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Dear Praying Friends,

By this time, those of you who get the printed edition of the 
GPD know that it is being printed in Taiwan with the help 
of our friends with United Mission of Taiwan (UOMT). 
The Chinese version of the GPD is by far the largest with a 
print run of 50,000. We print about 3,000 in English. It is 
time that we give our Chinese brethren a larger voice in the 
content of this prayer guide for unreached people groups. 
They were able to give me two good lists of unreached 
people groups in the Chinese speaking world that will be 
useful each July when we cover Northeast Asia. I cut one of 
the lists down to those whom we have rarely if ever prayed 
for in the GPD, and tried to include the ones that are least 
reached, and “unengaged,” meaning they don’t have workers 
or Christian materials. 

One thing that kept coming up in the daily GPD entries 
was identity. These peoples are trying to cling to their 
ethnic identity, sometimes as a way to not be swallowed up 
by larger groups. Like people everywhere, they need to put 
their identity in Christ. As you pray this month, remember 
that these same people groups have had very little prayer in 
the past. Prayer makes things happen, including extending 
His church to small ethnic groups in China that feel that 
their identity is being threatened. 

Pray on!

Keith Carey, editor-in-chief, GPD

http://www.globalprn.com/global-prayer-digest-magazine-downloads/

July 2017
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Feature of  the Month

PRAY FOR 
A disciple making movement among every 
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This book provides the most thorough, penetrating analysis of trends in Korean missions to 

date. Seasoned researcher Steve Sang-Cheol Moon maps the relatively recent rise and explosive 

growth of the Korean missionary movement, studying the mission force and significant themes 

in its experience over a twenty-five-year period. These articles and papers supply data on every 

facet: mission fields and ministry foci; finances; age, marriage, family, and general demographics; 

training and credentials; burnout and attrition; education of missionary children; leadership 

trends; and global partnership.

These chapters do not merely catalogue statistics—they probe beneath the surface to ask hard 

questions and set priorities for Korean missions. Moon explores painful subjects such as the 

2007 hostage incident involving short-term workers in Afghanistan, and chronic concerns like 

workaholism and missionaries’ retirement. Ultimately, however, he finds much to commend and 

celebrate, tracing God’s providence in making Korea, within the span of a few decades, a dynamic 

leader in global missions.

sTeve sang-Cheol Moon has been serving as a missionary researcher with the Korea 
Research Institute for Mission since its inception in 1990, and as executive director since 1998. He 
received theological and missiological training from the Asian Center for Theological Studies and 
Mission (M.A.), Yangpyong, Korea, and from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (Ph.D.), Deerfield, 
Illinois. He has been participating in the networks of the World Evangelical Alliance Mission 
Commission as an associate and is a contributing editor of the International Bulletin of Mission 
Research. He is the author of Global Cultural Exegesis for Christian Mission (in Korean; Seoul, 
2009), has edited the Korean Mission Handbook (Seoul, 1990–), and has contributed numerous 
research papers to monographs and journals. Steve is married to Hee-Joo, who is a counselor 
serving missionary families. They have two grown children.
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sTeve sang-Cheol Moon

THE KOREAN 
MISSIONARY 
MOVEMENT: 
Dynamics and Trends, 1988–2013

This book provides the most thorough, 
penetrating analysis of trends in Korean 
missions to date. Seasoned researcher 
Steve Sang-Cheol Moon maps the 
relatively recent rise and explosive growth 
of the Korean missionary movement, 
studying the mission force and significant 
themes in its experience over a twenty-
five-year period. These articles and papers 
supply data on every facet: mission fields 
and ministry foci; finances; age, marriage, 
family, and general demographics; 
training and credentials; burnout and 
attrition; education of missionary 
children; leadership trends; and global 
partnership.

List Price: $24.99
Our Price: $19.99
ISBN: 9780878086306
Steve Sang-Cheol Moon (Author) 
Paperback | 344 Pages | 2016
William Carey Library

WILLIAM CAREY LIBRARY

www.missionbooks.org
US: 1-877-333-4411
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Prayer Resources for 2017!

10-40 Window Reporter  
Prayer for nations of the 10-40 Window.

http://www.1040windowreporter.com/

Prayerguard  
Online general prayer for UPGs.

http://prayerguard.net/?page_id=209

Devotional Ideas
How can you make the most of this 
prayer digest:

• Some people use it as a 
supplement to their regular 
devotional time.

• Others enjoy reading and 
praying around the dinner table 
with the entire family.

• We encourage you to gather 
monthly with other Christian 
friends who are involved in 
this movement. 

Every day at the top of the page 
you’ll find the name of an unreached 
people group for which to pray. The 
small maps will help you locate the 
day’s feature. 

Ethne to Ethne  
A regionally based prayer movement 
for UPGs working closely with GPD.

www.prayerstrategists.net

Global Prayer Resource  
Grand central station for prayer 
materials.

http://www.globalprn.com/
prayer-resources/

PRAYER GUIDES
Global Prayer Digest  
Daily prayer guide for UPGs. Get it 
free digitally!

globalprayerdigest.org 

Joshua Project  
Research and daily prayer materials 
for UPGs.

http://joshuaproject.net/

Light the Window 
Prayer for 365 UPGs once a year 
through 2020.

https://www.ltw2020.org/
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GOD HAS NOT  
FORGOTTEN THEM!  

There are 474 minority groups in China with a combined 
population of more than 100 million. Though they are ignored 
by people, they have never been forgotten by our God.

One hundred years ago, God sent western missionaries to 
these areas. These missionaries brought the gospel to these 
areas where minority tribes lived. The living conditions were 
not good. Even today, the living conditions are too hard for 
many of us, but those missionaries stayed there the rest of 
their lives. Because of their sacrifice, we could potentially see 
many people come to Christ. Among 217 of the 474 minority 
groups, there is still no gospel witness.

Does anyone care about their salvation? This summer, I saw 
those who care when I visited a translation ministry.

BIBLE TRANSLATOR - A

In 1906, a missionary from England began to translate the 
Bible for this tribe. However, because of political issues, he 
had to leave.… The local Christian believers started translating 
the Bible again after the missionary left. They kept this up for 
generations. 

In his old age one of the main translators came to know a 
graduate student whom we will call “A.” A was challenged 
many times to continue the translation work. A had a nice job 
and his family did not accept having him give it up along with 
his comfortable life. He obeyed his family, yet this unfinished 
task was always in the translator’s heart. Then the aging 
servant passed away. His faithfulness and persistence moved 

BY ERNEST 
TO, A CHINESE 

BELIEVER
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GOD HAS NOT FORGOTTEN THEM!

continued on next 

A to surrender to what the Lord had told him to do years earlier: translate the 
Scriptures.

When people started to do their translation work at the dark and tiny room, 
A told me how important the completed Bible translation will be for the tribe. 
“Although we have many Christians already, without the Bible in the mother 
tongue, it is very difficult to embrace the faith.”

I saw a young brother in this translation team who was 16 years old. Starting 
with his grandfather, his family had been translating the Bible, and it is now in 
the fourth generation.

Evangelist B

B came from a mountain area where there are no Christians. Because of 
poverty, the whole family had to move to the city and earn a living by collecting 
garbage. The whole family became believers in this city, becoming the first 
Christian family in their tribe.

B’s grandfather was a very famous village shaman. One winter B came back 
to visitor her grandfather, trying to preach the gospel, but her grandfather 
refused to believe. For the next three nights, her grandfather kept having the 
same dream and was told in the dream that he was dirty. It was a nightmare, 
especially for the grandfather who cared about cleanness so much. B took the 
opportunity to tell her grandfather that Jesus can make him completely clean, 
and he was finally willing to accept the Lord.

After accepted Jesus as Savior, grandfather was longing for God, but he could 
not read the Bible because he had cataracts. Though the family was poor they 
were willing to spend a lot of money to heal him. Grandpa almost read the 
Bible every day when his eyes were well. Six months later, he went to be with 
the Lord.

Grandpa’s death made B realize that she had to preach the gospel to the elderly 
in the village as soon as possible. It would be too late when they passed away. 
At first she wanted to play the JESUS Film to introduce Jesus, but later she 
found that the elderly did not understand. Then she wanted to translate the 
subtitles into their mother language. 



GOD HAS NOT FORGOTTEN THEM!

B only finished junior high school. It was almost impossible for her to translate 
the Bible, but she was eager to share the gospel with the elderly. She had no 
choice but to learn from the beginning. There were no written words in her 
dialect, so she had to create a written language for it. Having never used a 
computer before, she learned her tasks slowly. The whole process was so difficult 
that she almost gave up many times, but for the gospel’s sake, she had to  
keep on.

B read the scriptures to the elderly as she was doing the translation work. 
She led many elders to believe in Christ. She prayed for the sick, cast out 
demons, just as Jesus did. Signs and miracles followed her. By 2015, she led 400 
members of this unreached people to become baptized believers.

C — Looking for the 100th Sheep

For the sake of management, the Chinese government generally consolidates 
their minorities into 55 groups. In fact, these groups are not related to each 
other. In order to let every ethnic group hear the gospel in their mother 
language and to understand the Word of God, we have a responsibility to 
carefully find every hidden group. They are like the lost sheep that Jesus was 
searching for. C told me that they have found many unknown groups. Some 
have less than 100 people. Yes, God will not ignore any small ethnic groups, 
because in the future all nations and all the people will come to worship God 
together. (See Rev. 7:9-10).

D — Training Minority Workers 

D was Han Chinese. He saw ethnic minorities living in remote places with 
little opportunity to hear the gospel. Those who believe in the Lord lack 
shepherding. He was moved by the Holy Spirit and gave up a successful career 
to devote himself to doing something about it.

There are difficulties for Han Chinese who share the gospel with minority 
peoples. Because of the cultural gap between them and the superior feelings of 
the Han, the Chinese have been reluctant to learn minority languages. The Han 
Chinese often leave in frustration. 

8
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GOD HAS NOT FORGOTTEN THEM!

D saw training minority believers to evangelize their tribes with their own 
languages was a more effective strategy. He first encouraged those minority 
group who have Christians in their groups to reach out to the unreached. He 
enabled and equipped them to be witnesses for the Lord among the unreached  
ethnic groups.

E —Caring for Bible Translators 

In China, to be a Bible translator never was a decent job. It is not accepted 
by family members who believe they have no future and look down on them. 
In addition, a translator’s income is too low to meet household expenses. 
Most troublesome is that once the Bible translation is completed, they face 
unemployment. 

God knew the dilemma that his servants had to face, so he prepared E. E was 
an excellent translator, but what God wanted her to do was to care for and help 
other translators. She had to put her work down and, obedient to God, go an 
unknown place to help another translator. How beautiful it is!

E tried various methods, hoping to help translators who could serve while they 
earned a living. She stumbled, but kept on trying, because she was convinced 
that God put the burden on her heart, and the most suitable door would 
certainly open. Last year, we heard the good news that God surely opened a 
door. Now this Bible translator can do the ministry while earning a living as a 
tent maker.  
Which piece of the puzzle are we?

I was visiting the Christian workers who worked among minorities, and I 
can surely witness how difficult it has been. I also saw that God still prepared 
and called His own people. Some were responsible for seeking and finding 
the minority group, some translated the Bible, some preached gospel, some 
train believers. Others mobilized the churches, others cared for the workers. 
Everyone was doing what God entrusted to them. Gradually we could see 
the ministry to minorities like a small puzzle piece by itself, but eventually 
becoming a beautiful picture.

Those of us who are relatively less busy must concentrate on prayer. Let us pray 
faithfully! This is our piece of the puzzle.
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Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who believes in me will also 
do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these 
will he do, because I go to 
the Father. Whatever you 
ask in my name, I will do 
it, that the father may be 
glorified in the son.

Intercessors, as you pray 
for peoples, and for their 
harvesters, senders, and 
your fellow intercessors, 
ask him freely for anything 
and everyone He shows you  
... up to and including the 
unreached in every tribe, 
tongue, people, and nation! 
Your asking ... results in Jesus 
doing ...which glorifies the 
father! Pray that believers 
will ask, and be given the 
privilege of doing great 
things for the unreached for 
the glory of the father.

Does God call children 
to follow in the 

footsteps of their parents? 
Or does He call everyone 
independently of what their 
parents do? In the case of 
Samuel Pollard, it seems 
that he took things one step 
beyond what his parents did.

Samuel Pollard was born to 
a couple that both preached 
for the Bible Christian 
Church, a Methodist-
based denomination. It was 
1864, and the location was 
Camelford, in England. 

Young Samuel put his faith in Christ when he was 
11 years old. He wanted a career in the civil service, 
but God had other plans. At a conference in 1885, 
Samuel was convinced that the Lord wanted him to 
be a missionary instead. Two years later he sailed for 
China with the China Inland Mission.

In China, Pollard took language study before 
beginning his work in the city of Kunming, in 
Yunnan Province. Initially Pollard did evangelism 
and compassion ministries such as establishing 
schools and intervening on behalf of Miao people 
who were being taken advantage of by government 
officials and landlords. In 1891 he began work in a 
Bible Christian Church mission station where he 
married Emmie Hainge, another missionary.

Pray that the Lord will help would-be missionaries to not 
settle for anything less than total dedication to his path for 
their lives.—KC

MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY OF  
SAM POLLARD

John 14:12-1, RSV 

DAY
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If you love me, you will 
obey my commandments. 
Then I will ask the father, 
and he will give you 
another advocate to be 
with you forever—the 
Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot accept, 
because it does not see him 
or know him. But you know 
him, because he resides 
with you and will be in you.

That's Jesus, who had been 
staying with them, coming 
to live in them, and now 
living in you! So pray that 
he will have the time of your 
life as he enjoys praying 
through you for everyone 
and everything you ever 
dreamed of being included 
in his kingdom!

“I shall never forget it. Our room was filled with 
glory and I had a manifestation such as I had 

never realized before. The glory of God came down 
and so filled me that I felt the Holy Ghost from my 
head to the soles of my feet. I had a promise  
at that meeting that we are going to have thousands 
of souls.” 

It was only a year into Pollard’s ministry when 
he had this experience at a prayer meeting that 
convinced him that the Lord would bring thousands 
of Miao people to saving faith in Christ. It didn’t 
happen for 16 years, but it was worth the wait!

In 1905, a people movement among the Flowery 
Miao thrust him into a new role. His job was to 
produce a Bible for this people group that did not 
even have an alphabet. Some thought that he should 
use a Latin script, while others thought he should 
use the Burmese alphabet. Eventually he created his 
own script based partly on the written language of 
the Cree Indians. This script that he came up with 
is called the Pollard script, and it is still used today 
when writing in the Flowery Miao language. 

At the age of 51, Samuel Pollard died of the flu in 
1915. He is still remembered by the Flowery Miao 
as their spiritual ancestor.

Pray that the Lord will raise up many more to take his 
word to the many unreached Miao and Hmong peoples 
of China.—KC

 

BIOGRAPHY, CONTINUED 02
DAY

John 14:15-17, NET 
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Now thanks be to God who 
always leads us in triumph 
in Christ, and through us 
diffuses the fragrance of his 
knowledge in every place.

Pray for God to disperse the 
fragrance of Christ to the 
Pingdi people.

Are the Pingdi 
Yao people close 

to finding God or are 
they far from him? That 
depends on how you 
look at the situation. 

They live in a northern 
section of Guangxi 
Province that borders 
Hunan and Guangdong, 
two other Chinese 
provinces. Their area 

is rarely visited by outsiders, so they have almost 
no interactions with other people groups. With a 
population of a little over one million, the Pingdi 
Yao people have only 400 Christians. They have no 
Bible, JESUS Film, or even gospel recordings in 
their language. But these resources are available in 
similar languages of other Yao peoples.

Like other Yao peoples, the Pingdi believe in a god 
of creation, whom they call Tin Zay. He lives in 
heaven, and he’s a holy god. But at one time, they 
crossed a sea, and lost track of this god.  Like many 
other peoples around the world, they have a legend 
about a great flood that wiped out human kind. 

There is potential for them to find the Lord, and they 
do not seem to have a strong set of their own beliefs. 
Will the Pingdi people be able to find the Lord 
without someone going to them?

Pray that the Pingdi Yao people will knock, seek, and find 
the true God of creation. Pray that believers from other 
parts of China will take them the good news, and they 
will respond by producing their own Bible, JESUS Film, 
and radio broadcasts.—KC

PINGDI (PING-DEE) YAO PEOPLE03
DAY

2 Cor 2:14, NKJV 
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I am the vine; you are the 
branches. The one who 
remains in me—and I in 
him—bears much fruit, 
because apart from me you 
can accomplish nothing.

Intercessor, every time you 
pray for these unreached 
peoples and their harvesters, 
remind yourself that 
because you are joined to 
Jesus, the harvest is sure to 
be abundant! Pray for an 
abundant harvest among 
the Wunai people of China.

Cameron Townsend, the 
founder of Wycliffe 

Bible Translators once said, 
“The greatest missionary is 
the mother tongue. It never 
needs a furlough and is never 
considered a foreigner.”

The 12,000 Wunai people 
of China have no Christian 
contact and do not have their 
own Bible. Instead of the joy 
and peace of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, they depend on 
shamans who are hurriedly 
called after a death to chant 

the “opening of the way” over the body. This chant is 
intended to show “the way” for the spirit to find the 
village of their ancestors in order to stay a while before 
they are reincarnated back to earth.

The Wunai are a unique people God has created 
to know him. In their culture there is already an 
implanted key to understanding Jesus. They seek “the 
way,” yet Jesus has already explained that he is the 
“way, the truth, and the life.” How agonizing that 
what they seek has never been shown to them. 

Pray that these workers will quickly learn the heart 
language of the Wunai to more clearly explain “the way” 
to faith in Jesus Christ and what the shedding of his blood 
has provided for them. Pray that the Wunai, who call 
themselves, “us people,” will be joyfully represented among 
the great multitude praising God around His throne in 
Heaven as we read in Revelation 7:9-10.—PE

WUNAI (WOO-NAI) PEOPLE OF 
CHINA 04

DAY

John 15:5, NET 
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For though you might have 
ten thousand instructors in 
Christ, yet you do not have 
many fathers; for in Christ 
Jesus I have begotten you 
through the gospel.

Pray for workers like Eleanor 
Chestnut to be thrust out to 
the Bugan people and others 
like them in southern China.

E leanor Chestnut, a 
medical missionary, 

poured out her heart, soul, 
and life for the people of 
Guangxi Province in China. 
She operated on those who 
needed surgery, took skin 
from her own leg to close 
a gaping wound on an 
amputated leg, and spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to those 
around her. Because of this 
there are scattered churches in 
the area of her ministry.

Something Dr. Chestnut 
didn’t know was that there were nearly 3,000 
hidden people close to her, so hidden they were 
not even discovered until 1996. They are scattered 
along the rivers and streams, grow rice on the 
sides of mountains, and are an isolated and remote 
population. Known as the Bugan people, they don’t 
recognize a specific religion in their lives. Only traces 
of animism and ancestor worship show up in the 
daily activities. The women embroider lovely clothing 
while the men are busy with the agriculture that 
sustains them.

Unengaged and unreached are the heartbreaking 
words used to describe the spiritual state of the 
Bugan people today. While their neighbors have 
churches where Christ is worshipped, they have none. 
They are hidden to most, but not to the Lord.

Pray for God to call workers with a heart like Eleanor 
Chestnut, to give their all for the master and savior among 
the lost Bugan. Pray for the Holy Spirit to raise up mighty 
followers of Christ among them.—PE

BUGAN (BOO-GUN) PEOPLE05
DAY

1 Cor 4:15, NKJV
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Do not despise these small 
beginnings, for the Lord 
rejoices to see the work 
begin ….

Pray for small beginnings 
of spiritual growth to begin 
among the Numao people 
of China.

 

T hey only have 
a simple audio 

recording to tell 
them about the most 
important matter in their 
lives! Someone labored 
diligently at one time 
to capture the nugget of 
truth that is the gospel 
in the heart language 
of the Numao people. It 

stands ready for another to build upon. Who knows 
whether it lingers on a dusty shelf or has never been 
distributed or taught at all. What we do know is  
that at this time there is not one Numao who  
follows Christ.

In 500 BC the Numao were part of a great race 
who were forced to flee to southern China to escape 
persecution. Then conflict shattered the great race 
into tiny shards of people groups who became distinct 
in language and customs. 

The Numao are sometimes called the “black trouser 
Yao” for the black trousers the men customarily wear. 
They worship spirits and believe demons live in the 
highest of their mountains. Because of their few 
numbers, about 2300, most mission agencies have 
largely ignored the Numao and others with such 
small populations. 

As the curtains of time are drawing closed, may we 
remember the few as well as the many, for all are offered 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross for their salvation. 
The gentle shepherd leaves the great herd to rescue the one. 
May we pray diligently for the salvation of the Numao 
people.—PE

NUMAO (NOO-MAOW) PEOPLE 06
DAY

Zechariah 4:10a 
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For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ 
Jesus.

Pray for the Xialusi people 
to put their hope, their faith, 
and their identity in Christ 
the king.

Imagine yourself living in a situation where 
everyone you meet has to be able to speak Chinese 

so you can be able to communicate with one another. 
You live in a place that is remote because of high 
mountains. Situations like this mean that on opposite 
sides of every mountain there is a different language. 
With the large number of languages in the area, the 
government tries to combine the peoples even if it’s 
arbitrary. So you are identified as part of a cluster of 
tribes like the Dong, but you aren’t Dong. Your tribe 
speaks their own language. And with a population of 
about 4,000 in a country with over a billion people, 
your tribal identity is easily sacrificed for the greater 
good. This is the situation of the Xialusi people.

One of the common things you will see this month 
is the smaller people groups like the Xialusi struggle 
with their identity. Identity is who you are! And your 
identity is being overrun by others. Could this be the 
time when these smaller tribes put their identity in 
Christ? It would be great for them to identify with 
the king of kings! But how will they hear if there are 
no missionaries and no Christian materials, not even 
a gospel recording?

Pray that soon believers will produce songs, stories, and 
Bible recordings in their language, so they can find the one 
we all must identify with on the final day.—KC

XIALUSI (SHEEAH-LOO-SI) PEOPLE 07
DAY

Gal 3:26, NKJV
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DIAO (DEE-OW) PEOPLE

I delight greatly in the 
LORD; my soul rejoices in 

my God. For he has clothed 
me with garments of salvation 
and arrayed me in a robe of 
his righteousness... Isaiah 
61:10a, NIV.

Today, the Diao women stitch 
their people's histories into 
their clothing. Each detail, the 
patterns and vibrant colors of 
their garb, depict the customs 
and unique beliefs of each tribe.

There are over 2,000 Diao 
people living in Guizhou Province of southern China. 
In the 1950s the Diao applied for official recognition 
as a minority group and were rejected. Scholars 
later included them as part of the Dong nationality; 
however, the Diao adamantly identify themselves as a 
distinct people group. 

Traditionally, the Diao have been animists who 
worship the spirit of the bull which they believe 
to possess remarkable power. In their history of 
challenged identity and social namelessness, it 
is fitting that the Diao are drawn to a symbol of 
strength. It is likely that most Diao have had no 
exposure to Christianity or to the Lord. The Diao 
must know their heavenly father who formed and 
created them uniquely, as a people to be treasured, not 
hidden among the masses. 

Pray for God to raise up spokespeople for the Diao in China. 
Pray that the Diao would know the power and love of 
God that gives us our true identities and clothes us in 
righteousness.—EC

There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.

Pray that the Diao people 
will put their identity in the 
firm foundation of Christ, 
not in their unique ethnicity.

08
DAY

Gal 3:28, NKJV 
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For this reason I have sent 
Timothy to you, who is my 
beloved and faithful son in 
the Lord, who will remind 
you of my ways in Christ, as 
I teach everywhere in every 
church.

Pray for the Lord to raise 
up someone to take the 
complete gospel to the 
Changpao people of China.

CHANGPAO (CHUNG-PAOW) PEOPLE09
DAY

1 Cor 4:17, NKJV 

18

“T his is hard to believe!” Su Yang, a Chinese 
believer was reading a Joshua Project profile 

on the Changpao people to a friend at church. She 
continued, “The Changpao people do not have any 
Bible translations, JESUS Film, gospel recordings, 
radio Bible broadcasts, or even anyone to tell them 
about God’s word!” 

Her friend replied, “Tell me more about these people.” 
Su Yang said, “There are only about 6600 of them. 
They are similar to other peoples in Guizhou Province. 
The Chinese think of them as ‘Yao,’ but that term is 
very generic, and it refers to a group of tribes. The 
Changpao are determined to be different than the 
other peoples.”

They have faced hard times with severe poverty mainly 
due to their inability to grown crops because their 
region has such poor soil. They are proud, and they 
resist help from other people, yet many of them practice 
spirit and ancestor rituals. Daoist priests serve them 
as consultants when they face problems. The believers 
living in Guizhou could be God’s witnesses to the 
Changpao, but there are only a tiny number of them. 

Pray that there will be believers willing to be guided by 
God to reach the Changpao people. Pray that God will 
prepare the Changpao to be open to believers so they will 
know God’s word and be willing to follow Him and know 
His peace, love, and eternal life.—PD



CHANGPAO (CHUNG-PAOW) PEOPLE

…that the Gentiles should 
be fellow heirs, of the same 
body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ through 
the gospel,…

Pray for the Sanqiao people 
to place their identity in 
Jesus Christ. Pray for them to 
joyfully worship him in ways 
that honor both their culture 
and his kingdom.

(This story is intended to illustrate aspects of the culture of 
this people group.)

J iang, a Sanqiao man, had just returned from 
working in a factory far away from his village 

located in the remote hills of Guizhou Province. 
He arrived at his uncle’s home for a visit. Holding 
a fruit basket with both hands and bowing, Jiang 
presented his gift to his uncle and said, “Hui Cheng, 
it is so good to see you after so long.” The elderly man 
welcomed his nephew by saying, “I miss our times 
together. Things are changing fast here in the village. 
The children are beginning to speak Chinese rather 
than our language. We had some tourists come, but 
they were not interested in our traditions. I feel  
sad inside.”

Jiang responded, “I feel bad about all the changes. I 
love our traditions, uncle, but we have to change with 
the times. I heard they will be building a better road, 
so it will be easier for people to reach our village.” 
Frowning and shaking his head, the uncle replied, 
“I do not like the changes. Someday we will just 
disappear as a people.”

Many of the 6700 Sanqiao people have had to accept 
cultural changes. Most of them identify with the 
Dong people. Buddhism and ancestral worship are 
still a part of their lives. However, many Sanqiao are 
dropping all religious traditions.  They need believers 
to present the gospel to them. 

Pray that God will open the way for his servants to reach the 
Sanqiao soon.—PD

SANQIAO (SAHN-CHEEOW) PEOPLE 10
DAY

Eph 3:6, NKJV 
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… nor height nor depth, 
nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Pray that the Youmai 
people, who seek to 
give blessings to their 
neighbors, will also seek to 
receive the blessings of the 
King of kings.

(This story is intended to illustrate aspects of the 
culture of this people group.)

With a huge smile, Yun, a Youmai 
grandmother, was showing her granddaughter 

Ya how to make dumplings for the upcoming New 
Year (Spring Festival). "Remember, Ya, we need to 
make many dumplings because this year our village 
has invited all the other Youmai villages to celebrate 
with us.”

Ya asked, "tell me about the stuffing for the 
dumplings.” “The cabbage means you are expressing 
a blessing for a long life with love and happiness. 
Fish means you are extending a wish that the person 
will have great wealth. Mushrooms means you are 
extending wishes for a healthy life. Every stuffing 
is an important way to show how much you want 
to wish someone a happy and lucky New Year.” Ya 
said, “I’m going to make one big dumpling with 
everything in it just for you, grandma!” Yun smiled 
and replied, “What a beautiful thing for you to say! 
May you always be as sweet as this candy!” Then  
she placed a candy wrapped in red paper in the  
girl’s hand. 

There are only about 2,000 Youmai people living 
in small villages in Guizhou Province. Youmai still 
continue with their traditions of worshipping their 
ancestors and the spirits. There are no followers of 
Christ among these people. 

 Pray that soon they will know the greatest happiness 
is found in knowing Jesus as their savior and lord. 
Pray that they will see Jesus as their ultimate ancestor, 
and pray only to him.—PD

YOUMAI (YOU-MY) PEOPLE 11
DAY

Rom 8:39, NKJV
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I will search for the lost and 
bring back the strays. I will 
bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak, but 
the sleek and the strong I 
will destroy. I will shepherd 
the flock with justice.

Make this your prayer for the 
lost Liujia people today.

Wikipedia reports, “There are dozens of ethnic 
groups in Guizhou Province that are not 

officially recognized.” Not much is known about them, 
but this month we will pray for some of these ethnic 
groups Chinese believers recommended.

If you look diligently you’ll find 4,000 indigenous 
Liujia people in this province. The government 
classifies them as Han Chinese, but they have their 
own language and culture. Finishing the Task lists the 
Liujia as “unengaged.” This means they don’t know of 
any Christians among them, any missionaries seeking 
to reach them, or any churches adopting them. The 
Liujia practice Chinese folk religion, a complex mix of 
Buddhism, Taoism and ancestor veneration. There are 
no Christian resources in the Liujia language. 

Many Liujia speak Mandarin Chinese, the official 
language of China, which is spoken by more people 
than any other language in the world. The Bible is 
translated into this language. Other resources in 
Mandarin include the JESUS Film, audio gospel 
messages from Global Recordings Network (GRN), 
and radio broadcasts. However, because the people feel 
sidelined by the Chinese, using Mandarin is not the 
best approach to evangelize them.

Pray that a team from GRN will be able to make recordings 
of the gospel message in the heart language of the Liujia 
people.  Ask the Lord of the harvest to thrust forth laborers to 
the Liujia so they can begin the process of making disciples of 
Christ among them.—AS

LIUJIA (LEE-U-JEEAH) PEOPLE  
OF CHINA 12

DAY

Ez 34:16, NIV
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The ‘gods’ know nothing, 
they understand 
nothing. They walk 
about in darkness; all the 
foundations of the earth are 
shaken.

Pray that the Ai-Cham 
people will soon understand 
that the gods they worship 
only offer more darkness, 
and that they must flee to 
the light of Jesus.

To give his people the knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins, because of the 

tender mercy of our God…to shine upon those who 
sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace. Luke 1:77, 78 

Do you remember what it was like when you knew 
you would die one day, but didn’t know what would 
happen to you afterwards? Have you ever been in a 
deep, dark cave with no light source, experiencing 
darkness so intense you could touch it, feel it  
clinging to you?

The 3,000  Ai-Cham people sit in that kind of 
darkness. There is no one within their community 
to tell them the truth, that almighty God, who is 
light, loves them, and has provided the only way out 
of their darkness through the death of his son, Jesus 
Christ, who paid the penalty for their sins. Instead 
they worship a multiplicity of gods,  spirit beings, 
and ancestors for whom plates of food are offered 
several times a year for the souls of their deceased 
family members. These people are unreached, 
unengaged, and without a gospel witness. Few have 
any knowledge of their Savior.

Pray that audio and visual gospel resources will find their 
way into the homes of this needy people group. Pray that 
the Holy Spirit will pull down the strongholds that bind 
these people. Pray for a church planting movement to 
flourish in their communities.—KH

AI-CHAM (EYE-CHUM) PEOPLE13
DAY

Ps 82:5, NIV
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How are they to call on 
one they have not believed 
in? And how are they to 
believe in one they have 
not heard of? And how 
are they to hear without 
someone preaching to 
them?

As far as we know, most 
of the Rao people of 
southwestern China have 
never known a true believer 
in Jesus Christ. Pray the Lord 
sends workers to the Rao 
villages of Guizhou Province 
so that the Rao people may 
have the opportunity to hear 
the gospel and be saved.

Where would you be today if you had never heard 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ? Jesus said in John 

8:12b (NIV), “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
who follows me will never walk in darkness but will 
have the light of life.” We would be stumbling in 
darkness just as the Rao people are presently doing.

The Rao live in small to medium sized villages. The 
inhabitants of each village have the same family name, 
and they marry within their clan. They are hard-
working small farmers.

The animistic spiritual beliefs of the Rao were 
suppressed by the Chinese government during the 
late 1960s. Today the Rao are given more freedom to 
practice their ethnic religion. They hold a festival every 
November that enhances their cultural identity. 

Guizhou Province, home of the Rao people, has the 
fewest medical workers per capita than any Chinese 
province. Even by Chinese standards, the Rao have a 
low standard of living.  

Pray the Lord would send Christian medical workers to 
help the Rao. Pray that Christian business people will be 
led to live with the Rao and help them economically. The 
New Testament is available in the Rao language; pray the 
Lord uses the New Testament to bring many Rao to himself.  
Pray that God uses oral ministries to allow the many Rao 
who cannot read to hear and respond to the gospel. Pray 
a growing, Bible believing church is planted in each Rao 
village.—DK

RAO (RAOW) PEOPLE 14
DAY

Rom 10:14, NET
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… that the blessing of 
Abraham might come upon 
the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, 
that we might receive 
the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.

Pray that the blessings of 
Abraham and his seed will 
soon be extended to the 
Qanu people.

To the locals, the Qanu people are sometimes 
known as the “Miao with Combs in Their 

Hair.” Included yet different, the Qanu people are 
considered part of the Miao cluster of people groups, 
though they have their own distinct ethnic identity. 
These people are primarily agricultural, with some 
families raising livestock as well. They have no 
written language. This has caused much anguish 
amongst the Qanu for quite some time. 

The Qanu are animists, worshiping the spirits that 
inhabit the world. Of particular note is the spirit of 
water, which is held in great fear by the Qanu.

Though there were Protestant missionaries in the 
area prior to the rise of communism, few worked in 
the particular region inhabited by the Qanu. These 
missionaries are remembered well by the general 
public as servants, self-sacrificing, and laboring 
with the love of God. The communist authorities, 
however, paint them as imperialists spreading 
propaganda to spread dissension, with the intent to 
exploit the people.

Pray that the Qanu people would encounter the love of 
the Father through indigenous missionaries and evange-
lists. Pray that they would be open to receiving the good 
news of the kingdom of God, and to trade their fear of the 
spirits for the love and peace of Christ. Pray that commu-
nism would be unable to keep the gospel quiet, and that 
Christ’s light would shine brightly in the darkness.—BK

QANU (GA-NOO) PEOPLE 15
DAY

Gal 3:14, NKJV
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Let the wise listen and 
add to their learning, and 
let the discerning get 
guidance…

Pray for spiritual 
discernment for the Xi 
people as they try to 
distinguish between the 
truth of the gospel and the 
lies of local cults.

Denied official recognition as a minority in 
the 1950s, included in a list of undetermined 

minorities in the 1980s, the Xi are a small, though 
unique people group. Though there are less than 1,800 
Xi in the heart of China, they are entirely different 
from all their neighbors in terms of history, language, 
and customs. The Xi believe their origins to be in the 
Gansu or Shaanxi Province. Today, the most closely 
related people is the Ga Mong. Both were considered 
a part of the Miao nationality, but were recently 
reclassified as Xi for political reasons.

Until recently, the Xi women would regularly wear 
beautiful traditional clothing, though it is now 
reserved for special occasions. The Xi are open to 
intermarriage with the Ge, Miao, or Han. When they 
marry within their own people, they must marry those 
from other villages. 

Though the Xi were presented with the gospel by 
a group of Chinese Christians in 1998, they were 
unwilling to accept the message brought to them. 
Unable to recognize a difference between the 
Christian missionaries and those of an indigenous 
cult, they were not willing to receive the gospel 
message. They retained their animistic ways.

Pray that the Xi people would encounter the true power 
and love of the gospel of the kingdom of God. Pray that 
their eyes would be opened, that they would be able to see 
truly, and that they would receive freedom from spiritual 
bondage.–BK

XI (SHEE) PEOPLE OF CHINA 16
DAY

Prov 1:5, NIV
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Likewise you also, reckon 
yourselves to be dead 
indeed to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Pray for the Da Hei Neisu 
people to become dead to 
sin, and alive to Christ.

(This story illustrated aspects of 
this people group’s culture.)

T he young man entered 
the room, staring 

fiercely at his restrained wife. 
Sweating profusely, the young 
woman moaned and twitched 
as she pulled her wrist, which 
was tied by a string to the 

bedpost. Behind the young man followed an older 
man, a shaman, decorated extravagantly and also 
wearing a fierce expression. The shaman would 
determine if this woman’s spirit needed to be called 
back into her body.

Hundreds of years ago, a Da Hei Neisu man with 
a captive would have been a typical slave owner. 
Commonly called Da Hei Yi (Big Black Yi) by 
the Chinese, they call themselves Neisu or Nasu, 
meaning “black people.” On the top social tier of the 
various Yi peoples, the Da Hei Neisu were society’s 
landlords and slave owners, but have since changed 
their ways. 

About 8,500 Da Hei Neisu people live in southern 
China, mainly in Yunnan Province. Their language 
is Wusa Nasu. They are a polytheistic (meaning they 
worship many gods), animistic people who know 
nothing of Jesus and everything about the occult. They 
are considered completely unreached with the gospel.

Pray that the powerful influence of the occult will be 
replaced with the life-giving power of Jesus Christ. Pray 
that the Holy Spirit will move in the lives of Chinese 
believers to motivate them to share the gospel with the Da 
Hei Neisu. Pray for a vibrant church to emerge among the 
Da Hei Neisu.—LR

DA HEI NEISU  
(DA-HAY-NAY-SOO) PEOPLE17

DAY

Rom 6:11, NKJV

26

PC
 A

si
a 

O
ut

re
ac

h



Therefore purge out the old 
leaven, that you may be a 
new lump, since you truly 
are unleavened. For indeed 
Christ, our Passover, was 
sacrificed for us.

Pray for the Xiao Hei Neisu 
people to accept Christ as 
their final sacrifice.

(This story is intended to illustrate certain things about this 
people group.)

The oozing organs of the sheep he just sacrificed 
lay before the shaman. Studying the bloody mess, 

the shaman wondered what he might say to benefit his 
people. He was supposed to tell the future by studying 
the organs. If only the gods could use words to tell 
him, he thought!

Today we focus on the social tier that falls below 
yesterday’s group. They are called the Xiao Hei Neisu 
people. They identify themselves as part of the Neisu 
cluster, just like yesterday’s group. Each of these 
groups are part of the arbitrary Yi peoples whom we 
prayed for a year ago in the GPD.

Around 9,600 of the Xiao Hei Neisu people live in 
southern China. We know very little about these 
specific groups, but we do know that they practice 
shamanism, so they put their faith in dangerous spirits 
instead of the Lord.

We know that a few Xiao Hei Neisu people put their 
faith in Jesus in 1998 after Chinese believers brought 
them the gospel. Yet only a little more than one in 
1,000 have embraced Christ since then. However, an 
audio recording was produced for them in 1998 and 
still remains the best tool for reaching the pre-literate 
Xiao Hei Neisu people.

Pray that Chinese believers will bring them these gospel 
recordings and begin the process of leading them to the one 
who gives life to the full. –LR 

XIAO HEI NEISU  
(SHAOW-HAY-NAY-SOO) PEOPLE 18

DAY

1 Cor 5:7, NKJV 
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(This fictional account is intended to explain the beliefs of 
this people group).

“S he is very sick,” the mother said, looking down 
at her young daughter with an expression of 

grave concern. She touched the girl’s damp forehead 
again with her hand, then wiped it with a wet cloth. 

“She’s burning up. We have done something to 
displease the gods. They are angry with us.”

“I will call the shaman,” the father said somberly. “She 
will drive away this evil.”

Before he could leave the room, the oldest son 
suggested, “Why don’t we get the man who came 
from the city.”

The father and mother both looked at him with a 
combination of curiosity and disapproval.

“He says that we can pray to someone named Jesus and 
this Jesus will answer us.” The mother turned away, 
shaking her head, and began to dab at her daughter’s 
forehead with the cloth. 

The father glared at his son for a moment before 
saying, “I’ll get the shaman.”

According to research, there are no followers of 
Christ among the Aling people of China. They 
have stubbornly resisted the gospel. The Bible is not 
available in their language, and despite calls to action 
among ministry agencies, few missionaries have even 
tried to preach the good news to them. Imagine how 
this must grieve God’s heart!

Pray for laborers to be sent into this waiting harvest field, 
both missionaries and Bible translators. Pray for the hearts 
of the Aling to be softened and prepared for the message of 
salvation in Christ.—CL

ALING (AH-LOO) PEOPLE

But their minds were 
blinded. For until this day 
the same veil remains 
unlifted in the reading 
of the Old Testament, 
because the veil is taken 
away in Christ.

Pray for the spiritual 
blindness of the Aling 
people will be removed 
when they hear the name 
of Jesus.

19
DAY

2 Cor 3:14, NKJV
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ALING (AH-LOO) PEOPLE

Blessed is that man who 
makes the LORD his trust, 
and does not respect the 
proud, nor such as turn 
aside to lies.

Pray for the Wopu people to 
put their complete trust in 
the Lord.

(This fictional account is intended to explain the beliefs of 
this people group.)

“My turn!” the twin girls chimed in unison. 
Their father shook his head. “It is your 

brother’s turn.” “It’s not fair,” one of the twins 
complained, bottom lip thrust out. Ignoring this, the 
father lit a long match and handed it to his son. The 
boy accepted it with wide eyes and clumsily began 
trying to light the candle on the small altar.

The Wopu people are careful to regularly sacrifice 
to their ancestors. They believe that deceased family 
members have the power to protect them and the 
ability to bring good fortune. They also believe in a 
kitchen god that lives in the fire pit which is located 
in the center of every home. This spirit must be kept 
happy with various gifts and sacrifices in order to 
ensure success for the home and family.

While these beliefs might seem strange to some 
Westerners, the Wopu people do not know a different 
way. Animism and ancestor worship has been part 
of their way of life for centuries. The Bible is not 
available in their Wusa Nasu language. The Wopu do 
not have an audio Bible or the JESUS Film.

Ask the Lord to break down any barriers keeping the 
Wopu people from receiving Christ. Pray for his kingdom 
to be established among them.—CL

WOPU (WOH-POO) PEOPLE 20
DAY

Ps. 40:4, NKJV
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Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in 
Christ,…

Pray that the Xingping 
people will soon accept 
the blessings in Christ, and 
forsake all other possible 
“suitors.”

“This is American 
Idol Chinese 

style,” thought the 
visitor from America, as 
he watched the young 
men and women sing. 
Each contestant took 
turns singing a song. 
All of the competitors 
were members of the 
Xingping Lalu people 
group. The two winners 

were declared the most eligible for marriage.

The Xingping Lalu people have lived in China’s 
Yunnan Province for as long as anyone can 
remember.  Singing is this people group’s favorite 
activity. From centuries past traditional songs have 
been handed down from one generation to the next. 
And the winner will make the best husband… so 
they think.

This people group worships many gods and spirits. 
The Xingping Lalu live in fear of ghosts. The 
neighboring Hongjjn Tai people group has taken the 
message of salvation to this people group and have 
won 150 to become part of the bride of Christ. But 
99 percent of the Xingping Lalu have yet to accept 
Christ as lord. 

Pray that the Bible will be translated into the Xingping 
Lalu language. Ask God to lead a mission agency to 
target the Xingping Lalu for outreach. Pray that the 
150 Xingping Lalu followers of Jesus Christ will mature 
spiritually, and take his ways to their families and neigh-
bors. Pray that they will disciple their people in the ways of 
Jesus Christ.—WK

XINGPING LALU  
(SHIN-PING-LAH-LOO) PEOPLE21

DAY

Eph 1:3, NKJV 
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For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has made 
me free from the law of sin 
and death.

Pray that the Longjia 
people will soon seek and 
find freedom from blood 
sacrifices that have been 
paid for by Christ.

(This article is intended to describe 
the lifestyle of this people group).

The visitor from El Salvador 
watched the Longjia men 

surround a bull in a wooden 
enclosure. When the bull chased 
one man, another would jab it 
with a spear. This looked very 
different from what he’d seen 
in Latin America. The bull 
fight ended with the bull being 
killed. Then a priest entered the 
enclosure and chanted a prayer 

over the body of the dead bull. This priest represented 
the traditional animistic beliefs of the Longjia people.

The Longjia people group lives in China’s Guizhou 
and Yunnan Provinces. They worship nature spirits. 
Each year this people group kills a sacred bull to 
appease these spirits. The Longjia believe that the 
killing of the sacred bull will insure adequate rain and 
good harvests. There are no known followers of Jesus 
Christ among this people group, despite the fact that 
many of their neighbors have many followers of Jesus 
Christ among them. 

Ask God to raise up faithful workers who will take the 
message of salvation to the Longjia. The neighboring Han, 
Miao, and Bouyei people groups have been reached for 
the Lord. Ask God to lead the churches within these people 
groups to reach out to their Longjia neighbors and help them 
establish a church planting movement of their own.—WK

LONGJIA (LONG-JEEAH) PEOPLE 22
DAY

Rom 8:2, NKJV
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… being justified freely 
by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,…

Pray that the Micha people 
will put off all other religions, 
and embrace a relationship 
with the only one who can 
offer grace and redemption.

S o Paul, standing before the council, addressed them 
as follows: “Men of Athens, I novtice that you are 

very religious in every way…” Acts 17:22, NLT

China’s Micha people practice various religious 
beliefs adopted from their neighbors, including 
Daoism, Buddhism, and ancestor worship. 
Polytheistic beliefs have largely diminished among 
them, though their elderly still worship different 
spirits, including the village spirit believed to live in 
the biggest tree near their community.

The 32,000 Micha people live in southern China’s 
Yunnan Province. Today, most Micha work hard in 
agriculture, and they prefer to keep to themselves in 
their mountain community. However, many young 
Michas move to towns and cities to make more 
money, returning home for special occasions  
and festivals.

Despite the small presence of Three-Self Churches 
(government-approved) in their region, along with 
some Catholic influence, the unreached Micha are a 
relatively small and isolated people without a witness. 
There is no Bible translation in their language, Miqie. 
However, there is audio Bible teaching in Miqie 
through Global Recordings Network (GRN).

Pray that Chinese believers reach out to and intercede 
for the Micha people. Ask God to prepare Micha hearts, 
bringing his word to them in their own language. Pray 
they listen to GRN teaching and that God’s Spirit 
penetrates the darkness of false religions, drawing the 
Micha to their true redeemer. May there soon be a disciple 
making movement among the Micha people that will 
transform their community into Christ’s likeness.—CR

MICHA (MEE-CHEE) PEOPLE23
DAY

Rom 3:24, NKJV 
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MICHA (MEE-CHEE) PEOPLE

He has rescued us 
completely from the 
tyrannical rule of darkness 
and has transferred us into 
the kingdom-realm of his 
beloved son.

Pray that soon the Apu 
people will be delivered from 
Satan’s tyrannical rule, and 
transferred to the King of 
kings.

APU (AH-POO) PEOPLE 24
DAY

Colossians 1:13, TPT 

33

Numbering 3200 people, the Apu have only been 
“discovered” by outsiders in recent years, and 

little is known about them. Like the Micha for whom 
we prayed yesterday, the Apu are a small, isolated 
people group living in China’s Yunnan Province. 

The Apu are counted as one of the 120 Yi peoples of 
China. The large number of Yi groups resulted from 
war, migrations, and slavery’s threat over centuries. 
Such conflict led small groups like the Apu to 
leave their homes and move to calmer places. With 
numerous years of isolation, the Apu people and 
others like them have developed an identity, dialect, 
and customs of their own.

The Apu worship many spirits believed to control 
life in their communities, including the dragon god 
who is greatly honored among them. Apu people are 
dominated by alcoholism and sexual immorality. With 
no known Christian witness, the Apu are considered 
not only unreached but unengaged, meaning that 
there are no believers reaching out to them. Their 
language, Eastern Nisu, includes no Bible translation, 
though there is GRN audio Bible teaching in  
this language. 

The Apu live in Jinping County. Many from other 
people groups living in the same county have come  
to Christ through gospel radio broadcasts in their 
mother tongues. 

Pray for Eastern Nisu broadcasts to reach the Apu. Ask 
for intercessors and missionaries to be raised up in Jinping 
County and elsewhere for the Apu. Pray freedom through 
Christ and a harvest of souls for China’s Apu people.—CR



AZONG (AH-ZONG) PEOPLE
(This story illustrates aspects 
of the culture of the people 
group.)

Grandfather was 
dead. Deshi, 

the eldest son, was 
responsible for the 
funeral arrangements. 
Sadly for Deshi’s people, 
the Azong, the Chinese 

central government had recently banned burial, 
mandating cremation instead. If Deshi had his way, 
he would bury grandfather with silver in his mouth. 
The money would provide for grandfather’s needs 
in the afterworld. Deshi would write grandfather’s 
name on a wooden tablet. This he would have to do 
using the blood from his own finger. When he was a 
child, this practice always sent shivers down Deshi’s 
spine, but now that he was an adult, he no longer 
shied away from the bloody task. Deshi would pass 
on the wooden name tablet to his son and grandson. 
Three generations would use Grandfather’s tablet in 
ancestral rites. Deshi’s grandson would be  
the one responsible for eventually burning 
grandfather’s tablet.

The Azong people practice ancestor worship mixed 
with animism. There are only 1,300 Azong, and they 
live only in China. There are no known followers 
of Christ among them. There are no portions of the 
Bible in their language. 

Please pray for the resources to reach out to these people. 
Pray that the Azong people will come to know the God who 
offers them much more than silver in the afterlife. Pray that 
both the men and the women in Azong communities will 
be discipled in the ways of Christ.—CMW

…that is, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not imputing 
their trespasses to them, 
and has committed to us 
the word of reconciliation.

Pray that soon many from 
the Azong people will be 
reconciled to Christ.

25
DAY

2 Cor 5:19, NKJV 
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For we are his 
workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should 
walk in them.

Thank the Lord that he 
created you to do good 
works for His glory, not in 
“exchange” for salvation. 
Thank him for the privilege 
of giving you the good works 
of praying for people like the 
Popei who have no chance 
for eternal life apart from 
Christ.

I f you have been 
praying through the 

GPD for many years, you 
will have noticed that 
we pay close attention to 
Yunnan Province, which 
has by far the highest 
number of unreached 
people groups. This 
province attracts many 
tourists to its spectacular 

natural scenery—rivers, lakes, gorges, and snow-
capped mountains. This province boasts over 18,000 
plant species.

Tucked away in the high mountains of Yunnan 
live the Popei people. They inhabit one of the least 
evangelized regions in the most unreached province of 
China! They are hidden away by mountains and rivers. 
Until recently, access was possible only by foot or on 
horseback, but roads now connect the Popei to the 
outside world.

The Popei number about 6,000 and they live 
exclusively in China. They are also known by their 
Chinese name, “Shui Yi” or “Water Yi.” They observe 
traditional festivals such as the Garment Contest 
Festival. They also celebrate a Get-Together of Princes 
Festival, in which they create an edible “prince” which 
they bake and eat. The Popei speak Lolopo, but no 
Scripture is available in Lolopo, and no believers are 
known among the Popei. 

Please pray for God to give the Popei a curiosity about 
the One who created their snow-capped mountains. Ask 
God to give these people a hunger for the sunshine of his 
love.—CMW

POPEI (POH-PAY) PEOPLE 26
DAY

Eph 2:10, NKJV

35

A Popei woman

PC
 A

si
a 

H
ar

ve
st



… and raised us up 
together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus,…

Pray for the Talu people to 
soon seek the one who can 
give them a seat in heavenly 
places. 

W hat do you do 
when you get 

sick? Do you stay home 
to recover? The Talu 
people do this, but there 
is an added twist to how 
it happens. When a Talu 
person becomes ill, the 
people believe it to be 
demonic possession, so 
they leave them locked 

in a room until the illness passes.

These people do not have a set religion, but they put 
their faith in their own rituals which they have had 
for centuries.

With a population of roughly 15,000, the Talu 
people lacks any presence of followers of Christ 
among them. Very few people groups in China lack 
any evangelism the way this group does. Some of 
the challenges to reach this group are related to their 
language and location. It is unknown if they have 
a written record of their language, which makes it 
difficult to translate the gospel to their language. 
The Talu people are also located among the steep 
mountains of Yunnan Province. They are very 
different than the other peoples who have also been 
classified as part of the Yi cluster.

Pray for ambassadors of Christ to take interest in this 
people group. May the Lord bring long term evangelists to 
this area to give them access to the gospel. Pray they would 
be welcoming to outsiders and receptive to the good news. 
Pray that soon there will be efforts to disciple the Talu 
people in the ways of Jesus Christ.–BO

TALU (TAH-LOO) PEOPLE27
DAY

Eph 2:6, NKJV 
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XUZHANG LALU (SIN-ING-LAH-LOO) 

Giggles filled the air when the Xuzhang Lalu girls 
saw the white handkerchief land near Jia’s feet. 

Each of the four teenaged girls looked at one another, 
but they paid special attention to Jia’s reaction. Should 
she be coy and casual about picking it up? Should she 
let her enthusiasm show by smiling at Fang, the boy 
with exceptionally thick hair? Or should she let it stay 
on the ground? Beads of sweat were on the Fang’s 
forehead as his smile became more tight. Finally, she 
casually lifted it with a dainty gesture of her wrist. 
Now this 14-year-old girl had a boyfriend for the first 
time. For the duration of the Flower Street Festival, 
her singing was especially joyous, especially when 
Fang was nearby.

The 5,200 Xuzhang Lalu people are officially part of 
the generic Yi cluster, but they have their own identity, 
language, and customs, according to Operation China. 
For example, when a relative dies, a close relative will 
strangle a bird, go to the home of the deceased, and 
put the dead bird near the head of the corpse as an 
offering. Such beliefs are indigenous; there seems to  
be no indication that they have borrowed ideas  
from Buddhists.

There are no known believers among them, and they 
have no Christian resources. Someone needs to tell 
them that there is a better way.

Pray that the Xuzhang Lalu people will put their faith in 
Jesus Christ alone. Pray for workers to go to the Xuzhang 
Lalu people.—KC

For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision avails 
anything, but faith working 
through love.

Pray that soon the Xuzhang 
Lalu people will accept God’s 
offer to be justified by faith 
in Christ alone.

28
DAY

Gal 5:6, NKJV
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Do not get drunk on wine, 
which leads to debauchery. 
Instead, be filled with the 
Spirit,…

Make this your prayer for 
the Alu people, who have 
allowed alcohol to keep 
them from the clarity of 
thought it would take to 
accept the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.

L ok was starting to feel the effects of the whiskey 
as he watched the other members of his village 

staggering, falling, and vomiting. It was festival time, 
and this was the way to celebrate. It was Lok’s first 
time drinking whiskey. He had seen gentle people 
become violent, and mean people become friendly 
when they drank the stinking liquid. 

The next morning, the high sun woke Lok, and he 
began to experience his first hangover. He closed his 
eyes tightly and put the palm of his hand over his 
forehead in a vain attempt to make the headache go 
away. He had already seen an uncle die from a liver 
disorder, and his aunt had fallen over a cliff while 
drunk. As an eight-year-old, Lok had no idea that not 
everyone lived like this.

The Alu people have allowed alcohol to shorten 
their lifespan. They live in a remote part of Yunnan 
Province where most people don’t even speak 
Mandarin Chinese. They live very modestly in 
packed-dirt three-room homes. Two of the rooms are 
for sleeping and cooking. The main room is used for 
eating, general living, and worshipping the spirits. 

Pray that the Alu people will wake up from their spiritual 
stupor and flee to the One who offers life to the full. Pray 
that soon they will replace their worship of spirits with 
the joyful singing of praises to Jesus in their own language. 
Pray for them to share the story of his glory through music 
and drama.—KC

ALU (AH-LUOH) PEOPLE 29
DAY

Eph 5:18, NIV
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CHESU (CHEH-SOO) PEOPLE 

Would you ever consider worshipping a panther? 
The Chesu people of Yunnan Province do. 

For centuries, panthers and other dangerous wild 
animals terrorized them. They have two days of 
festivals where participants don panther costumes and 
mimic the movements of these beautiful felines. Their 
religion involves offering sacrifices to animal spirits; 
the panther, the bear, and the tiger. They believe the 
spirits of these animals can protect their communities 
from harm and disease. 

There have been few feeble attempts to take the gospel 
to these 7,000 people, but these attempts have been 
in Mandarin Chinese. These remote people speak 
their own language, and have little contact with the 
people who speak Mandarin, China’s trade language. 
As a result, there are only about 20 Chesu people who 
follow the lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world.

Pray for the Chesu people to seek, and find the God who 
created them and all they see around them. Pray for them 
to have thankful, joyful hearts when they hear of the 
Savior who came to free us from fear, sin, and death. Pray 
for them to learn the stories of Jesus and share them with 
their neighbors in culturally appropriate ways.—KC

I will also send wild beasts 
among you, which shall 
rob you of your children, 
destroy your livestock, and 
make you few in number; 
and your highways shall be 
desolate.

Pray that the curse of being 
at the mercy of wild animals 
will be lifted from the Chesu 
people, and that they will 
embrace the God who 
created all life.

30
DAY

Lev 26:22, NKJV
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… that in the ages to 
come He might show 
the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.

Make this your prayer also 
for the unreached peoples of 
India as we begin to pray for 
them next month.

Even the neighbors of the Buyuan Jinuo People 
sing, “The strongest animal in the forest is the 

rhinoceros, the bravest people on the mountain are 
the Jinuo!”

About 75 years ago, a local government officer 
collected a tax from the Buyuan Jinuo people, and 
died on the way home. Thinking that he had been 
poisoned by the Jinuo people, the government forces 
mobilized to attack Buyuan Jinuo villages. They were 
in for a surprise; the Jinuo had mobilized other nearby 
tribes to defend them. Though the Buyuan Jinuo 
ultimately lost the battle, they won the respect of 
their neighbors. 

In this true account, we see two armies mobilized 
for a particular task. But we have not seen an army 
of Christ’s ambassadors mobilized to take the gospel 
to the Buyuan Jinuo people. There have been some 
workers, or there would not be any believers among 
this people group. This people group is about two 
percent Christian, which is higher than any people 
group we have prayed for this month.

Will you pray today to see these few believers mobilized 
to take the gospel to every Buyuan Jinuo settlement, and 
beyond? Pray that there will soon be an army of Buyuan 
Jinuo people mobilized, not for war, but for taking the 
Name of Christ to their neighbors in Yunnan Province. 
Pray for massive mobilization to spread his fame to every 
people group in Yunnan Province, as we finish our month 
of prayer for China.—KC

BUYUAN JINUO (BOO-YOOAHN-JEE-
NOR) PEOPLE31

DAY

Eph 2:7, NKJV 
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