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• The “Hermit Kingdom” is a repressive nightmare, where the populace are kept ignorant of 
the outside world and forcibly indoctrinated into the bizarre doctrines and policies of the 
“Dear Leader”.  Pray for the leader and his cadre, that the Holy Spirit might bring them to 
repentance and belief 

• The economy and environment are in states of disaster.  Pray for a watershed moment in 
God’s timing that will bring thorough change, freedom and complete transformation to 
this land. 

• The Church in North Korea was the birthplace of Korean revival.  Pray for North Korean 
believers that they persevere in what is probably the most difficult country in which to be 
a Christian.   

 

NORTH KOREA  

Known as the "Hermit Kingdom," North Korea has chosen to isolate its 
people from the outside world. The government of this East Asian country 
on the northern half of the Korean Peninsula rigidly controls the 
information coming into and going out of the country.  Its isolation has 
diminished somewhat, though, as North Korea's nuclear aspirations, its 
large standing army, and severe food shortages have drawn the interest 
and concern of its neighbors and the world. 
  
The extreme secrecy of the North Korean government makes it difficult to 
know exactly how North Koreans live. Since the country's formation in 
1948, the dictatorships of Kim Il-sung and his son, Kim Jong-il, and their 
Juche or self-reliance philosophy have formed the North Korea we see 
today. The government dictates the lifestyle of the people through generic 
provisions and by limiting personal differences.  Much of North Korea is 
rural and underdeveloped. Natural disasters and military spending have 
strapped the economy. It is estimated that over the past fifteen years, two 
million North Koreans have died due to food shortages.  North Korea has 
had to rely on foreign aid for food to feed its people.  The North Korean 
government has been accused of torture, slavery, public executions, forced 
abortions, infanticides, as well as detaining possibly 200,000 political 
prisoners. 
  
Once called the "Jerusalem of the East," Pyongyang, North Korea's capital, 
no longer can claim that title as many of its Christians fled to South Korea 
during the Korean War.   Instead, the doctrine of Juche has become a 
religion with the Kims as its deities.  Information about the Christian church 
in North Korea today is limited, but it is known to survive in the face of 
intense persecution.  It has become an underground church where 
meetings and worship must be held in secret, and members know that if 
they are caught they will be thrown in prison or sent to a labor camp. Due 
to intense government control of the media, most North Koreans have 
never heard the name of Jesus. 
 
 

GIVE THANKS 

 
 

Give praise for 
the slow but 

steady growth of 
the Turkish 
Evangelical 
Christianity. 

 

OPERATION WORLD 

 

• Pray for a 
radical 

http://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html
http://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html
http://www.globalprn.com/prayer-resources/religions-of-the-world/
http://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html
http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.operationworld.org/


 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

             
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The regime seems to isolate itself deliberately (as seen in 
its series of rocket and nuclear tests), but its biggest 
challenge is its relationship with China. The nation still 
depends heavily on China economically and cannot 
afford to be abandoned by it. China, although 
increasingly unhappy with the regime’s behavior, still has 
reasons to keep North Korea afloat, one reason being a 
potential influx of refugees.  
 

Although there may be a few believers or even a few churches, they are a 
people group among which there is no indigenous community of believing 
Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize their own 
people group. 

A total of 2 People Groups are Unreached –  

99,3% of people have limited or NO access to the Gospel. 
 

THE UNREACHED  

 

OPEN DOORS 

 

There are many Christian and secular North Korea advocates trying to raise 
awareness of the plight of this nation. One advocate said, “Its hard to stay 
positive when you work so hard and still come across people who have no 
idea of the suffering taking place in North Korea.” Pray for perseverance 
and encouragement for those who speak up on behalf of this nation and 
the Christian Believers who are suffering unspeakable persecution under 
this harsh and evil regime. Pray that instead of discouragement and 
despair, that the God of Hope would fill them afresh each day and equip 

them to keep up the advocacy work (The Bible, John 14:26). 
 
 

#1  
on the Open Doors WWL of countries who face the worst 

Christian persecution. 
 

THE 10/40 WINDOW 

 

JOSHUA PROJECT 

• The situation of Christians is vulnerable and precarious. They face 
persecution from state authorities and their non-Christian family, 
friends, and neighbors. Pray for their protection. Pray for Christians 
who suffer in prisons, labor camps and remote areas. Pray that God 
will give the North Korean Church strength and endurance. 

• North Korea remains at the top of the World Watch List. Pray that 
the country’s rulers will come to know God, for the protection of 
the North Korean Church, and for healing and restoration to take 
place in this country. 

 

Even if 2017 may bring some changes, such as improvements in the economy, nothing 
will improve for Christians, given that they are regarded as enemies of the state. 
 
A small number of people gather in the four government-controlled church buildings in 
Pyongyang. These are used by the regime to show its international visitors that it grants 
freedom of religion. Whether there are genuine believers among them or not, even they 
are not free to live out their Christian faith. 
 
 

https://www.opendoors.org.za/eng/persecuted_christians/world_watch_list/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:26&version=NIV
https://www.1040windowreporter.com/prayer-points
https://www.1040windowreporter.com/prayer-points
https://joshuaproject.net/countries/KN
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http://www.theglobalwatch.com/
http://www.globalprn.com/
http://www.globalprn.com/

