often Hindus had to choose between conversion or death. 
Some converted and others died. Many more fled to other regions. Over 
time Kashmir developed a Muslim majority. The regions to the south had a 
Hindus majority, and they still do today.

By 1820 the British had destroyed the Mughal Empire and took control 
of much of what is now India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. Before that time 
Kashmir didn’t have a unified government, so they were vulnerable to 
political chaos. In 1820, after the British took control, they sold part of 
Kashmir to the wealthy Hindu Dogra family. In 1858 that family bought 
control of the rest of Kashmir. That's how a Hindu royal family came to rule 
a state with a majority Muslim population. 

continued on next 
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The Dogra family turned out to be bad news for Kashmir’s Muslims. 
These Hindu rulers of Kashmir were zealots who persecuted Muslims. 
This persecution lasted for about 100 years, from about 1820 to 1920. 
Many Muslims fled from Kashmir during that time. Shortly after 1920 the 
next ruler of Kashmir turned out to be a moderate Hindu, who ended the 
persecution. But the seeds of bitterness and communal conflict remained.

Independence Brings New Challenges to Kashmir

By the time India gained independence in 1947, Kashmir was 77 percent 
Muslim and 20 percent Hindu. Hari Singh, a Hindu, ruled Kashmir at 
that time. He wanted to declare allegiance to India but realized most of 
his subjects wanted to be part of Pakistan. Singh agreed to a temporary 

union with India with 
an understanding that a 
referendum would be held at a 
future date. 

The referendum was never held. 
The government of India saw 
to it that only one party could 
run candidates for Kashmir's 
parliament. That party was pro-
India and killed all attempts to 
hold a referendum. India wasn't 
going to let Kashmir vote to 
join Pakistan. 

Pakistan resented the political 
tricks India had used to retain control of Kashmir. These political tensions 
led to war in 1965. Pakistan allied with China, and both countries invaded 
Kashmir. India lost a large part of Kashmir to Pakistan and China. After a 
few weeks, a cease fire ended the war. But no peace treaty was ever signed. 
Consequently, there is still a low-level war in Kashmir. India had sent 
500,000 troops to Kashmir to stop the Pakistani fighters. Indian forces are 
still in Kashmir today. For many years these troops kept an uneasy peace, but 
in 1987 a new round of trouble began. That year Indian secret agents rigged 
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an election to insure Kashmir’s next governor would be pro-India. The 
resulting protests were crushed with military force.

The rigged election caused many Islamic rebel groups to form. These groups 
resorted to terrorism. Since 1987 thousands of people have been killed in 
terrorist attacks. Schools are a favorite target of the rebels; many of the dead 
are teachers and students.
 
There Are No Easy Answers in Kashmir

There are no easy solutions in Kashmir. Removing Indian troops from 
the state won't bring peace because some rebel groups want independence 
and others want a union with Pakistan. They would fight one another. 
Independence also won't bring peace because the pro-independence rebel 
groups are divided. Some want to create a secular republic and others want 
an Islamic republic. A union with Pakistan won't work because some rebel 
groups want nothing to do with Pakistan. All options would probably lead to 
more fighting. 

The only hope for peace in Kashmir is the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. The 
cycle of bitterness has to end. Muslims persecuted Hindus when they were in 
power and Hindus have persecuted Muslims when they gained power. Only 
the transforming love of Jesus Christ can create peace between people groups 
that need to learn how to forgive each other. 

Followers of Jesus Christ are few and far between in Kashmir. Only the 
power of prayer will break the wall of unbelief that Satan has placed around 
this region.

Let’s Pray for Kashmiri Muslims! 

• Pray for hearts to be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit in 
Kashmir.

• Pray for fellowships of believers among the Muslims, Hindus, and 
Buddhists that will demonstrate that peace and forgiveness are available 
to those who submit to Jesus Christ.

• Pray for disciple making movements to become common throughout 
Jammu and Kashmir.



One of the first things you 
think of when Kashmir 

is mentioned is ongoing armed 
conflict. The people of Kashmir 
have been entrapped by political 
and religious agendas for 
many decades, and peace has 
eluded them this entire time. 
Human wisdom has failed 
the peoples. The deep wounds 
between Pakistan and India 
cry out for spiritual healing. 
The leaders of these nations 

need divine inspiration to do 
what is right. But both sides cannot stop the tensions 
without losing face, so the conflict can never end. 
There are ongoing skirmishes, terrorist activities, 
and persecution. There is a huge placement of Indian 
military personnel, taking soldiers away from their 
families. Many do not return alive.

Pray for the Holy Spirit to move the hearts of the Indian 
and Pakistani leaders to allow for peace in this beautiful 
land. Pray for a new season of freedom and peace where 
the gospel can be preached in Kashmir. Pray for his word 
to go forth in Kashmir without restraint. Pray for the 
peoples of Kashmir to be released from spiritual and physical 
oppression. Pray for the Lord to raise up ministries from 
within India that will establish work among the soldiers in 
Kashmir.—PD

PRAY FOR PEACE IN KASHMIR 

The LORD will … settle 
international disputes …. 
Nation will no longer fight 
against nation…. 

Make this your prayer for 
Kashmir this month.

01
DAY

Isaiah 2:4, NLT
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(There are only a small number of followers of Christ 
in Kashmir, and they frequently face persecution. This 
fictitious story illustrates the kinds of things that happen  
in Kashmir.)

“C onverting to 
Christianity is a 

serious and dangerous thing 
for Lakia to do. Why risk 
your life and the lives of 
your children?” Lakia, a 
widow living in Kashmir 
with her three daughters, 

responded to the words of a Muslim neighbor. “I 
asked several of the Muslim leaders at the mosque 
for help and they would not help me. They just told 
me to pray to Allah and be a good Muslim woman. 
When I asked the Christians for help, they offered 
me food and gave me small jobs so I could provide for 
my daughters. They comforted me when I told them 
that my only son, Abjul, had been shot and killed for 
stealing bread. They told me about Jesus and how He 
taught that people should help each other. He said, 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest (Matt.11:28).’ I never learned 
such things when I went to the mosque. Jesus 
comforts us like no one else can. I will always follow 
him no matter what people do to stop me.”

Pray for God’s protection for Christian believers. May they 
grow in faith and become strong witnesses that can lead 
the majority of Muslims and Hindus in Kashmir to the 
Living Lord!—PD

PROTECTION FOR KASHMIRIS

Come to me, all you who 
are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke on you and 
learn from me, because I 
am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy to bear, and my load 
is not hard to carry.

Pray for this kind of peace 
to permeate the hearts of 
those victimized by strife in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

DAY

Matt 11:28-30, NET
02
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(This fictitious story illustrates the kinds of things that can 
happen in Kashmir.)

The Kashmiri teenage girls used the last of the 
heroin, and planned to get more. That would be 

easy; they would just need to call the police. 

Today we are praying for the 70,000 drug addicts of 
Kashmir. A government official told the Kashmir 
Observer that many drug addicts become entrapped 
by law enforcement personnel who are developing 
their market for drugs rather than arresting 
criminals. They specifically target students; more 
than 70 percent of the addicts are between  
ages 18-35. 

Of the 70,000 drug addicts, more than 22,000 are 
females. “Women tend to fall easily to drugs because 
of easy availability…,” quoted the Observer “… they 
use glue, fevicol [another type of adhesive], polish, 
thinners, cannabis, and opiates. Some of them use 
sleeping pills and other sedative drugs.” 

Why are the people of Kashmir vulnerable to mind 
altering drugs? Many are traumatized by years of 
political conflict, when they or their family were 
injured during protests and violent conflicts. Drug 
abuse mirrors the increase in post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), depression, and suicide. Every 
family is reported to have at least one addict. 
Kashmir is desperately in need of the hope of Christ.

Ask him to raise up excellent Christian drug rehab 
programs.–LR 

https://kashmirobserver.net/2016/local-news/70000-
drug-addicts-kashmir-over-22000-are-females-3052

DRUG ABUSE IN KASHMIR

Do not be anxious about 
anything. Instead, in 
every situation, through 
prayer and petition with 
thanksgiving, tell your 
requests to God. And the 
peace of God that surpasses 
all understanding will 
guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.

Pray for God-centered inner 
peace to come to those in 
Kashmir who are enslaved 
to drugs.

03
DAY

Phil 4:6-7, NET
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D espite the beauty of 
Kashmir’s scenery, 

the lives of its people are 
shrouded with insecurity 
and violence. None 
understand this better than 
Kashmiri women, who 

have suffered the main brunt of the conflict over the 
Muslim-majority Kashmiri region for decades. 

Since India, Pakistan, and China all have claims in 
Kashmir, conflicting factions have abused Kashmir 
women as if they were weapons of war. “They have 
been raped, tortured, maimed, and killed. Kashmiri 
women are among the worst sufferers of sexual 
violence in the world,” reported Doctors Without 
Borders (MSF).

The deterioration of the health care and education 
systems due to the war have further weakened 
women’s empowerment. Women are not even safe at 
home. Up to 2,000 complaints of domestic violence 
are recorded annually. Women who have more 
education and earn more money often face trouble 
at home from jealous and abusive husbands. Many 
women suffer from severe depression. According 
to one report, 17,000 people, mostly women, have 
committed suicide during the last 20 years in the 
Kashmiri Valley. 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to move throughout Kashmir and 
change the hearts of many. Pray for effective discipling of 
the women of a gathering of Jesus followers in north India 
numbering in the tens of thousands. This gathering models 
biblical worship and fellowship patterns in an Indian 
context. Pray for many of these gatherings to spring up 
throughout Kashmir.—LR

MUSLIM WOMEN IN KASHMIR

She gave this name to the 
LORD who spoke to her: 

“You are the God who sees 
me,” for she said, “I have 
now seen the one who 
sees me.”

Pray for Kashmiri women to 
have eyes to see the Lord as 
he truly is.

04
DAY

Gen 16:13, NIV
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“N o one lights a lamp and then puts it under a 
basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, 

where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 
same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to 
see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly father.” 
(Matt. 5:16-17, NLT) 

The peoples of Jammu and Kashmir that we will be 
praying for this month and next month are either 
Muslim (this month) or Buddhist and Hindu (next 
month). Few of them have had a chance to hear about 
the claims of Jesus or meet any of his followers. When 
Christ’s followers do good deeds to help them in their 
difficult lives, how can they not be thankful? 

There is an organization that helps Kashmiri women 
to make crafts like cushion covers, handbags, and 
mirrors. These products are sold in villages and trade 
fairs, and the money these women earn helps their 
households. This organization is also doing church 
planting in five districts of Jammu and Kashmir.

Pray that this witness of Christ’s love will become well 
known throughout Jammu and Kashmir. Pray that it 
will result in many women putting their faith in Jesus 
and giving thanks to the father. Pray that many of the 
women who work at this livelihood center will be so 
filled with Christ’s love that it will affect their extended 
families.—KC 

WORK AMONG KASHMIRIS

In the same way, let your 
light shine before people, 
so that they can see your 
good deeds and give honor 
to your father in heaven.

Pray that the good deeds of 
God’s people in Kashmir will 
draw many to give thanks to 
the heavenly father.

05
DAY

Matt 5:16, NET
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I n other parts of South Asia their name means 
“poverty,” but in Kashmir it means “tree.” What do 

they have to do with trees, you might ask. They are 
associated with meditating under trees, a practice 
which overlaps with Hindu mendicants. Mendicants 
devote their lives to spiritual matters and gain their 
living through begging. Thus, they are associated  
with poverty.

In most Indian states the Kul Faqirs speak the state 
trade language, be it Gujarati, Urdu, or in the case  
of Kashmir, they speak Kashmiri. They usually  
speak Pashtu as well, indicating that they have  
some contact with the Pushtun peoples of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan.

They are Muslims, though not good ones. Though they 
celebrate Muslim festivals, the Kul Faqirs also depend 
on amulets to cure their diseases. The spirit world is 
more real to them than Allah. Muslims support them 
through alms, and the Kul Faqirs devote their lives to 
prayer and meditation.

The Kul Faqir people listen to radio and watch 
television, so these provide ways to get the gospel 
message to them. They do not know that only Jesus 
Christ can provide for all their needs, and their 
amulets only invite the wrath of the one true God.

Pray for believers to produce radio and television programs 
for the Kul Faqirs that point the way to Jesus. Pray that 
soon they will discard their old ways, and embrace the 
ways of the Lord. Pray for a disciple making movement to 
emerge among them.—KC

KUL FAQIR PEOPLE

You will keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is 
stayed on you, because he 
trusts in you.

Pray for the Kul Faqirs 
to find perfect peace 
by meditating on and 
encountering the True God.

06
DAY

Is 26:3, NKJV
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I f you saw the Disney movie, Finding Nemo, you 
probably recall Nemo’s father often being asked 

to tell jokes. The other sea creatures in that animated 
story expected him to be funny because he was a 
clown fish.

Imagine being part of a people group that is 
renowned for providing entertaining comic 
performances. That’s the case with the Bhand (their 
name is Sanskrit for “ jester”) who actually perform 
humorous dramas for Islamic holy days and other 
special occasions. In this role—acting, dancing, 
storytelling, clowning, and doing impressions— 
they have been likened to the court jesters of 
medieval Europe.

The Bhand live in India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and 
Nepal. The largest concentration, however, reside 
in Kashmir where they are famous for their Bhand 
Pather performances. 

Most of the Bhand are Sunni Muslims. Though 
they are skilled communicators, mission groups have 
seldom attempted to communicate the gospel to 
them in written, audio, or video formats. The Bhand 
remain almost completely unevangelized  
and unreached.

Pray for the Bhand to have the opportunity to experience 
the power and drama of God’s amazing love, as expressed 
through his only son, Jesus. Pray for the Lord to stir the 
hearts of missionaries to go to the Bhand and share the 
gospel message in creative ways. Ask the Lord to speak 
to these “ jesters” and draw them into a relationship 
with Christ. Pray that there will soon come a day when 
the Lord uses the Bhand people to spread the gospel in 
Kashmir.—CL 

BHAND PEOPLE

… the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither 
sees him nor has known 
him; but you know him, for 
He dwells with you and will 
be in you.

Remember in Isaiah 9:6 
the baby Jesus was given 
the four names of God, 
including wonderful 
counselor? Well, here is 
The Holy Spirit walking the 
earth in the person of Jesus, 
"for he dwells with you", 
anticipating Pentecost, "and 
shall be in you." Pray for the 
Bhand people to recognize 
God's Holy Spirit in the 
person of his messengers 
and desire him to live in 
them.

07
DAY

John 14:17, NKJV 



BHAT PEOPLE 

L ike the Bhand people, the Bhat were traditionally 
court performers. But instead of giving dramatic 

performances like the Bhand, the Bhat recited poetry, 
often in a very high, sing-song voice. Today, they 
continue the practice of phakras which are poetic 
speech used to praise others.

Despite being a very creative people group, the Bhat 
have tended to adopt the religion of those they have 
served. For some that means following Islam. For 
others, it involves following Hinduism. Ancestor 
worship and the occult also continue to be practiced 
among the Bhat.

The Bible is available in their heart language of Urdu. 
The audio version can be accessed online, and the 
JESUS Film is also available in Urdu. Yet very few of 
the Bhat have encountered God, his word, or heard 
about the salvation available through his only son, 
Jesus Christ.

Pray for the Lord to call mission groups to work specifi-
cally to reach the Bhat people group. Ask God to prepare 
the hearts of the Bhat people to receive the message of the 
gospel. Pray for many to respond in faith to God’s invita-
tion to forgiveness and salvation. Ask God to establish 
His church among the Bhat and use believers to reach 
members of other people groups. Pray for God’s Kingdom 
to come to the Bhat people, and his will to be done among 
them.—CL

As Thou didst send me into 
the world, so I have sent 
them into the world.

 Jesus was about 30 years 
old when He was baptized 
in water and filled with 
God's Spirit and started his 
ministry. (Luke 3:21-23) So if 
you went to Jesus’ carpenter 
shop when He was age 28 
asking Him to raise someone 
from the dead or heal you, it 
was not his time yet to do 
that. But now we, just like 
Jesus when he was baptized 
with the Holy Spirit, are 
ready to face the devil and 
everything he can throw at 
us as we are sent into the 
harvest. 

08
DAY

John 17:18, RSV 
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(This story is fictional and is intended to depict the lives of 
the Dhamali Faqir.)

Two men beating large drums march onto the 
stage. Following them are men clothed in vibrant 

colors, ready to perform the Dhamali dance. They are 
clanging their wooden sticks and swords together as 
they dance to the drumbeats. They are offering their 
dance to gods hoping that their families and lives will 
be blessed.

These are not Hindus; these men are of the Sufi 
sect of Islam, and they practise this unique form of 
worship which originated in northern India. The 
many variations of the Dhamali dance tell a story. 
Historically, the dance was performed by Dhamali 
Faqir, the male followers of Saint Baba. Dhalami 
Faqir use the dance to express exaltation, anger, or 
happiness to Baba.

Though the dance has since been transformed into a 
cultural tradition, its roots are in worship of this saint. 
The Sufis who continue this tradition are considered 
the mystics of Islam. Many took a vow of poverty 
in honor of Baba’s dedication to support the less 
fortunate. They lead simple lives and hold low paying, 
low status jobs such as making shoes.

Ask the Lord to reveal true worship to the Dhalami Faqirs 
and their families. May they know a true relationship 
with Christ instead of sacrifice and idolatry. May there 
be evangelists that go to these Sufi Muslims in a way that 
connects with their culture and values.—BO

DHALAMI FAQIRS IN KASHMIR

I will listen to what God the 
LORD says. For he will make 
peace with his people, his 
faithful followers. Yet they 
must not return to their 
foolish ways.

Pray for the Dhamali Faqirs 
to find peace with God and 
never turn to any saint or 
idol.

09
DAY

Ps 85:8, NET
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Psalm 96:1, NIV Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the 
LORD, all the earth. 

A s one of the world’s rapidly industrializing nations, 
India is moving up the global economic ladder. A 

heterogeneous blend of the first and the third world, 
many long-held traditions stand alongside the growing 
infrastructure. 

One of these traditions is kept alive by an interesting 
group from the northern state of Uttar Pradesh, 
although some live further north in Jammu and 
Kashmir. They are called the Dharhi, a Muslim people 
that excel as singers. The Dharhi preserve their customs 
as much as possible, with many of their marriages 
taking place between cousins.

While they maintain their traditions of singing in their 
villages, many are day-laborers. The Dharhi people 
live among many other castes within these villages. 
Special councils look after the interests of the various 
communities and deal with social infractions. 

Pray that the Dharhi people would discover Jesus in the 
Qur’an and seek him out. Pray for dreams and visions that 
reveal Christ across caste lines, and that an inclusive commu-
nity of believers would rise up. Pray for blessings and peace 
on the Dharhi people, and that they would become singers of 
God’s praise in both Uttar Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, 
two of India’s least reached states.—BK

DHARHI PEOPLE

Only those whose hands 
and hearts are pure, who 
do not worship idols, 
and never tell lies. They 
will receive the LORD’s 
blessing and have a right 
relationship with God their 
savior. Such people may 
seek you and worship in 
your presence, o God of 
Jacob. 

Pray that many from the 
Dharhi people will soon fit 
this description.

10
DAY

Ps 24:4-6, NET
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A diverse people and a caste unto themselves, the 
Mirasis of northern India are comprised of 

Hindus, Sikhs, and Muslims alike. Also called the 
Pakhwaji, they are a people known for singing and 
playing the timbrel, a tambourine-like instrument. 
In addition to being so diverse, the Mirasi live in a 
variety of locations including Kashmir.

In northern India the Mirasi entertain at fairs. In 
Uttar Pradesh many work as laborers. In Bihar and 
Rajasthan many are farmers who also sing songs at 
weddings. In Haryana most are laborers, and they 
also suffer exclusion due to their low status. In Delhi 
the Mirasis are hired by small businesses as musicians. 
In Punjab, they are genealogists. Those Mirasi in 
Pakistan are entertainers or farmers, but educated 
Mirasis can be found even in the government and 
the military. The one thing that ties these people 
together are their lineage; they are from families that 
have dedicated themselves through the generations to 
music, theater, and entertainment.

There are no known followers of Christ among 
the Mirasi peoples, be they from a Sikh, Hindu 
or Muslim background. This is especially true in 
Kashmir where the number of believers is very small.

Pray that the Mirasi people of India would receive justice 
and mercy. Pray that dreams and visions would come to 
the Mirasi, leading them to Christ. Pray for a Holy Spirit 
revival that will affect the hearts of Mirasi people from 
Sikh, Hindu, and Muslim backgrounds.—BK

MIRASI PEOPLE

Look, you will have a son, 
who will be a peaceful man. 
I will give him rest from all 
his enemies on every side. 
Indeed, Solomon will be 
his name; I will give Israel 
peace and quiet during his 
reign.

Pray for God to raise up 
leaders of peace and 
wisdom for India and 
Pakistan.

11
DAY

1 Chron 22:9, NET
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Imagine what it would be like to be one of only 600 
in your people group. The Arora people in Kashmir 

are such a group. Imagine being afraid to tell your 
loved ones about your decision to turn away from time 
honored customs and religious traditions for fear of 
being driven away from your home, or much worse. 

Operation World notes that Kashmir, as an integral 
part of India, has endured tragic suffering and strife 
dating back centuries, particularly since the partition 
of India in 1947 when Pakistan and India warred 
over Kashmir. The Hindu rulers of the predominantly 
Muslim state joined India, creating India’s only 
Muslim majority state. 

The Arora community has risen to heights of influence 
and affluence in India. One of India’s recent prime 
ministers is from the Arora community, but he was 
a Sikh. Most members of the Arora community are 
Sikhs or Hindus, though there are a few Muslims 
among them. There are no known believers among 
Arora Muslims, although increasing numbers are 
coming to faith among certain other Muslim groups 
in Kashmir. Those who become believers must make 
difficult choices.

The complete Bible is available in the Urdu language 
primarily spoken among the Muslim Arora people. 
Also there are radio broadcasts several times each 
week in Kashmiri, gospel recordings exist, and the 
JESUS Film and other visuals are available.

Pray that Islamist extremism may cause Muslims to seek 
an alternative life, and that they will be led by the Holy 
Spirit of God to their savior.—KH

ARORA MUSLIMS IN KASHMIR 

For the outlook of the flesh 
is death, but the outlook of 
the Spirit is life and peace…

Pray for the Arora people, be 
they Sikh, Hindu, or Muslim, 
to find the life and peace 
offered by the Holy Spirit.

12
DAY

Rom 8:6, NET
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Since the creation of the world his invisible 
attributes, his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 
Romans 1:20 NASB

The Purig-Pa are a small almost unreached and 
unengaged people group of 46,000 concentrated 
in Kashmir. They are surrounded by some of the 
most beautiful mountains and countryside in the 
world. They are almost 100 percent Muslim with 
few believers among them. Most Purig-Pa people 
are either small farmers or nomadic shepherds. They 
live either in village clusters or in single dwellings. 
The nomads live in tents and travel with their herds. 
Others are private landowners or craftsmen. 

Operation World notes that increasing numbers of 
Purig-Pa people and other smaller Muslim groups 
are coming to faith in Jesus Christ; they range in 
numbers from fewer than 100 in 2001 to more than 
1,000 in 2010. Those who receive their savior as their 
sin-bearer face many dangers. Resources are available 
in the Purik language: the Bible, the JESUS Film, 
gospel recordings, and radio broadcasts. 

Pray that these people will ask the important question, 
“Who made these beautiful mountains?” and recognize 
the holiness and righteousness of the creator. Pray that 
Islamist extremism may cause Muslims to seek an 
alternative way to God, and find it in Jesus. Ask him 
to raise up strong local churches and disciple making 
movements.—KH

PURIG-PA IN KASHMIR

Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you; I do not 
give it to you as the world 
does. Do not let your hearts 
be distressed or lacking in 
courage.

Pray that these precious 
people will soon know that 
true peace can only be found 
through Jesus.

13
DAY

Jn 14:27, NET
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W hat if your 
ancestry 

included royalty who 
ruled the land for 
over four centuries? 
The Mughals claim 
to be descendants of 
Babar who conquered 
northern India in 1526. 
The Mughal emperors 
did rule over much of 
India for over 400 years. 
The great majority 

of the Mughal people today live in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and India. Many of them 
also live in northern India near the Nepalese border, 
though some live in Kashmir. Their main language  
is Urdu.

Those who live in the country are usually farmers. 
In cities Mughals engage in trade, handicrafts, and 
carpet weaving. Some live in poverty.

As far as we know, Mughals are 100 percent Muslims, 
both Sunni and Shi’ite. They marry within their clans. 
They adhere to sharia law with respect to marriage, 
divorce, remarriage, and the inheritance of property. 
Most Mughals have never heard a clear presentation 
of the gospel in their cultural context.

Pray that the Lord sends workers to befriend the Mughals 
and share the good news of Christ with them. Pray for 
a hunger among the Mughals for the bread of life. Pray 
for the Lord to send them dreams of Jesus. May the Lord 
bring many Mughals to himself and start churches among 
them. Pray for the protection and growth of new Mughal 
believers.—DK

PURIG-PA IN KASHMIR

Yes, he humbled you by 
letting you go hungry and 
then feeding you with 
manna, a food previously 
unknown to you and your 
ancestors. He did it to teach 
you that people do not live 
by bread alone; rather, we 
live by every word that 
comes from the mouth of 
the Lord.

Pray that the Mughals 
would begin to desire the 
true spiritual bread of life, 
Jesus Christ.

14
DAY

Deut 8:3, NET

THE MUGHAL PEOPLE
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T oday we are praying for 
a people group that has 

served in the finest commando 
units of the Indian Army and 
as fighter pilots. Their brave 
actions have been captured 
in Bollywood films about 
the Indian-Pakistani War of 
1971. They are among the best 
educated and wealthiest groups 
in Punjab State. They speak 
Punjabi, but many live  
in Kashmir. They are the 
Tarkhan people.  
 

In the days of the great Mongolian Empire of the 
1200s, a “tarkhan” was a general or governor over a 
province. Later on the meaning changed to mean 

“carpenter” or “craftsmen” when they began to practice 
those trades. Tarkhan occupations today include 
carpentry, construction, land owning, farming, politics, 
entertainment, science, medicine, and the military.

Today the Tarkhans are Sikhs, Hindus, or Sunni 
Muslims. They marry within their clan. There are no 
known followers of Christ among the Tarkhans.

Pray that the Lord would send workers to live among them 
and display the fragrance of Christ. Pray Tarkhans would 
be dissatisfied with their present religion and hunger for 
the truth that is in Jesus Christ. Pray that the Lord would 
cause many Tarkhans to come to himself, and they would 
begin to worship him. Pray that healthy, growing churches 
will soon be started among this people.—DK 

MUSLIM TARKHAN PEOPLE

Put on the full armor of 
God… And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with 
all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, 
be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints.

The Muslim Tarkhans of India 
have always been excellent 
soldiers. 

Pray they would put on the 
true armor of God. Pray that 
they would begin to seek 
and find the God of the angel 
armies of heaven.

15
DAY

Eph 6:11, 18
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T hough Kashmir is an exception, the division of 
India and Pakistan in 1947 resulted in a mostly 

Hindu population in India, and a predominantly 
Muslim population in Pakistan. However, there are 
about 86 million Muslim Shaikhs living in India. 
Who are they? The Shaikhs are descendants of Arab 
invaders who conquered most of the area of what is 
now Pakistan as well as the northwestern part of the 
Indus Valley from Kashmir to the Arabian Sea.  
The invaders brought the Muslim religion with  
them. Today Shaikhs live in India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and Nepal. The word Shaikh has many 
variations, but, in general, it refers to a leader or 
person of prominence.

There has been much ministry activity among Shaikhs 
in India, but little work in Nepal. Although their 
roots are associated with farming, today, as is common 
with many communities, Shaikhs are urbanized and 
are found in many types of businesses and public 
service. In fact, urban Shaikhs are often stereotyped 
by their reputation for business acumen, teaching 
their children mathematical skills at an early age, and 
strategies for doing business. 

Pray for ministry efforts among the Shaikhs of India, 
Bangladesh, and Pakistan to bear much fruit. Pray for a 
new work among the Muslim Shaikhs in Nepal so that 
they too will be represented among the nations, tribes, 
tongues, and people at God’s throne in heaven.—JS

SHAIKHS 

David built there an altar 
to the LORD and offered 
burnt sacrifices and peace 
offerings. He called out to 
the LORD, and the LORD 
responded by sending 
fire from the sky and 
consuming the burnt 
sacrifice on the altar.

Pray for the prestigious 
Shaikhs to make a “peace 
offering” of their lives to 
the Lord. 

16
DAY

1 Chron 21:26, 
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O ne of the first things that would be obvious 
to a Western visitor in an Indian city would 

be the amount of gold jewelry bedecking every 
woman, even those considered low-caste and very 
poor. In Indian society a woman often wears her 
wealth, and gold jewelry is an essential part of her 
dowry. Gold is highly prized in Indian society,  
and gold and silversmiths have popular and 
lucrative occupations. 

The Sonar people are the gold and silversmiths in 
India. They design very intricate and fine jewelry, 
often set with precious and semi-precious stones. 
Idols play a big part in Hindu culture, and much of 
the jewelry depicts the likeness of Hindu gods. 

Most Sonar are Hindu with over six million living 
in India; but there are also Muslim Sonars, about 
31,000. Muslim Sonars speak Urdu, and there 
are abundant Christian materials and resources 
in that language. The Sonar goldsmiths see and 
deal with wealth every day, and can easily consider 
themselves privileged and wealthy, when in reality 
they are desperately poor and doomed. They 
need the savior. “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant (or goldsmith) looking for fine pearls (or 
gold). When he found one of great value (Jesus, the 
savior), he went away and sold everything he had 
and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45)

Pray that the Sonar peoples will be introduced to the one 
who is more precious than silver or gold. Pray that he 
will send his workers to the Muslim as well as Hindu 
Sonar communities.—JS

MUSLIM SONAR PEOPLE

In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little 
while, if need be, you have 
been grieved by various 
trials, that the genuineness 
of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold 
that perishes, though it is 
tested by fire, may be found 
to praise, honor, and glory 
at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, whom having not 
seen you love.

Pray that the Muslim Sonar 
people will seek and find 
faith in Christ, which is more 
precious than the gold they 
sell.

17
DAY

1 Pet 1:6-8, NKJV
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Did they find a better way, or was it just a matter 
of convenience? For whatever reason, the Malik 

people of Kashmir converted from Hinduism to 
Islam. They maintain good relationships with their 
Hindu neighbors and even attend their religious 
ceremonies. Having good relationships with the 
Hindus is a good thing; some Maliks are involved in 
politics and business, so they must get along  
with everyone. 

The Malik people consider themselves to have 
moderate status as Muslim communities go, but 
since many of them are involved with business, state 
level politics, medicine, engineering, teaching, and 
national defense, it seems that they have a higher 
status than most Kashmiri Muslim communities. 
There are also many Malik people in the northern 
states of West Bengal, Gujarat, and Maharashtra. 
One of their women, Sakshi Malik, broke through 
a barrier to perform as a female wrestler at the 2016 
Summer Olympics where she won a bronze medal.

The Malik people are Sunni Muslims. With the 
small number of followers of Christ in their part of 
India, it is unlikely that the Malik people have met 
any followers of the Lord.

Pray for the believers to befriend the Malik people in 
Kashmir. Pray that the Malik people will find a way to 
accept the gift of eternal life that only Jesus can offer. Pray 
for a disciple making movement among them that will 
affect their communities in Kashmir, and all other parts of 
India where they live.—KC

MALIK PEOPLE

The one thing I ask of the 
LORD— the thing I seek 
most—is to live in the 
house of the LORD all the 
days of my life, delighting 
in the LORD’s perfections 
and meditating in his 
temple.

Pray for many from the 
Malik community to find 
delight in the God who 
made them, and in his son 
Jesus Christ.

18
DAY

Ps 27:4, NET
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T hey fought with great distinction in World 
Wars I and II, and were considered a warrior 

class by the British during their reign in India 
and Pakistan. The Awan Rajputs are descendants 
of Arabs who invaded the area hundreds of years 
ago. In fact, most Awan Rajputs claim direct 
descent from Muhammad Khaifa, the Prophet 
Mohammed’s son. They are found in both Pakistan 
and India, but mainly in the Punjabi and Kashmiri 
speaking areas. There are both Hindu and Muslim 
Rajputs, but despite their difference in faith, when 
Rajput honor is at stake, both Hindu and Muslim 
Rajputs have united together against threats from 
external ethnic groups. Their ethnic identity and 
pride in their history and culture bind them together 

– Hindu or Muslim.

In colonial times the British considered the Awan 
Rajputs as highly desirable military recruits. With 
their strong martial tradition, they have a powerful 
presence in today’s Pakistani army. The Awan 
Rajputs obviously have a strong tradition of fighting 
for and defending causes they deem worthy. We 
need to engage them in another “army,” as “soldiers” 
who wage war against Satan and his cohorts in the 
advancement of the Kingdom of heaven coming  
to earth.

Pray that Awan Rajputs will see Christ and his 
kingdom coming to earth as the most worthy battle of all. 
May they embrace the savior as not only their lord and 
king, but also as their spiritual commander in chief.—JS

AWAN RAJPUTS 

But I will most surely heal 
the wounds of this city and 
restore it and its people 
to health. I will show 
them abundant peace and 
security.

Pray that the Rajput peoples, 
who have made their name 
through war, will find peace 
and security with the Lord of 
the universe.

19
DAY

Jer 33:6, NET
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Physical and 
military power: 

that is what the Chib 
Rajputs are about. 
Like the Awan 
Rajputs we prayed for 
yesterday, they are 
part of the warrior 

Rajput community. Whether they are Hindu or 
Muslim, they view the military as the best career 
for their men. Their spirit for adventure has often 
taken them out of their own country to engage in 
war. Most live in the northern parts of India and 
Pakistan, especially in Kashmir. As a reward for 
their service to the British, the Chibs received the 
honorary title of Raja during the colonial rule of 
Great Britain. A Chib Rajput is considered a person 
from a very respected clan. The Chib are mostly a 
Kashmiri community, and today they are still very 
involved in Kashmir where many altercations arise 
between India and Pakistan. 

Whether Hindu or Muslim, the Chib Rajputs need 
to hear the gospel message, which is readily available 
in many forms in the various languages that they 
speak. “But how can they call on him to save them 
unless they believe in him? And how can they believe 
in him if they have never heard about him? And how 
can they hear about him unless someone tells them?” 
(Romans 10:14). And how will anyone go and tell 
them without being sent?

Pray that the lord of the harvest will send out his harvesters 
to the Chib. Pray that these proud people will have ears to 
hear when the gospel is proclaimed.—JS

CHIB RAJPUTS

The LORD is my light 
and my salvation—so 
why should I be afraid? 
The LORD is my fortress, 
protecting me from danger, 
so why should I tremble?

Pray that the Chib Rajputs 
will make the Lord their 
salvation rather than 
physical and military power. 
Pray that Jesus will become 
their foundation and their 
identity.

20
DAY

Ps 27:1, NET
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C handra yawned as she leaned against her 
mother. “Please tell me a story, mama.”

“There was once a man named Mala Rajput. He went 
to Kargil where he married a Buddhist woman. The 
children of that marriage are our ancestors. Later, 
there were two brothers named Dharam and Puran. 
Dharam was selected to be the leader of the tribe, 
but on a visit to another place he converted to Islam 
and was sent away. So, Puran became the leader of 
the tribe, but later he too converted to Islam and 
changed his name to Dom. And that is why our  
tribe is called Domaal, because we are  
descendants of Dom.”

There are 13,000 Domaal Rajput people in Kashmir, 
and they are 100 percent Islamic. They have at their 
disposal complete Bibles in their native language of 
Urdu, as well as audio recordings, many Christian 
films and videos, tracts, publications explaining 
salvation, and a plethora of children’s Christian 
material. Yet, it’s all unused and awaits those who 
would answer a call of God to take these materials to 
the Domaal and present the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
them in a sensitive and relevant way.

Pray that someone answers God’s call. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit softens the hearts of the Domaal Rajputs as they 
know no other way of life than the Islamic way. Pray that 
the veil is removed from their spiritual eyes, and Christ 
will manifest himself to them in a powerful way.—PE

DOMAAL RAJPUTS OF KASHMIR

During his days the godly 
will flourish; peace will 
prevail as long as the moon 
remains in the sky.

Pray for the Domaal 
Rajputs to yearn for the 
day when Jesus prevails 
and brings peace to the 
earth.

21
DAY

Ps 72:7, NET

70



(This story illustrates attitudes of this people group.)

Akbar shook his finger under his teenage son’s 
nose. “Don’t even think about becoming 

interested in a Jat or a Sikh girl. They are not for us. 
We have been the ruling class for hundreds of years. 
No Jat farmer or Sikh will ever be part of this Rajput 
family.” 

There are over 200,000 Janjua Rajputs throughout the 
world, primarily in Pakistan. In India there are only 
3500, and just 1900 of those are Kashmiri speakers. 
They are disdainful of those with lower caste status 
even within their own Janjua clan (such as those who 
have turned to farming). They are aggressive toward 
“infidels,” the term they use for anyone not of the 
Islamic faith. Yet within the broader Rajput cluster, 
they are a religious minority. In India most Rajputs 
are either Hindu or Sikh.

There has been a complete Bible translation in their 
languages since 1899, and a New Testament since 
1813; so for over 200 years the good news of Jesus 
Christ has been within their reach. But the chains of 
Islam have kept them from reaching for what  
is available. 

Pray that the stony hearts of the Janjua Rajputs would be 
touched and softened by the Holy Spirit. Pray for a hunger 
for the truth and a desire to claim Jesus Christ as their 
Lord. Pray for transformed hearts that love and accept 
other communities.—PE

MUSLIM JANJUA RAJPUTS

I have told you these things 
so that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you 
have trouble and suffering, 
but take courage—I have 
conquered the world.

Pray for the Janjua Rajputs 
to understand that they are 
not in control; Jesus is.

22
DAY

Jn 16:33, NET
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T he 2800 Sidhu 
Jats of India have 

a long and colorful 
history, including the 
melding of a royal 
household with a 
very menial caste. 
The founder of the 
Sidhu clan married 

a Jat woman and merged into the Jat community. 
The Sidhu clan is the largest known Jat clan and is 
recognized for their royal background.

After the breakup of the Gupta Empire in 550, the 
noblemen whose main job was warfare became 
known as Rajputs while the people of low means 
and class became Jats. Jats were mainly involved in 
agriculture and serving higher castes. However, many 
Jats excelled in military service and were rewarded 
with good farmland, so the distinction is sometimes 
blurred even today.

Today the Sidhu clan in Kashmir is completely 
Islamic. Their main language is Urdu which is a 
blessing as there are a myriad of gospel helps and 
scriptures available to them if only they would pay 
attention. The complete Bible was available in the 
Urdu language over 150 years ago. There are Urdu 
movies, audio Bibles, and literature sitting on shelves, 
while generations of Sidhu Jats ignore God’s offer 
of eternal salvation. It’s as if they are living on a 
diamond mine and don’t even know it!

Pray for the revelation of Jesus Christ to sweep through Sidhu Jat 
communities. Pray that both high and low castes will seek and 
receive the word of God.—PE

SIDHU JATS

It is vain for you to rise 
early, come home late, 
and work so hard for your 
food. Yes, he can provide for 
those whom he loves even 
when they sleep.

Pray for the Sidhu Jats to 
stop striving for power and 
rest in the Lord.

23
DAY

Ps 127:2, NET
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BANDUKKHAR PEOPLE OF KASHMIR

Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will 
be called the children of 
God.

Pray for many from the 
Bandukkhar people to 
become peacemakers in the 
war-torn land of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

24
DAY

Matt 5:9, NET
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What do you think 
happens when 

a Muslim community 
manufactures guns in a land 
where there are active anti-
government militias? Not 
surprisingly, the Indian 
authorities have severely 
restricted gun manufacturing 
in Kashmir due to opposition 
to Indian rule in this state that 
is marked by international 
Muslim-Hindu conflict.

A 2014 Al Jazeera article 
highlights Kashmir’s struggling gun makers, the 700 
Bandukkhar people. In years past their factories have 
mainly been located in a part of the city of Srinagar 
named after these gunsmiths. They made gun barrels. 

The primary language of the Bandukkhar is 
Kashmiri. The Bible translations, the JESUS Film, 
gospel recordings, and radio broadcasts are all 
available in this language. However, the unreached 
Bandukkhar people have no known Christian 
witness among them. They are a people without the 
Prince of Peace, in a land of violence and instability. 

Ask God for praying fellowships in India and elsewhere 
to intercede for the Bandukkhar community. Pray for 
anointed witnesses to go to the Bandukkhar, perhaps 
through work or business connections. Ask that the 
Bandukkhar people be drawn to Christ-centered resources 
available in the Kashmiri language. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit raises up disciples to spark a disciple making move-
ment among northern India’s Bandukkhar people.—CR

Bay of
BengalArabian
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BAFINDA PEOPLE

F reedom at Midnight tells the story of South Asia's 
independence from Great Britain. At the stroke 

of midnight, the Indian sub-continent was divided 
into Muslim East and West Pakistan and Hindu 
India. In between was Jammu and Kashmir, divided 
between Hindus and Muslims. Two years ago the 
area was in the news over explosions by rebels who 
would like Kashmir to be a part of Pakistan because 
it has a Muslim majority.

Some of my colleagues in India were Kashmiri 
Christians. However, today's people, the Bafinda, 
are 100 percent Muslim. If there are Muslim-
background believers (MBB) among this people, 
they are unknown. The Bafinda were originally 
cotton weavers, but with the importation of 
machine-made cloth, they branched out into carpet 
weaving and other industries. The actual number 
of Bafinda is unclear because population estimates 
widely range from 14,000 (see Joshua Project) to 
348,000 (see Peoplegroups.org)! Although gospel 
materials are available in Kashmiri, the Bafinda are 
said to speak Dogri or Kashmiri. Those speaking or 
reading Kashmiri or Urdu may access the gospel in 
Bibles, the JESUS Film, audio format, and  
radio broadcasts.

Pray that these people seek freedom in Christ, not political 
revolution. Pray that churches will adopt this group. Pray 
that the Holy Spirit will foster an abiding interest in Jesus 
and that the Bafinda will seek access to scriptures, Bible 
radio, and audio broadcasts. Pray that the JESUS Film 
will become popular among the Bafinda people. Pray for 
spiritual growth and protection of individual MBB and 
congregations.—TP

Then the LORD’s angel 
said to her, “You are now 
pregnant and are about to 
give birth to a son. You are 
to name him Ishmael, for 
the LORD has heard your 
painful groans. He will be 
a wild donkey of a man. He 
will be hostile to everyone, 
and everyone will be hostile 
to him. He will live away 
from his brothers.”

Pray for the Lord to raise 
up many from Muslim 
communities in Kashmir like 
the Bafindas to bring about 
peace where there is now 
strife and conflict.

25
DAY

Gen 16:11-12, NET
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In a documentary 
by Rajesh Kaul, 

two Bakkarwal men 
are shown discussing 
a lost goat. One 
man says, “I’ve been 
searching all day. 
Was it eaten by a 

wolf or a leopard? Or taken by a farmer or a thief?” 
His interlocutor responds, “You need to produce the 
goat. It must have got caught somewhere. Go and 
search for it again.” Does that sound like a story in 
the Bible? The shepherd in the parable was willing to 
search long and hard for his one lost sheep. 

The Bakkarwal people of Kashmir practice Sunni 
Islam. They are goat herders by tradition. They 
practice migration according to the seasons, moving 
down the mountains in winter in search of greener 
pasture for their herds. Bakkarwal women spin 
wool from goat hair and make it into colorful hats. 
Weavers turn the wool into blankets.

In the last few decades, Kashmir has seen much 
fighting between the Indian government and Muslim 
separatists. The Bakkarwal and their flocks have 
been seriously threatened by terrorists. Consequently, 
they have had to abandon their nomadic lifestyle 
and livelihood, remaining in the foothills. Their 
communities suffer from lack of infrastructure and 
employment opportunities. 

Pray for the good shepherd to “find” these Himalayan 
lost “sheep.” May the Bakkarwal come to know how 
much God cares for them. May they soon heed the call of 
God.—CMW

BAKKARWAL PEOPLE

I am the good shepherd. 
The good shepherd gives 
His life for the sheep. But a 
hireling, he who is not the 
shepherd, one who does 
not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and flees; and 
the wolf catches the sheep 
and scatters them.

Pray for the Bakkarwal 
shepherds to see that the 
only shepherd they should 
follow is Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life to save 
mankind from sin.

26
DAY

Jn 10:11-12, NKJV
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Then those who were in the 
boat came and worshiped 
Him, saying, “Truly You are 
the Son of God.” 
 
Meditate on what this verse 
would mean to Hanji people 
if they would read the Gospel 
of Matthew and open their 
hearts.

27
DAY

76

HANJI PEOPLE

Matt 14:33, NKJV L ittle Ahmad had eagerly 
awaited this day, but 

now that it was here, he was 
disappointed. He had always 
admired the way his lean, 
but muscular dad towed his 
boat. Today, Ahmad’s dad 
told him he was old enough 
to take a turn. Ahmad tried 
towing. The boat hardly 

moved! This was back-breaking for a little boy like 
him, and it was not the fun he had envisioned.

Ahmad belongs to the Hanji boatmen caste in 
Kashmir. They live on the lakes or along riverbanks. 
Boats are their distinctly unglamorous “cars” and 
cramped “houses.” Some Hanji boatmen earn their 
living paddling visitors around scenic lakes.

In 2014 floods devastated the lives of many Hanji. 
Authorities in Kashmir demolished dwellings along 
the riverbanks, but did not provide alternative 
settlements. As a result many of the Hanji people 
are now homeless. Without education or economic 
resources, they were powerless to persuade the 
authorities to help provide for them.

In the Bible we read of Jesus getting around by 
boat, teaching and telling stories while standing or 
sitting in a boat, and even sleeping in a boat while a 
storm raged on the lake! The Hanji people, who are 
Muslim, would be pleased to know that Jesus and his 
disciples understood their daily activities. 

Please pray for them to know the one who befriended 
boatmen and fishermen. Pray that Jesus will send 
someone to tell them his stories, and that their lives will 
be transformed.—CMW

An Indian Boatman

Lo
ng



One cannot find 
much information 

about the Bomba, 
and some of it is 
contradictory. Therefore 
what conclusions can 
we make? First, they 

are forgotten, hidden, or neglected by those outside of 
their communities. Secondly, we need to start praying 
for them because God wants them to become part of 
His holy family.

However, we do know some things. There are 
just fewer than 2,000 Bomba people. They are all 
Muslims. They are unengaged, meaning that there 
are currently no efforts being made to lead them for 
Christ. They live in the state of Jammu and Kashmir 
which is the site of territorial conflicts between India, 
Pakistan, and sometimes China. 

There is some uncertainty about the languages they 
speak. One source tells us they speak Kashmiri and 
Bhadrawahi, while another source says they speak 
Dogri. Fortunately, there are printed and audio Bibles, 
the JESUS Film, and audio gospel messages from 
Global Recordings Network (GRN) available in each 
of these languages. 

So why are there no Bomba Christians? These 
languages are spoken by numerous people-groups, and 
the recordings and videos were produced in a different 
location and not readily available to the Bomba. 
Apparently, none of the Bomba people have heard the 
messages in their own languages.

Pray that God will open the door for the Bombas to hear 
the messages, which are now available on the Internet. 
Pray that believers in India will take the recordings and 
videos to the area where the Bomba people live.—AHS

BOMBA PEOPLE

How delightful it is to 
see approaching over the 
mountains the feet of a 
messenger who announces 
peace, a messenger who 
brings good news, who 
announces deliverance, 
who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns!” 
 
Pray for messengers of 
peace to soon come to the 
Bomba people of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

28
DAY

Is 52:7, NET

77

C
re

at
e 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l



Fairness will produce 
peace and result in lasting 
security.

Pray for justice and mercy to 
reign in Kashmir so that all 
will have the chance to excel 
spiritually and economically.

29
DAY
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SUDHAN PEOPLE

Is 32:17, NET I n the late 14th century a great number of people 
in Kashmir were converted to Islam, including the 

Sudhan people who are now entirely Muslim or Sikh. 
There are no known followers of Christ among them.

The Sudhan Education Conference (founded in 
1936 and still in existence today) is one of the 
oldest welfare organizations of the Subcontinent. 
Per their Facebook page their mission is, “not just 
related to the formal education of Kashmiris but 
also moral education and preventing ill will to 
erupt in the society. It is focusing on the other evils 
from the society which are the cause of poverty and 
underdevelopment.” They explain that despite all 
the work that has been done there is a lot more left 
to do and, “an effort is being made to spur the horse 
and come in line with the rest of the world so that 
our youth may look into the eyes of the future and 
restore the lost dignity and honor of Muslims.”

Despite forward movements in education, the 
Sudhan tribe is also being influenced by the 
Wahhabi Islamic movement that promotes separatist 
tendencies among Indian Muslims.

It is significant that a portion of the Sudhan tribe has 
access to the Internet, because there are numerous 
Christian resources available in the two languages 
they speak, namely Kashmiri and Dogri.

Pray that educated members of this people group will 
find the JESUS Film and audio gospel messages in their 
languages on the Internet. Pray that the Spirit will 
prepare the hearts of the Sudhan community to receive the 
gospel when it comes. Pray that the Wahhabi movement 
will not take hold among the Sudhan people.—AHS



Carole was sharing a praise report from Radio Life 
India with her friends who were meeting at the 

end of the year to thank God for answered prayer for 
Christian work in unreached parts of the world. She 
said, “We are so humbled by the Lord who opened 
new ways of preaching in Pakistan, India, and all over 
the world. God is blessing us, and Radio LIFE now 
has a growing audience in Pakistan. They are able to 
listen to gospel messages in Urdu, Punjabi, Sindhi, 
Hindi, Pashto, and Arabic, and we are thankful for 
the response. One of our listeners in Pakistan wrote, 
‘I grew up Muslim. When I was a boy a man told me 
that Isa (Jesus) was a wonderful prophet. I wanted to 
know more about Isa, but no one could help me. Then 
I heard your radio program and you were reading 
about Isa from the Holy Bible. Your program helped 
me to know Isa, and it is changing my life.”

Radio LIFE ministry programs can be heard by more 
than two billion people in India, Pakistan, the United 
Kingdom, Australia, and the United States. Many 
people in some of these countries, especially India, 
have never heard the gospel. Radio LIFE is also 
sending Bibles to listeners on request.

Pray for open hearts to these radio broadcasts. Pray that 
God will give his direction and provision to Pastor Thomas 
and his staff so they can continue this vital work for the 
Lord’s kingdom.—PD

RADIO LIFE INDIA

The LORD lift up his 
countenance upon you and 
give you peace.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
use Radio Life India to bring 
inner peace to the struggling 
people who listen to their 
broadcasts.

30
DAY

Num 6:26, NET
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DAY 31

For the kingdom of God 
does not consist of food and 
drink, but righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.

Pray for those being trained 
by Light and Life Ministries 
to find righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.

31
DAY

80

LIGHT AND LIFE MINISTRIES 

Rom 14:17, NET “I t is hard to believe that it 
was 18 months ago that 

we prayed and discussed the 
goals for our mission work 
in India. God has answered 
many prayers!” John Cleophas 
was writing his update to a 
friend. “It is estimated that 
there are about 700,000 
churches in India and only 
20 percent of the leaders have 
some biblical training. There 
are about seven of us with 
Internet Theological Education 

by Extension (ITEE) Global who travel to India and 
Africa to train the church leaders. In India we are 
working in five major cities with 12 groups. We are 
in the learning process as this type of (Internet and 
personal follow up) training is in its infant stage. We 
pray that we can train 100,000 leaders in the next 
seven years.”

“Our Light and Life Ministries are progressing in 
Gokavaram, Andhra Pradesh. There are about 20 
children in the orphanage receiving care, schooling, 
and teaching from God’s word. The care takers are 
Dr. Raju and his wife Vimala. Raju is also a pastor, 
and he has two small churches with 50-80 members. 
Pastor Raju himself came from a Hindu background 
as did most of the people in his churches.”

Pray that God will guide and provide what is needed for 
this work. Pray for the Holy Spirit to direct many whom 
are touched by this ministry to give their hearts to the 
Lord.—PD
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