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Dear Praying Friends,
When you contemplate Southeast Asia, one of the 
last countries you would think of is Laos. It is small, 
landlocked, and is often forgotten. It contains 
approximately 126 unreached people groups, and it 
needs more frontier mission work than any country 
in Southeast Asia except Indonesia. People practice 
the darkness of traditional animistic religion 
blended with superficial Buddhism. Therefore, they 
have much fear of the spirit world. 
While making assignments this month, I talked 
with one of my new writers who suggested that we 
use “freedom” as a theme for this issue. It makes 
sense to pray for spiritual freedom for people being 
controlled by a malevolent spirit world. You will 
notice a couple of times our prayer entries included 
this as a theme—and I didn’t even say anything to 
the writers about it.
Fortunately, Laos isn’t forgotten by believers. 
Thanks to the staff of Mekong Ministries and to 
other believers, I had plenty of feedback regarding 
what people groups to highlight this month. 
With so many needy groups to pray for, instead of 
including a three-day biography like we normally 
do, we will start this GPD with unreached Laotian 
people groups that need prayer.
In Christ,

Keith Carey, editor-in-chief, GPD
Globalprayerdigest.org
http://www.globalprn.com/
global-prayer-digest-magazine-downloads/
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BY PAUL 
HATTAWAY,  

ASIA HARVEST

WELCOME TO THE FORGOTTEN 
LAND OF LAOS!

(These are excerpts from the introductory article to the 1999 
book, Faces of the Unreached in Laos by Paul Hattaway of 
Asia Harvest)

Welcome to the forgotten land of Laos! We hope as 
you read about the numerous needy people groups 

in Laos and see the faces of the unreached tribes, not 
only will your knowledge be expanded, but your heart 
will be touched to pray for the precious people within this 
Southeast Asian nation.

Laos is a land-locked country of about 6.75 million people. 
Surrounded by high, rugged mountains to the north, 
east and south, and by the mighty Mekong River along 
its western borders, it has managed to develop at a much 
slower pace than its neighbors. Today many Westerners still 
cannot locate Laos on a map of the world. In this age of 
instant information and the Internet, few places in the world 
remain as remote and unexplored as Laos. Information is 
also scarce about the culture, the customs, and the historical 
development of the Laotian people. There is almost no 
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WELCOME TO THE FORGOTTEN LAND

record of missionary activity in Laos, partly because the bulk of mission 
work took place in the narrow timeframe between 1954-1975. In 1975 when 
communism took over Laos, all foreigners were expelled from the country.

THE DISGRACE OF ETHNIC 
DIVERSITY

To some degree the Lao majority people 
today see the diversity within their own 
country as the result of a failure on their 
part. This attitude frequently emerges in 
conversations with Lao people. They believe 
if Laos had been a unified and stronger 
country in the past, that the numerous tribal 
peoples would have willingly come into the 
fold and eagerly adopted the Lao language, 
culture, and religion.

HOW MANY GROUPS ARE THERE?

Although some linguistic material has hinted at a larger number of people 
groups and languages in Laos, only in 1995 did we have a clear picture of the 
true diversity of different peoples living in this country. In the publication 
of Frenchman Laurent Chazee’s groundbreaking book, The Peoples of Laos, 
Chazee found there to be 130 different people groups. This book was the 
starting point for another book, Faces of the Unreached in Laos, and also 
indirectly for the Joshua Project’s list of people groups in that country. We 
now have profiled 138 groups that we believe to be separate entities in Laos. 
(Editor’s note: Since that time, the number has been reduced to 126.)

BARRIERS TO THE GOSPEL

Missiologist Lawrence Radcliffe has poignantly stated, “Ethnic identity 
is not so much in the blood as in the head and the heart of the subject or 
the observer.”

From a Christian point of view, it is vital to understand the cultural and 
ethnic barriers that exist between people groups. These barriers often stop 
the flow of the gospel from one group to another. For example, in 1900, 

continued on next 
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there were very few Christians in South Korea. But today at least 30-35 
percent of the Korean population follow Jesus. Part of the reason for this 
growth is that Korea has one culture and one language, so it was easy for the 
gospel to spread far and wide. There are no tribal people with other cultures 
that need someone to reach them using a different language. Racial prejudice 
was not a factor to be reckoned with.

In Laos, by contrast, Christianity has gained widespread acceptance among a 
mere handful of the 138 ethnic groups, including the Khmu, Lahu, and Bru. 
The gospel has not penetrated other cultures and languages.

Most mission agencies have looked at the relatively small population of Laos 
and decided there are other needier nations. From a people group perspective, 

however, Laos is one of the 
most needy and neglected 
countries in the world.

IS LAOS A BUDDHIST 
NATION?

Buddhism is commonly 
viewed as the dominant 
religion of Laos. As you 
will soon realize, however, 
animism (traditional tribal 
religion) plays an equal 
part in the daily lives of 
the people, particularly 
among the rural and tribal 
peoples. Even those who are 
professing Buddhists mix 
their faith with many rituals 
and ceremonies from pre-
Buddhist spirit worship. For 
example, the central image 

which is worshiped in the Si Muang Temple in Vientiane, the capital of Laos, 
is not a Buddha, as might be expected. It is the city pillar in which people 
believe the guardian spirit of the city resides. Local residents make daily 
offerings to it.

WELCOME TO THE FORGOTTEN LAND
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Theravada Buddhism has mainly taken hold among the ethnic Lao majority 
and several other Tai-speaking groups. The Grand Stupa, a mound-like or 
hemispherical structure containing sacred relics of the country, is housed 
in Vientiane. The That Luang is the most sacred monument in the country. 
It supposedly contains the spirit of the Lao nation, and is the barometer of 
the nation’s fortune, and simultaneously the cause of its prosperity. Every 
monarch has a That, just as it has its protective statue.

Two thousand years after Jesus Christ died for their sins, many peoples of 
Laos are still waiting to hear the gospel for the first time. We hope that 
believers all around the world will be motivated to pray for Laotians and seek 
God regarding what they might do to see all peoples of Laos worshipping 
Him who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the 
father except through me.” (John 14:6, NIV)

LET’S PRAY!
• Pray for the Lord to thrust out workers from the reached peoples of Laos 

such as the Khmu to take His good news to the unreached groups of Laos.
• Pray for leaders among each of the unreached people groups in Laos to 

be prepared for the Lord’s blessings through divine encounters.
• Pray for the Lord to push aside any hindrance to the gospel penetrating 

these unreached tribes and nations.

WELCOME TO THE FORGOTTEN LAND
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Going home should be 
enjoyable, but it ends 

up being miserable for Vinh. 
He is the only follower of 
Jesus in his family or village. 
They say they don’t follow any 
religion, but that means that 
they don’t have a temple or 
church, and that they don’t 
follow an ethical code from 
a holy book. It doesn’t mean 
they are unaware of spiritual 
realities. The Tai Dam 
people are deeply entrenched 
in animism and ancestor 
worship. Vinh is repeatedly 

reminded of this when he’s with his family. 

Vinh pleaded with his parents not to, but they 
ignored him and continued to visit the shamans 
for him and give gifts to the village witch on his 
behalf. When Vinh was young, he was very sick and 
seemed to be close to death, so his parents took him 
to shamans and witches in the village. Because he 
lived, the witch now claims him as her own child and 
requires offerings and monetary gifts every year. 

When he shared the gospel with his grandparents 
they seemed intrigued, but eventually responded, 
“We are Tai Dam and follow the Tai Dam way. If 
I followed God, who will care for my ancestors?” 
Vinh’s family, like the rest of the Tai Dam, need the 
freedom that only Christ can bring.

Pray for the one million Tai Dam to be freed from 
bondage to evil spirits and ancestor worship. Pray that 
they will find life in Jesus.—TE, guest writer

TAI DAM PEOPLE OF LAOS

Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.

Make this your prayer for 
the animistic peoples of 
Laos this month.

01
DAY

2 Cor. 3:17, NIV
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“If this is true, why 
does everyone 

around me follow 
the spirits?” Bien 
asked sincerely. He 
had just heard a story 
of the Creator God 
that explained how 
sin brought about 
our enslavement to 
evil spirits. The story 

promised a Savior, and told of his coming. Bien had 
never heard anything like it. Hoa, Bien’s wife asked, “I 
want to follow Jesus and be free from the evil spirits, 
but I’m afraid my ancestors would never forgive me. 
Can I do both?” Like most of the Tai Dam, she felt a 
strong responsibility to make offerings to her ancestors 
and continue to care for them beyond their death.

In the months that followed, they heard more stories 
from God’s Word. As they began to be convinced of 
the truth, they also witnessed God’s power. A relative 
was delivered from demonic activity as they watched. 
Immediately afterward, Bien gathered several relatives 
and neighbors. He told what had happened and urged 
them to turn to Jesus with them. Together nine family 
members now follow Jesus. 

Pressure to conform to societal expectations is strong; 
but new believers encourage each other. Most do not 
read, but they are learning and retelling the stories 
from God’s word.

Thank the Lord for this new harvest! Pray for these new 
believers to boldly declare Jesus’ power to save us from evil 
and for the message to spread to every Tai Dam village.—
TE, guest writer

TAI DAM BREAKTHROUGH

They worshiped their 
idols, which became a 
snare to them.

Pray for the Tai Dam people 
to find freedom from the 
spirit world.

02
DAY

Ps. 106: 36, NIV
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The Lao-Thai 
name So ("elder 

brother") refers to 
the fact that the So 
were present in this 
area long before their 
"younger brothers," 
the Lao, the very 
people their country 
is named after! They 
speak So in their 

homes, but converse in Lao, the trade language, with 
their neighbors. There are about 140,000 So people 
living along the Mekong River in Laos. They are 
subsistence farmers. The father is the head of the 
family, and there is usually a headman who is the 
leader of the village. 

They live with the consequences of numerous wars 
that have been fought in their homeland. Many 
unexploded bombs remain as a constant danger, 
especially among children who can have their limbs 
blown off.

One obstacle to reaching this group for Christ is 
their remote location. They are a naturally hospitable, 
curious people, so it is easy to talk to them about 
Jesus, though few have heard much about Him. 
However, when it comes to surrendering their lives to 
Christ, many cultural barriers arise.

Although they are nominally Buddhist, they also practice 
ancestor worship and animism, believing good and evil 
spirits indwell everything. To believe in Jesus, they need 
to forsake all other gods. This would mean isolation 
from their villages and their families. They would be 
looked upon as traitors. Their lives revolve around their 
cultural identities. 

SO PEOPLE

In Him and through faith 
in Him we may approach 
God with freedom and 
confidence.

Make this your prayer for the 
So people of Laos.

03
DAY

Eph. 3:12, NIV
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Y esterday we read 
about the So people 

who live along the 
Mekong River in Laos. 
There are many barriers 
to reaching them. 
They are very remote, 
and their language is 
mainly an oral one; but 
that does not stop our 
Heavenly Father! He 

can touch lives that others cannot reach.

Remember the story of Jesus healing the demoniac in 
the Bible? When he was found and bound by chains, 
he broke them. When Jesus asked him his name, the 
demon-possessed man replied, “Legion,” because 
many unclean spirits lived in him. Jesus commanded 
those demonic spirits to come out of him. 

Jesus is still doing the same thing. In 2009 a man 
roamed the jungles by the Mekong River. He too was 
possessed by demons. Finally, his neighbors captured 
and caged him. Like the demoniac in the Bible, this 
So man was touched, healed, and delivered from 
demon possession. He was a transformed man. When 
he told others that Jesus saved him, he was urged to 
recant, but he replied, “I can’t recant, not even a little 
bit.” Since that time 17 other families have come to 
know Jesus, and there are now three churches. It takes 
a transformed life to witness to others and draw them 
to Jesus. 

Ask God to transform other lives so that their witness 
draws many to the saving knowledge of Jesus. Pray that 
transformed lives will overcome cultural barriers.—JS

BREAKTHROUGHS AMONG THE 
SO PEOPLE

They came to Jesus and saw 
the demon-possessed man 
sitting there, clothed and 
in his right mind—the one 
who had the “Legion”—
and they were afraid. …. 
Then they began to beg 
Jesus to leave their region.

Pray that fear will not 
stop the So people from 
embracing the Savior who 
gives life and freedom.

04
DAY

Mk 5: 15-17, NET
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I f someone were to 
ask a multiple-choice 

question about where the 
Tai Lu people live, they can 
rightfully say this tribe lives 
in China’s Yunnan Province, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, 
and even Myanmar. There 
has been a Christian witness 

among them for a long time, starting in the 1800s 
with Presbyterian workers. They rode elephants in 
Yunnan Province, going from village to village sharing 
the gospel. Scriptures have even been translated into 
their language, but still the Tai Lue remain mostly 
unreached people group.

The Tai Lue are Theravada Buddhists, meaning 
that they believe that if they live good lives, they 
will be reborn into a higher social position. But, if 
they are wicked, they will come back as animals. 
Many of their customs and rites revolve around this 
belief system. Once a year the Tai Lue celebrate the 
Songkran Festival when people splash water over 
each other, symbolizing the cleansing of sin from the 
previous year and a fresh start for the new year. So, 
there is obviously a God-given conviction of sin in 
their lives, and their need to be forgiven, even if it is 
only for one year. 

Pray for them to hear of Jesus, the one and only Savior who 
can cleanse them from sin permanently, and can answer 
their search for a new and better life.—JS

TAI LUE PEOPLE

It is for freedom that Christ 
has set us free. Stand 
firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery.

Pray for the Tai Lue people 
to be set free from sin by the 
power of Christ.

05
DAY

Gal. 5:1, NIV
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W orking with the Tai Lue people is a slow 
process, but God has provided an opportunity. 

Many of them suffer from physical, mental, and even 
demonically caused illnesses. One missionary, Amy 
(not her real name), has been witnessing to “Auntie 
Andrea” who suffers from glaucoma. Auntie Andrea 
complained that she felt hopeless about her failing 
eyesight. Amy told her the Bible story of Jesus and 
the man who was blind from birth. Amy then asked 
her if she would like prayer for her eyes. She said, 

“yes.” Startled after the prayer, she said, “I can see the 
mountains now that I could not see before!” Amy 
prayed for her eyes two more times, and each time 
her vision improved. Auntie Andrea then asked Amy, 

“Does this mean I have to follow Jesus?” Amy told her 
no, but added that Jesus did love her and wanted her 
to know him.

This kind of opportunity and response has been 
repeated several times with Tai Lue villagers suffering 
from demon possession, addiction, and depression, as 
well as other illnesses. Amy faithfully shares Bible 
stories with all of them and gives them tapes to listen 
to. Even though the Tai Lue are touched by Jesus, 
forsaking all other gods is a very difficult decision for 
them to make.

Pray for Amy and other workers who are ministering as 
Jesus did, praying for healing, praying for deliverance, and 
faithfully discipling them in God’s love. Pray that the 
Tai Lue will be convicted and convinced of God’s love for 
them.—JS

TAI LUE BREAKTHROUGHS

He answered, “I told you 
already and you didn’t 
listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? You people 
don’t want to become his 
disciples too, do you?”

Pray that those healed 
by the Lord will have the 
boldness to stand up for 
Jesus like the man born 
blind did.

06
DAY

Jn. 9:27, NET

93
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And suddenly there 
came from heaven 

a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it 
filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 
And divided tongues as 
of fire appeared to them 
and rested on each one of 
them (Acts 2: 2-3, NIV).

Each year the Phutai people of Laos gather together 
for the “Spirit of Heaven” festival. As one, the 
community offers sacrifices and prayers to induce 
spirits to descend from their heavenly abode. They 
believe that on that day a spirit truly communes with 
the people in a moment of celebration where some 
receive healing and others are struck with fits of 
laughter and revelry. 

The event evokes the Christian day of Pentecost, 
though the true joy found in the presence of the 
Living God and the Holy Spirit is unknown to them. 
Most Phutai people are animists who worship 25 
different spirits and rely on a female shaman who 
mediates with the spirit world. 

There are around 154,000 Phutai people living in 
Laos, as well as large populations in Vietnam and 
Thailand. Of that number, there are only 150 Phutai 
known believers in Laos. They have no access to 
Christian radio broadcasts, the JESUS Film, or 
Scripture in their language. 

Pray for the day of Pentecost to come to the Phutai people, 
in which the Holy Spirit would be the one who touches 
hearts and transforms lives, and for the Phutai to know 
and love their true heavenly mediator, Jesus Christ.—EC

PHUTAI PEOPLE

“And in the last days it will 
be,” God says, “that I will 
pour out my Spirit on all 
people, and your sons and 
your daughters will prophesy, 
and your young men will see 
visions, and your old men will 
dream dreams.”

Pray for a genuine move of 
the Holy Spirit to transform 
the Phutai people of Laos.

07
DAY

Acts. 2:17, NET
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KHUA PEOPLE OF LAOS

But whoever looks 
intently into the perfect 
law that gives freedom, 
and continues in it—not 
forgetting what they have 
heard, but doing it—they 
will be blessed in what 
they do.

Pray that the Khua people 
will find perfect freedom in 
obedience to the God who 
controls the universe.

08
DAY

James 1:25, NIV
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T he Nakai-Nam Theun National Biodiversity 
Conservation Area in Laos is home to a wide 

variety of wildlife, including over a dozen threatened 
species. Elephants share this space with muntjac deer, 
saola long horn deer, leopards, tigers, and several 
varieties of bears. But more importantly, there is a 
people group in this area called the Khua that Christ 
loves, and wants to become part of His family.

The Khua are a deeply spiritual people, with strong 
roots in spirit worship and an ingrained fear of 
demonic power. Their religious practices are based 
entirely around appeasement of demons and spirits, 
and the fear of falling victim to their wrath. There is 
no love or affection whatsoever towards the spirits in 
the animistic religion of the Khua. As this spirituality 
is a major component of the Khua ethnic identity, 
religious conversion, in essence, would equate to a 
cultural assimilation with some other people.

Currently, there are no known professing believers 
amongst the Khua in Laos. In a nearby area, however, 
resides a people known as the Bru, who do have a 
significant Christian presence. It is possible that 
some Khua have been exposed to the gospel through 
interaction with Bru evangelists from the area.

Pray that in Christ the Khua people will find freedom 
from their spiritual bondage. Pray that local evangelists 
would be burdened to reach their Khua neighbors, and 
that the hearts of the Khua would be open to hearing and 
receiving the good news of the kingdom of God.—BK 



T he sound of a recorder 
floats gently amongst the 

percussive rhythm of small 
hand-drums and cymbals. 
It is soon joined by voices, 
by no means smooth, yet 
intertwining in harmony. The 
performers sing and dance, 
and before long they are 

carrying weighted earthenware jugs between their 
teeth. This is a dance of the Phunoi hill people of 
northern Laos. 

Like other hill peoples, the Phunoi are primarily 
agricultural, though they hunt and forage as well. Due 
to their practice of changing the location of where 
they farm, the Phunoi do not establish permanent 
villages. Some say the Phunoi migrated from China, 
although their own oral traditions maintain that they 
came from Myanmar. 

The Phunoi have their own traditional blend of 
animism and ancestor worship. Many, though, have 
been converted to Buddhism through the influence 
of neighboring peoples resulting in a cultural blend of 
the two religions.

The Vietnam War has had a tremendously negative 
impact on the nation of Laos, especially in the 
northern provinces where leftover mines and bombs 
dropped from U.S. planes over 40 years ago still pose 
a serious danger. Health problems and malnutrition 
are also widespread throughout Laos.

Ask the Lord to send Christian medical teams to the 
Phunoi and other peoples of Laos. Pray for open hearts 
and open doors for the spreading of the kingdom of God 
into Phunoi communities. Pray that the Lord will use the 
Phunoi to take Christ to other tribes.–BK

PHUNOI PEOPLE

… that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children 
of God.

Pray for this blessing for 
the nations!

09
DAY

Romans 8:21, NIV
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(This account is intended to explain the beliefs of this 
people group).

“B ut they must come to live in the longhouse!” Lae 
said, his face growing red with anger. “Father,” 

the younger man named Vin replied, “the world is 
changing. Young people need their own homes.” “I did 
not have my own home!” Lae said defiantly. “When 
I was young, I lived with my family in the longhouse. 
When I married, we came to live in the longhouse. 
I have lived here all of my life.” He gestured at the 
100-meter structure. “There is room. And this is where 
they belong.” Vin nodded and walked away. When 
he reached his own son, he said, “Your grandfather 
wants you to live in the longhouse.” “But father…” He 
silenced his son with a hand. “Don’t worry. He will 
come around in time.”

Like culture everywhere, the lifestyle and traditions of 
the Kataang people of Laos are changing. Once living 
in groups of as many as 30 families in one giant house, 
the young Kataang are leaving the area, some moving 
to towns and cities.

There is only one church among this people group. 
But as this cultural shift takes place, there will be 
opportunities for more of them to hear the good news 
of Christ.

Pray for the Kataang church to grow and for believers 
to share the gospel with those around them. Pray for the 
Kataang people to have soft hearts to receive the message of 
salvation. Pray for a movement to Christ among this people 
group.—CL 

KATAANG PEOPLE

For all the gods of the 
nations are idols, but the 
Lord made the heavens.

Pray for the Kataang 
people to respond to God’s 
invitation to worship Him 
rather than useless idols.

10
DAY

1 Chron. 16:26, NIV
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(This fictitious account is 
intended to explain the beliefs of 
this people group.)

“H ow will we ever reach 
40 villages?” asked 

Akamu. Keon, the other 
young man, shrugged and 
replied, “We start with one 
and we go to the next, and 

the next, and the next…” Akamu commented, “It 
will take forever!” Keon raised an eyebrow and said, 

“Perhaps. But if we share the gospel and some choose 
to follow Christ, these disciples will help us. They 
will share, and others will follow. And eventually, all 
will hear about the God who loves them. It will only 
take forever if we don’t get started.” With that the 
two men walked into the village.

Most of the Brao people are animists, worshiping 
and seeking to appease spirits of the earth that they 
have worshipped for generations. Animal sacrifice is 
involved in this practice.

There is one known church among the Brao people. 
Hundreds of Brao have come to Christ, but many still 
have yet to encounter or respond to the good news 
that Jesus came as the final sacrifice.

Pray for the Lord to prepare the hearts of the Brao people 
to receive the message of forgiveness in Christ. Ask God to 
send those from the Brao church to begin a disciple making 
movement. Pray for churches to be planted, and for the 
kingdom of God to be firmly established among this people 
group.—CL

BRAO PEOPLE

You, my brothers and 
sisters, were called to be 
free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the 
flesh; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love.

Pray for the Brao people to 
find freedom in Christ that 
will spread to other peoples 
in Laos.

11
DAY

Gal. 5:13, NIV
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(This story illustrates the lifestyle 
of this people group.)

Droplets of water coming 
down from the roof of 

Keopersuth’s home are the 
only sense of calm at this 
time. Bodies are writhing 
and screaming in unknown 
languages during Rang Song. 

Keopersuth joins the rest of the people in the room 
in praying the spirits would be pleased with their 
offerings. For hundreds of years Khuen people have 
practiced this common ritual which blends elements 
of animism and Buddhism, opening doors to unclean 
village and household spirits. 

Over 100 years ago Christian missionary William 
Clifton Dodd began evangelizing this part of Laos. 
He reported many were incredibly responsive to the 
gospel and requested to hear it every day. Out of the 
current population of over 12,000 Khuen people, 1.5 
percent now identify as Christian. Though they do not 
have access to the Bible in their language, believers are 
still rising up.

Originally from the northwest region of Laos, the 
Khuen are one of the least reached groups in the 
country. A small portion of the Khuen people now 
live in the United States in areas like Richmond, 
California and Seattle, Washington.

Ask the Lord to break the spiritual ties that bind these 
people to unclean spirits. Pray there will be breakthroughs 
among the believers to begin evangelizing, and there 
will be Khuen believers to translate the Bible into their 
language. Pray the Khuen people in the U.S. will receive 
salvation and take Christ back to Laos.—BO

KHUEN PEOPLE 

Lord, my strength and 
my fortress, my refuge in 
time of distress, to you the 
nations will come from the 
ends of the earth and say, 

“Our ancestors possessed 
nothing but false gods, 
worthless idols that did 
them no good.”

Pray for the Khuen to realize 
the truth of what Jeremiah 
said to the Israelites 
thousands of years ago.

12
DAY

Jer. 16:19, NIV
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Then Deborah said to 
Barak, “Go! This is the 

day the Lord has given Sisera 
into your hands. Has not the 
Lord gone ahead of you?” 
So Barak went down Mount 
Tabor with 10,000 men 
following him. At Barak’s 
advance, the Lord routed 

Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword, 
and Sisera got down from his chariot and fled on foot 
(Judges 4:14-15, NIV). 

During a short season, Israel was ruled by 
Deborah, a woman, but around the world, this is 
not unusual. The Kui people of Laos are one of the 
few “matriarchal” societies in Laos. That means 
that women manage finances and their family’s 
possessions. Once married, the couple must live with 
the bride’s family. Deborah was appointed as a judge 
to free the people of Israel from its oppressor. On a 
similar vein, the Kui people need deliverance from 
oppressive spirits.

The Kui people are spread across three countries, 
Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand. Their limited 
resources tightly bind them to their beliefs in 
animistic spirits and Buddhism. They even invite 
spiritual possessions. With a population of 410,000 
and only two percent identifying as Christians, there 
is much to be done for these people to be freed from 
the spirits.

Pray God will do a powerful work among Kui women so 
they can deliver their people, like Deborah did, from the 
evil they face. Pray for a church planting movement that 
will lead them to Christ.—BO

KUI PEOPLE 

Recently you repented 
and did what is right in 
my sight: Each of you 
proclaimed freedom to your 
own people. You even made 
a covenant before me in the 
house that bears my name.

Pray for the Kui people to 
repent and give their entire 
allegiance to the Lord.

13
DAY

Jer. 34:14, NIV
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Y es, I am sending you to the Gentiles to open 
their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness 

to light and from the power of Satan to God (Acts 
26:17, 18, NLT).

In southern Laos, over 3,000 Sou people live 
entrapped by spirits and ghosts. These unreached 
souls reside in an isolated mountainous region along 
the Laos-Cambodia border. Each Sou village has a 
resident spirit-priest or shaman. These spiritual leaders 
mediate between the animistic villagers and the realm 
of the spirits. One Lao author writes of mediums in 
such rural communities who have been possessed 
by “lords and princes” of past kingdoms, drawing on 
spiritual power to overcome present sufferings.

In 1962, a gospel recording was done in the Sou 
language with missionary help. However, this 
recording has been heard in only a small number of 
Sou households. Most Sou people know nothing of 
the gospel. To be reached, the Sou will need gospel 
material to be prepared in their own language, 
since very few speak or read Lao. The best hope for 
evangelizing the Sou may come through other people 
groups in Southeast Asia.

Pray for revival fire to flow throughout Laos. Pray for 
the Lord to call, equip, and empower workers to reach the 
remote Sou people. Ask God to prepare Sou hearts, bring-
ing them gospel resources in their mother tongue. Pray 
for a strong church planting movement among the Sou 
people.—CR

For there is one God and 
one mediator between 
God and mankind, the 
man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as a ransom 
for all people. This has 
now been witnessed to at 
the proper time.

Pray that the Sou people 
will recognize Jesus Christ 
as this sole mediator 
between us and God, only 
spirit that matters.

14
DAY

1 Tim. 2:5-6, NIV

SOU PEOPLE
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M any evil spirits were cast out, screaming as they 
left their victims. And many who had been 

paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was great 
joy…. (Acts 8:7-8, NLT)

In Samaria Philip proclaimed Jesus and performed 
miracles to bring freedom and healing. Today in 
northwestern Laos the unreached Lamet people group 
number about 24,000 souls. Like the Sou we prayed 
for yesterday, the Lamet live in remote mountainous 
villages. They too are trapped in animism, believing 
that evil and good spirits are found everywhere in non-
living objects.

The Lamet also worship their ancestors. They believe 
these ancestor spirits provide well-being for their 
households. Spirit practitioners sacrifice to the village 
spirits and conduct ceremonies and celebrations that 
the Lamet enjoy.

This isolated people group does farming, hunting, and 
fishing. They trade with Lao and Thai peoples for tools, 
clothes, and pottery. Some Lamet find part-time jobs 
in the lowlands where they are called “kha” (slaves).

The people speak a language called Lamet, but they 
have no written language. There are a small number 
of Lamet audio Bible teachings available to them. 
Work is in progress to translate scriptures into their 
language. As yet, however, few Lamet people have 
heard the gospel.

Pray for protection and blessing for those translating 
the Bible into Lamet. Ask God to stir and anoint the 
few Lamet believers so they will share Christ with 
their people. Pray for evangelists and church planters to 
help start a Lamet church, leading to a disciple making 
movement.—CR

LAMET PEOPLE

The Spirit of the Sovereign 
Lord is on me, because the 
Lord has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for 
the captives, and release 
from darkness for the 
prisoners…

Pray for the Lamet 
people to be set free from 
spiritual darkness.

15
DAY

Isaiah 61:1, NIV

102

keithcarey
Sticky Note
take our quotes and italicize this foreign word

keithcarey
Cross-Out

keithcarey
Inserted Text
8a

keithcarey
Cross-Out

keithcarey
Inserted Text
people



(This story is intended to 
illustrate truths about the lives of 
this people group.)

A s the firelight illuminated 
his grandfather’s scars, 

the little Chut boy’s eyes 
widened with every detail 
about the tiger attack. He 
loved his grandfather’s true 

stories, but even more he loved it when the tribe 
gathered together to sing the folk songs. The Chut 
take great care to pass down tribal legends to the 
young generations.

The Chut are a small ethnic group living in the 
mountains of eastern Cambodia, sometimes spilling 
over into Vietnam and Laos. Locked away in 
inaccessible mountain villages, the Chut are difficult 
to reach, much less to count. However, according to 
estimates, possibly as many as 2,300 or as few as 800 
Chut remain. Three subtribes, the Chut-Ruc, the 
Chut-May and the Chut-Sach, used to fight among 
themselves. But now they all speak a general Chut 
language which serves as the trade language between 
them. The Ruc and May subtribes remain hunter-
gatherers, whereas the more advanced Sach have 
adopted farming.

The Chut tribes share a common belief in a Creator 
God. So far, though, no one in any of the Chut tribes 
has been reached with the story of who this creator 
God is. They believe that their spirit-priests have the 
power to communicate with a hierarchy of spirits.

Pray that the Chut peoples will hear the gospel in a 
culturally-relevant manner. Ask God to send believers to 
tell the Chut tribes the true story of Yahweh as Creator and 
Savior.—LR 

CHUT PEOPLE

The heavens declare the glory 
of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands.

Pray that the Chut people 
will be freed from the spirits 
as they give their undivided 
allegiance to the God who 
created the heavens.

16
DAY

Ps. 19:1, NIV
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The young Samtao man’s 
face quivered between 

a grin and a grimace. He 
anticipated participating in the 
annual agricultural ceremony 
and looking impressive with 
his new tattoos. 

Samtao men often tattoo their 
bodies with passages from Buddhist scriptures. 
Converted to the Theravada tradition 900 years ago, 
they retain a proud identity as Buddhists. Yet they 
mix Buddhism with animism. 

An example would be their agricultural ceremony. 
They gather after harvest to sacrifice chickens and 
pigs to the mother of rice. They also venerate the 
spirits of their ancestors, house, village, forest, trees 
and sky, as well as perform animal rituals.

More than 2,000 Samtao people live in Laos. 
However, a report from 2010 indicated there were 
3,100 of them. The Samtao of Laos live in the 
northeast part of the country. They depend on an 
agricultural economy, and they grow crops such as 
coffee, sugarcane, maize, rice, and cotton. Often 
a man has more than one wife (polygamy). But he 
must first gain permission from the village chief 
to have multiple marriages. Some Samtao still 
arrange infant marriages.

A few Samtao people follow Christ in surrounding 
countries; but there are no Samtao believers in 
Laos. There are no Scriptures or missionaries 
available to them.

Pray that God will reveal Himself more fully to the 
Samtao, so that they will see Him as the provider, 
healer, and Savior. Pray for them to have dreams and 
visions of Jesus. Pray for a church planting movement 
among the Samtao.—LR

SAMTAO PEOPLE

He did not enter by means of 
the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the most holy 
place once and for all by his 
own blood, thus obtaining 
eternal redemption. 

Pray for the Samtao people to 
understand and embrace the 
final sacrifice of Jesus Christ as 
payment for their sins.

17
DAY

Heb 9:12, NIV
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BIT PEOPLE

I will walk about in 
freedom, for I have sought 
out your precepts.

Make this your prayer 
for the Bit people.

18
DAY

Psalm 119:45, NIV
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(This story is intended to illus-
trate truths about the lives of this 
people group.)

Aelan, which means 
“flower,” fingered her shell 

necklace and silver bracelets 
as she bowed low and prayed 
to her ancestors. Her husband, 

Tong, burst through the door wearing a troubled 
look. “What happened to him?” he demanded. She 
responded, “He was climbing a tree in the forest 
and fell to the ground.” Aelan stroked her child’s 
forehead. In deep despair, the parents had only spirit 
gods and long-dead ancestors to turn to. 

Eight small villages in the north of Laos located in a 
high forested valley are home to the 1,600 Bit people. 
Each village contains 30-50 houses where the women 
work in their traditional dress. Those villages closest 
to civilization are rapidly dropping their language, 
ethnic religion, and becoming assimilated into 
other cultures. This is a time of transition that will 
eventually spread to their most distant villages.

Pray that while the Bit are seeking identity, they will find 
it in Jesus Christ. Pray that the nearby Khmu evangelists 
will focus on the Bit and share the gospel with great 
power and abundant harvest. Pray for a flourishing Bit 
church to spring up to the glory of the Savior. Pray that 
Bit people like Aelan and Tong will soon experience the 
comfort, provision, and salvation of the Lord.—PE

A Bit girl
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(This story is intended to 
illustrate truths about the life in 
this people group.)

L iko scolded his son. “The 
spirit over your lungs has 

left you. That is why you are 
sick.” The teenager’s congested 
cough prevented him from 

protesting. Liko began tying 32 strings on his son’s 
wrist to represent the 32 guardian spirits, each of 
whom “guards” an organ of the body. Trying to 
keep the spirits on watch had to be accomplished by 
physically tying their representation to the body as 
the spirits were known to wander off, thus creating 
illness in the organ they were supposed to guard.

The Attapu Province of southern Laos is home to 
2,400 Sapuan people. In forests still containing 
tigers and rhinos, the inhabitants can even watch the 
Irrawaddy dolphins playing in the rivers. However, 
in this unspoiled land there is a vacuum of spiritual 
truth. The freedom to worship the true and living 
God is supplanted by binding spirits, keeping the 
Sapuan in fear and without hope. Although they 
have a gospel recording in their own language it sits 
unused like an unlit candle.

Pray that believers in Cambodia will cross the border 
and evangelize this tribe in Laos. Pray that God will 
call godly believers to the Sapuan to disciple and teach 
them about Jesus. Pray that the Holy Spirit will woo 
and call the Sapuan to search for and find the One True 
God.—PE

SAPUAN PEOPLE

They promise them 
freedom, while they 
themselves are slaves of 
depravity—for “people 
are slaves to whatever has 
mastered them.”

Pray for true spiritual 
freedom to come to the 
Sapuan people of Laos.

19
DAY

2 Pet. 2:19, NIV
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(This story is intended to illus-
trate truths about the lives of this 
people group.)

The shaman squatted over 
the boiled chicken and 

examined the liver and folds of 
the stomach. He raised himself 
slowly as the numerous village 

elders, all women, surrounded him awaiting his 
diagnosis. “You have offended the god of the harvest. 
Your rice harvest will be poor unless you sacrifice a 
white buffalo.” The clan of the buffalo began to weep 
as their namesake was sacred to them just as the pig 
is sacred to the clan of the pig.

Most of these 17,000 matriarchal Alak people live in 
southern Laos. They rarely see people from outside 
of their villages. Only the inhabitants of one village 
occasionally sees tourists arriving on elephants 
to gaze at them and peer at their houses built on 
stilts. Most Alaks work on coffee, rubber, or banana 
plantations. It is thought that there are about 10 
believers among the 17,000 animistic Alak people. 
However, there are gospel recordings in each of the 
five existing dialects, which could be a great help to 
any believer who is called to evangelize these people.

Pray for these recordings to find their way into the Alak 
homes. Pray for the Holy Spirit to send the winds of 
revival to sweep through the Alak community. Pray that 
He calls believers to live among them and help to birth 
a vibrant, victorious church as they learn to thank Him 
for making the final sacrifice.—PE

ALAK PEOPLE

God presented Christ as 
a sacrifice of atonement, 
through the shedding 
of His blood—to be 
received by faith. He did 
this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because 
in his forbearance he had 
left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished…

Pray for the Alak people to 
embrace this sacrifice from 
God’s only son.

20
DAY

Rom. 3:25, NIV
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O peration World, a key 
mission book, reports 

rapid church growth in 
Laos, despite restrictions and 
persecution. It says, “Almost 
all of the evangelism (and the 
churches that result) are led 
by the indigenous Laotians. 

Growth is happening among several different peoples 
in rural and urban areas and throughout the country.”

Unfortunately, the good news has not yet reached 
the animistic Laven people. Some of them have 
heard the gospel, but few have responded. Their 
religion is deeply rooted in their ethnic identity. 
A typical response to the gospel might be, “If we 
should follow your way and forsake the customs of 
our ancestors, the spirits might become angry with 
us. Then we’d all get sick and die.” As a result of 
this fear of the spirits, there are currently only a 
handful of Laven believers.

There are no Bibles, JESUS Films, radio programs, 
or audio gospel messages available in the Laven 
language. About 38,000 refugees who speak Laven 
live near Fresno, California. They may be the key to 
reaching others in Laos.

Pray for indigenous Laotian believers to find an open 
door to preach the gospel to the Laven. Pray for a church 
planting movement among the Laven people. Pray that 
Christian churches in Fresno will reach out to their new 
neighbors. Ask the Lord to break up the spiritual soil of 
Laos and plant seeds among every tribe in that nation.—
Allan Starling, GRN

LAVEN PEOPLE OF LAOS

Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid. God has 
come to test you, so that the 
fear of God will be with you 
to keep you from sinning.”

Pray that the Laven people 
will trade their unhealthy 
fear of the spirits for a 
healthy fear of the Lord that 
will lead to eternal life.

21
DAY

Ex. 20:20, NIV
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The Tai Daeng people of Laos 
have been refugees from 

China for many years. They are 
scattered in several countries, 
including Laos, where they are 
also known as Red Tai because 
of the adjacent Red River. In the 
1960s, a large group of refugees 
fled from Vietnam to Laos to 

escape the war. They live in communities with other 
related Tai groups. Past outbreaks of cholera and 
typhoid have wiped out thousands of Tai Daeng. 

The Tai Daeng people are extremely polite, respectful, 
and hospitable. Families are the core of their society. 
In rural areas the entire immediate family lives 
together. Many of the Tai Daeng work as blacksmiths. 
This is an important occupation, especially in villages 
along trade routes.

Most Tai Daeng are animists. They believe that non-
living objects have spirits. About one-third of them 
follow Buddhist teachings. They seek to improve their 
future by gaining merit in pursuit of perfect peace, 
or nirvana. They believe that merit can be acquired 
through feeding monks, donating to temples, and 
attending worship services.

There are no known believers among them. They do 
not have the scriptures, the JESUS Film, or audio 
gospel recordings available in their language.

Pray that God will open the way for the gospel message to 
be presented to the Tai Daeng people of Laos in their own 
language. Pray for a movement to Christ among them 
that will change their communities in such a way that 
others will take notice and give God the glory.—Allan 
Starling, GRN

TAI DAENG PEOPLE OF LAOS 

For by grace you are saved 
through faith, and this is 
not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; it is not 
from works, so that no 
one can boast. For we are 
his workmanship, having 
been created in Christ Jesus 
for good works that God 
prepared beforehand so we 
may do them.

Pray for the Tai Daeng 
people to have the gift 
of faith that they need to 
perform good works for 
the glory of God, not for 
spiritual merit.

22
DAY

Eph. 2:8-10, NET 

109

A Tai Daeng girl

A
si

a 
H

ar
ve

st

keithcarey
Cross-Out

keithcarey
Inserted Text
Scriptures



Y ou can tell if a Jeh girl is married or not by 
looking at her hair. Single Jeh girls wear their 

sleek black hair loose around their shoulders. Once 
married, they show off their new status by braiding 
their hair and putting it up in a bun. Jeh boys are 
permitted to engage sexually with girls at the age 
of 10, but do not marry until around the age of 
15. The bride is expected to bring a gift of 100 logs 
of firewood to the groom’s family. This shows the 
woman’s willingness to work hard. When a woman 
is ready to give birth, she must deliver the baby in a 
hut built especially for the purpose by her husband. A 
celebration is held 10 days after the baby’s birth.

The 11,000 Jeh people are animists. They believe 
that a person’s soul resides inside his ears. At death, 
the spirit becomes a bird and flies away to join other 
ancestors. The Jeh live in fear of evil spirits, and until 
recently, strangers were captured and sacrificed to 
appease the spirits.

Thanks to the work of missionaries, some 300 Jeh 
people profess trust in Christ. Portions of the Bible 
are available in Jeh, as are gospel recordings and 
radio broadcasts.

Pray for these materials to reach every Jeh village. Ask 
God to provide missionaries to reach more Jeh and to 
plant churches among them. Ask God, in his almighty 
power, to release these people from the bondage of 
demons.—CMW

JEH PEOPLE

I am the Lord; that is my 
name! I will not yield my 
glory to another or my 
praise to idols.

Pray for the Jeh people to 
put their faith in the one 
who gives perfect freedom. 
Pray for them to throw out 
their idols.

23
DAY

Is. 42:8, NIV
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How does a people group lose their culture? 
In the case of the Katang people, it involves 

migrating from remote mountain dwellings to live 
on the plains. The Katang people are adopting the 
Laotian language and lifestyle.

The signs of change are big and small. For 
generations the longhouse was the standard shelter 
for the Katang people. Extended families lived 
together, and when a young couple married, they 
made additions to the house to accommodate future 
children. In Tumlan Village, tourists can still view 
a 320-foot longhouse, home to 30 families. Katang 
men and women used to stretch their earlobes and 
decorate them with bamboo rings, but no more. Both 
the longhouse and big bamboo earrings are becoming 
relics of the past.

About 100 Katang people know Jesus, but the rest 
of the 100,000 have little or no knowledge of him. 
Katang believers face great opposition from their 
shamans and communities, and they are afraid to 
abandon the spirits whom they have served for as 
long as they can remember.

Ask God to bless the small Katang church with growth 
in numbers and spiritual depth. Pray that God will 
give the Katang people courage to embrace the One who 
is infinitely more powerful than the spirits. Pray that 
the Holy Spirit would convict the Katang people of sin. 
Pray that they would find righteousness and salvation in 
Christ.—CMW

KATANG PEOPLE

Live as free people, but do 
not use your freedom as 
a cover-up for evil; live as 
God’s slaves.

Make this your prayer for 
the Katang people of Laos.

24
DAY

1 Peter 2:16, NIV
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MAL PEOPLE OF LAOS

H ow many of you love baby girls? Most of us do. 
Unlike many people groups of the world, the 

Mal people of Laos do, too, but not just because girl 
babies are cute. They value girl babies more than boys 
because the girls stay within their original families 
after they marry. For many parents in the developing 
world, children are their only means of support after 
they are too old to work and must retire.

The Mal people live in villages in the mountainous 
section of northwestern Laos near the Thai border. 
They practice slash and burn agriculture to grow dry 
rice and vegetables. Their main commercial crop is 
miang, the fermented leaves of a wild tea tree which 
produces a mild stimulant when chewed. They 
marry within their village, and they often marry 
their first cousins.

The majority of the Mal people cannot read or write, 
so how can we get the gospel message to them? For 
centuries people have relied on oral methods of 
singing gospel like music and performing skits, and 
dramas. There are currently missionaries working 
with the Mal people and there may be a few hundred 
Mal believers among them.

Pray that the Mal believers will be trained and have a 
burden for their own people and others. Pray that missionar-
ies will be encouraged and give them God’s wisdom and 
energy to reach every Mal community. Pray that more 
Mal people would turn away from animism and ancestor 
worship and become vibrant believers in our savior.—DK

Blessed be the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us 
in all our afflictions so that 
we may be able to comfort 
those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort 
with which we ourselves 
are comforted by God.

Pray the Mal people of Laos 
would gain the comfort and 
security that is only found in 
Jesus Christ and share that 
comfort with others.

25
DAY

2 Cor. 1:3-4, NIV
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When is a gift not a gift? 
When it is given because 

one has to give it in order to 
avoid hardship. The Ta Oi 
people believe evil spirits and 
dead souls can bring disease, 
poor harvests, and harm to 
their people if the spirits are 

not appeased through ceremonies and gifts. Their 
“gifts” to these spirits are given much like what a 
small shop owner would give as protection “gifts” to 
criminals who would otherwise harm them. They 
believe they must sacrifice some of their meager 
harvests to these spirits.

The Ta Oi of the southern highlands of Laos are one 
of the most demon-oppressed people in this country 
where most people groups live in fear of the spirit 
world. They frequently perform elaborate rituals to 
appease evil spirits and the spirits of the dead. Only a 
small group of Ta Oi people have become believers in 
Christ. The others are in bondage to spirits that come 
to kill, steal, and destroy.

Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Ta Oi people 
to the word of God when they hear it. Pray that God 
would raise up strong churches in their midst. Pray that 
the Christian Tai Oi people would mature in their faith 
and be led to share the gospel with their neighbors. Pray 
for a strong disciple-making movement to emerge in every 
Ta Oi community and village.—DK

TA OI PEOPLE OF LAOS

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his 
benefits, who forgives 
all your sins, who heals 
all your diseases, who 
redeems your life from 
the pit.

Pray that the Lord would 
deliver the Ta Oi of Laos 
from their fear of evil spirits. 
Pray that the Ta Oi will find 
the supernatural peace that 
comes from having all their 
iniquities forgiven in Christ.

26
DAY

Ps 103:2, NIV
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WHITE LAHU PEOPLE

He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There 
will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things 
has passed away.

Pray that the White Lahu 
people will get rid of their 
fear of spirits who want to 
drag them to eternal death 
and believe and receive the 
wonderful God who loves 
them and wants them to 
experience eternal joy and life.

27
DAY

Rev. 21:4, NET
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(This story is intended to illustrate the beliefs of this 
people group.)

T ears filled his eyes as the young White Lahu ran 
out of his house. He shot twice into the air with 

his small, old rifle. He was announcing the death of 
his father to the people of his small village located 
in the dense jungle of northern Laos. He began to 
shout in a loud voice, “go away you evil ghosts; you 
cannot have my father! You cannot take him to the 
dead house!”

 Then he heard the sweet, calm voice of a woman 
say, “Don’t worry about your father. Remember how 
I talked to him about Jesus and the beautiful place 
called heaven where he could go if he accepted him? 
He believed in Jesus and is now in heaven.” The boy 
listened to her words and was comforted.

About 2,500 White Lahu people live in an isolated 
mountainous region of northern Laos. Almost 
85 percent of them adhere to animistic beliefs. 
For example, they believe that there is a death 
ghost which tries to take the spirit to a place of 
permanent death.

Praise God that almost 15 percent of these people have 
become believers in the living Lord, even though many 
face persecution for their faith. Pray that these White 
Lahu believers will remain strong in their faith and be 
used of God to bring their people into God’s kingdom of 
peace. Pray for a movement to Christ among the White 
Lahu people.—PD
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(This story is intended to illustrate what is happening 
among this people group.)

Today we are praying for the Aga Lahu people, 
who believe in a god of creation, but they 

worship the sun and the moon. Gui Sha is their 
creator god, but they think he is too distant and 
unapproachable to answer their prayers. They usually 
turn to shamans when they have a practical problem.

The first efforts to reach the Aga by missionaries dates 
back to 1892. Although these early attempts were 
unsuccessful, recent outreaches have brought over 600 
Aga Lahu to the Lord! They are so excited to know 
who the creator God is and all the wonderful things 
He has done, including giving the world Jesus. The 
light and passion to know more about God is very 
real to these people. Most of them cannot read or 
write, and their literacy rate is less than two percent. 
So hearing about God through translators is very 
important. This is definitely one of the most reachable 
people in this region.

There are about 9,000 Aga Lahu people living in 
remote villages spread out over the mountainous 
terrain of northern Vietnam and Laos. After years 
of darkness, these people are eager to know about 
the biblical God. The need for workers among them 
is vital. 

Pray that God will bring the needed workers to reach the 
Aga Lahu with the gospel and cause their fellowships to 
grow strong. Pray for a full harvest among them.—PD

AGA LAHU PEOPLE OF VIETNAM  
AND LAOS

When the priests withdrew 
from the holy place, the 
cloud filled the temple of 
the Lord. And the priests 
could not perform their 
service because of the 
cloud, for the glory of the 
Lord filled His temple.

Pray that the Lord will 
become as real to the Aga 
Lahu people as he was to the 
Israelites who experienced 
His presence in the temple.

28
DAY

1 Kgs 8:10-11, NIV
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There are many Shan Tai 
people that live in hard 

to reach areas of Myanmar. 
One method of gospel 
communication with them 
that overcomes this obstacle 
daily and enters into Shan 
homes and hearts is the Far 
East Broadcasting Company 
(FEBC). FEBC is bringing 
God’s word, testimonies, Shan 
worship music, and gospel radio 
programming to anyone with a 
shortwave radio. In addition to 

reaching remote areas, many Shan believers have been 
strengthened and encouraged by the radio programs. 
Some Shan report having listened to the programs for 
years prior to coming to Christ.

Over 4.6 million Shan Tai are found living in various 
regions spread across Myanmar. They are constantly 
fighting Myanmar’s military forces which are trying 
to maintain control of them and the other ethnic 
groups. However, some Shan have freedom from 
Myanmar’s military influence by living in remote 
mountainous regions.

The Shan are Buddhist. Many blend their Buddhist 
rituals with spirit worship that is associated with 
nature. There are only a few Shan that have come to 
the Lord, and they are often persecuted. Many living 
in the mountains have never heard the gospel. 

Pray that the FEBC broadcasters will be guided by the 
Holy Spirit as they bring God’s word to the Shan people. 
The Shan Bible is now available on an app, so pray for 
ways to get the word of God to spiritually hungry people. 
Pray that the Shan will open their hearts to the Lord 
when they hear God’s message.—PD

FEBC RADIO FOR SHAN TAI  
OF MYANMAR

Let the desert and its cities 
shout out, the towns where 
the nomads of Kedar live! 
Let the residents of Sela 
shout joyfully; let them 
shout loudly from the 
mountaintops.

Pray that there will soon 
come a day when the 
Shan Tai people will shout 
God’s praises from their 
mountain homes!

29
DAY

Is. 42:11, NET
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“Thank God the Bible 
radio broadcasts are 

being heard throughout the 
island of Mindanao!” A local 
pastor was talking with a group 
of believers who had come to 
Mindanao on a short term 
medical outreach. He continued, 
“In the last three years ISIS 
has gained a growing number 
of supporters on Mindanao. 
Persecution of Christians has 
increased. Many have lost their 
lives and homes. Before we 
were on friendly terms with our 

Muslim neighbors. Even at Christmas our Muslim 
Maguindanao friends came to our home to celebrate 
with us. These social times allowed us to share the 
gospel with them.”

“All of that has changed. Christians are cautious around 
Muslims. Mosque leaders have instructed Muslims not 
to socialize with Christians. Added to the problems 
are the communists who want Christian work to end. 
Radio broadcasts will allow God’s word to be heard 
among the Muslims, communist rebels, and everyone 
else in Mindanao no matter what happens!” 

Almost 70 percent of Mindanao’s population of 22 million 
are Christians with the majority identifying as Catholic. 
Most of the others are Muslims, who are divided into 
several ethnic groups. A new 50 foot FM radio tower 
is allowing Christian programs to be heard throughout 
the island. Pray this powerful mission tool will change 
the lives and hearts of thousands on this island in the 
Philippines where Christian outreach has become increas-
ingly difficult.—PD

RADIO FOR MINDANAO ISLAND, 
PHILIPPINES

And now, if you will 
diligently listen to me 
and keep my covenant, 
then you will be my 
special possession out of 
all the nations, for all the 
earth is mine…

Pray that all the people 
groups in Mindanao will 
heed the Lord’s voice when 
they hear FEBC radio, and 
that they will become His 
special possession.

30
DAY

Ex. 19:5, NET
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