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Dear Praying Friends,

The state of Jammu and 
Kashmir in northern India which we prayed for last month 
and this month consists of three regions: Jammu, the 
Kashmir Valley, and Ladakh. Last month we focused our 
prayers on the Muslim peoples of the area, and this month 
we will pray for the non-Muslims of the state, namely 
the Buddhists, Hindus, and Sikhs. We will start with the 
Buddhist groups, move on to the Hindus, and complete the 
month with two Sikh groups that made their way north.

I gleaned many ideas for the prayer guide this month from 
Kathleen Dillard of the High Places Prayer Patrol. If you 
visit her website, you will notice that I copied many of her 
Bible verses and prayer entries for these people groups in the 
Himalayan Mountains. You could use these Bible verses to 
pray for unreached peoples anywhere.

When the daily prayer entries are turned in, I am sometimes 
surprised by a certain theme that the Lord gives to the GPD 
writers. This time many of the GPD writers are asking you 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to give these capable and often 
wealthy people groups who inhabit the area the humility to 
embrace the Lord. All of us need the Savior, Jesus Christ. 
How hard it is for high caste Hindus to accept a different 
spiritual view when many of them believe they are one 
reincarnation away from the ultimate spiritual bliss we call 
nirvana.

In Christ

Keith Carey, editor-in-chief, GPD

Globalprayerdigest.org

http://www.globalprn.com/
global-prayer-digest-magazine-downloads/
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THE DEEP DEVOTION OF  
TIBETAN BUDDHISTS

There are approximately 1.5 million Tibetans which are 
divided into 129 people groups. Many of the Tibetan 

peoples are nomadic which is one of the reasons why their 
lives are so challenging. They may live at an altitude where 
the valleys are 10,000 feet above sea level and the mountain 
peaks reach above 15,000 feet. The climate is cold and 
often harsh. Pockets of people are isolated throughout the 
mountain ranges. One group of people in this land often 
cannot understand the language of those who live over a 
nearby mountain. 

Not only do the Tibetans face harsh climate conditions, 
but they also face political oppression from the Chinese 
government. In 1949 the Chinese military took over Tibet, 
and many people were killed. This invasion forced many 
Tibetans into exile, including the Dalai Lama himself. 
Tibetans fled primarily to northern India, Nepal, and 
Bhutan. Today, over 94,000 Tibetans live in India, 13,000 in 
Nepal, and 1,000 in Bhutan. 
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THE DEEP DEVOTION OF TIBETAN BUDDHISTS

Tibet’s Unique Form of Buddhism

In the midst of the challenges of a harsh climate and fierce political 
oppression, you find a people dedicated to Buddhism. But the form of 
Buddhism practiced in Tibet is uniquely different from other forms of 
Buddhism in the world. Tibetan Buddhists believe that one can attain 
“nirvana” in one’s lifetime. This form of Buddhism often demands an intense 
devotion that must be accompanied by radical religious practices. 

Tibetan Buddhism is also mixed with many of the local religious practices 
where it is imperative to make sacrifices to appease the gods. Bon is an 
ancient Tibetan religion that has a strong influence on the people’s daily 
lives. It was mixed with Buddhism around the 8th century AD, and it 
separates the Tibetan form of Buddhism from all other forms of this 
religion. Bon incorporates occult practices, demon worship, and aspects of 
shamanism. The mixture of Bon and Buddhism in Tibet has produced a 
religious system based on pleasing very dark spirit beings. The fear of their 
gods is entrenched in their religion, and this fear can be overwhelming. 
Some experience horrible nightmares or what they call “terrors in the night,” 
being awakened by intense fear in their sleep.

However, even in the midst of this darkness in Tibetan Buddhism, the 
common people and monks are diligently seeking to find God. The Tibetans 
are people of great faith and prayer. In fact their lives revolve around prayer! 
This culture of prayer is embraced by the monks and also by the common lay 
people. They use many different methods and tools in their forms of prayer 
which needs to be directed to the true and living God.

Tibetan Forms of Prayer

One of the ways the Tibetan peoples practice prayer is by using prayer flags. 
A visitor to the country will notice that these flags are hanging throughout 
the Himalayan Mountain ranges. The people believe that these flags will 
bring blessings and prosperity. When the wind blows upon them, they 
believe that these blessings will flow down the mountains into the valleys 
and touch the lives of the people.

continued on next 
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Prayer wheels are also an essential part of Tibetan life. These prayer wheels 
can be rather small and hand held or as large as an adult. The prayers of the 
people are written on the wheels. When the people spin the wheels, they 
believe that their prayers are being uttered. Whether they are praying in the 
monasteries or taking a bus ride, you can see the Tibetans being faithful to 
bring their burdens and their desires to their gods using their prayer wheels. 

Along with the prayer wheels Tibetan Buddhists also carry with them prayer 
beads. They use these beads to count how many times they are praying their 
mantras. A mantra is simply a prayer that they pray over and over again. 
There are typically 21, 28 or 108 beads that they carry. While counting their 
mantras using the prayer beads that number 21 or 28 they often lie down 
prostrate. When they use 108 prayer beads, they are repenting of all of the 
sins that are written in Buddhist doctrine. Tibetans meditate on what they are 
praying for until it is ingrained into the fabric of their beings. This practice 
takes much discipline and focus. 

Buddhists believe that power and enlightenment come through fasting; 
therefore, fasting plays a major role in their spirituality. The Tibetans believe 
that in fasting they are denying themselves food as a sacrifice in order to bless 
others. Therefore, when they fast, they give food to the poor. There are many 
different types of fasts. One type consists of no food; other types of fasts limit 
the kinds of food they eat. Many Buddhists have endured long fasts drinking 
only water. It is common for monks to fast every day from noon until the 
following morning. According to tradition, Gautama Buddha advised the 
monks to fast in this way. Buddhists will tell you that Gautama Buddha 
himself fasted very intensely for six years.

Redemption for the Tibetans

Though there is much darkness among these people, there are some things 
in their lives that fill our hearts with hope. Earlier in the article we pointed 
out that the majority of Tibetans are nomadic in some way. Tibetan 
nomads rarely settle anywhere for an extended period of time. They often 
go in and out of the harsh climate of the Tibetan region of the Himalayas. 
Sometimes they travel through Nepal and northern India. This gives them 
an opportunity to hear the gospel while temporarily being away from China’s 

THE DEEP DEVOTION OF TIBETAN BUDDHISTS
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oppressive communist government. Thus the Tibetan nomads may not only 
be able to hear the gospel, but they could spread it wherever they go. There 
are also some qualities in the Tibetan Buddhist practices that could cause 
us to have hope that they may be open to the gospel of Jesus Christ if they 
have a chance to hear about the Lord. These people are committed to prayer 
and fasting. God’s plan for them could be that they will become intercessors 
for his kingdom of light. Remember, before the foundation of the world 
God also chose the Tibetan people to be in Christ and in love with him. He 
gave them the desire and discipline to bow down and humble themselves 
and pray. When the Tibetans receive a revelation of Jesus Christ, they will 
become some of the most powerful and effective prayer warriors in the 
Buddhist world.

Prayer Points

• Pray for God to send laborers to Tibetan nomads. It will take believers who can 
withstand harsh climates, much travel, and a radically different worldview than 
we have in the West.

• Pray that the spirit of fear will be broken among the Tibetan peoples. Pray that 
they will soon know the love of God that casts out all fear (1 John 4:18).

• Pray that God will open their eyes to Christ and use their devotion, prayers, and 
fasting for His honor and glory.

• Pray for the revelation of Christ to be received by the Tibetan peoples (Ephesians 
1:17-19).

• Pray that God will raise up and send many laborers to reach all Tibetan peoples 
with his love that is found only in Christ. 

THE DEEP DEVOTION OF TIBETAN BUDDHISTS



It became clear that any 
Christian workers would 

face hardships or even death 
if they tried to establish a 
work in this solidly Buddhist 
part of the world. Moravian 
missionaries knew that they 
could pay with their lives 
for serving Christ, but they 
proceeded to do so anyway. 

In 1855 Moravian missionaries 
Eduard Pagell and August 
Wilhelm Heyde began an 
exploratory tour of Tibet. They 
were not welcome in Leh, 
Ladakh. They left  

and founded a mission station as near as possible to 
Chinese-controlled Tibet. This solitary outpost was at 
10,000 feet, which was much easier for Europeans to 
physically adapt to than the higher elevations of other 
parts of Tibet. 

In 1857 the two missionaries welcomed the arrival 
of their leader, Heinrich August Jaeschke, who later 
devoted his efforts to developing Christian literature 
and Bible translations in Tibetan. Perhaps, even 
more welcome were brides that arrived for the three 
missionaries in 1859. 

One of the first obstacles these Moravian missionaries 
faced was indifference. Tibetans would either ignore 
their preaching or view them as entertainers. It was very 
difficult for Tibetans to think that Christians took their 
sins seriously because they killed livestock to eat meat. 

Pray for the Tibetan peoples in Ladakh to understand 
Christ’s view of sin and recognize that they cannot be 
forgiven from their sins apart from Him.—KC

MORAVIAN MISSION WORK  
IN LADAKH

Even the Spirit of truth; 
whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth 
him: but ye know him; for 
he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you. 

Remember in Isaiah 9:6 the 
baby Jesus was given the 
four names of God, including 
Wonderful Counselor? Well, 
here is the Holy Spirit walking 
the earth in the person of 
Jesus, "for he dwelleth with 
you, and shall be in you." 

Pray for all Ladakhi peoples 
to recognize God's Holy 
Spirit in the person of his 
messengers and desire his 
Holy Spirit to live in them.

01
DAY

John 14:17, KJV 
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I t was an epidemic that opened doors for 
missionaries. Though ill in bed himself, Moravian 

missionary Eduard Pagell set out to cross over high 
mountain passes to vaccinate Tibetans against small 
pox. After he had vaccinated 639 people, he was sent 
packing by local officials who did not want a gospel 
witness in the land of the Dalai Lama.

At the mission station, workers faced open hostility 
once a couple of Tibetans embraced the gospel. 
Tibetan believers were ostracized, disowned by their 
families, and lost their jobs. In the coming years 
Moravians developed ways for Tibetan believers 
to make a living through a mission run farm. They 
introduced the cultivation of potatoes, which soon 
became an important part of the Tibetan diet. They 
also were demonstrating to the Tibetans that they 
didn’t need the lama’s blessings to have a good 
harvest. Other Moravians established knitting schools 
at nearly every mission station. They introduced 
handlooms to improve the local economy. This 
was important partly because communist activities 
in China were making things too dangerous for 
transporting and trading goods.

Moravians also made use of a rest house for traveling 
traders. Providing these mobile traders with gospel 
tracts and literature was an excellent way to get 
these materials spread far and wide. A Tibetan Bible 
woman and her husband were left in charge of the 
home. This was a first step towards turning leadership 
over to local believers.

Pray for workers to have discernment as they attempt to 
turn leadership over to local believers.—KC

MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY, CONTINUED

Then He said to his disciples, 
"The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few; 
pray therefore the Lord of 
the Harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest." 

A dangerous prayer ... because 
as soon as they obediently 
prayed this prayer, five verses 
later, they are being sent! 

Pray that the Tibetans 
everywhere will joyfully 
pray this prayer to the Lord 
of the harvest, and be sent 
by him to reap the harvest 
of their own people and the 
peoples beyond them.

02
DAY

Matthew 9:37-38, RSV 
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Though Jaeschke had to return to Europe by 1868, 
he eventually translated the Bible and other 

Christian literature into Tibetan. It took until 1947 
for the entire Tibetan Bible to be published in one 
volume. He and Eduard Pagell both died in 1883.

Though these two founding members were gone, 
the Moravian work hit a high point around 1900. 
Moravians had 21 workers in four mission stations, 
and nearly 100 Tibetans were in their spiritual care. 
By 1909, 100 homes were open to their activity. 
Missionaries and Tibetan evangelists used literature, 
and even chiseled Bible verses on trade routes to 
make Christ known.

Medical work also opened doors for the gospel. 
Moravians opened a hospital in Leh. Others 
established clinics where they removed cataracts, and 
there was also a leper ward. Moravian doctors gained 
a good reputation in Tibet. 

The two world wars, India’s independence 
movement, and China’s Communist Revolution 
eroded Moravian work. During WWI British-
controlled parts of the Tibetan world sent Moravian 
missionaries away because most of these workers 
were German nationals. It became clear that the 
Moravians needed to quickly turn leadership over to 
Tibetan believers before it was too late. In 1945, the 
congregation in Leh voted to use their own funds 
rather than depend on monies from outside. Leh and 
two outstations were the last toeholds of this 100-
year mission effort. 

Pray that God will soon re-establish this work in 
Tibet.—KC (From: The History of the Moravian 
Church, The Renewed Unitas Fratrum—1722-1957, by 
Kenneth Hamilton)

MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY, 
CONTINUED

And so, dear brothers and 
sisters, I plead with you 
to give your bodies to God 
because of all he has done 
for you. Let them be a living 
and holy sacrifice—the 
kind he will find acceptable. 
This is truly the way to 
worship him.

The goal is to take regular, 
fleshly humanity, and have 
God transform them into his 
likeness!

Make this your prayer for 
both the missionaries and 
the peoples of India this 
month.

03
DAY

ROM 12:1, NLT

90



"I t's our duty to fast," 
said the older Tibetan 

man to the people of Camp 
12. Everyone nodded and 
gathered in one of Camp 12’s 
wooden bungalows. Soon the 
Tibetan exiles in Leh were 
chanting prayers to Buddha. 
Many of the participants 
wore black bandanas with the 
words "Free Tibet" on them. 

The Leh district is located 
in the high mountains of 
Kashmir, near the border with 
China. (India’s state of Jammu 

and Kashmir which we are praying for this month 
consists of Jammu, the Kashmir Valley, and Ladakh.)

 Since 1962 many Tibetans have fled religious and 
political persecution in Chinese occupied Tibet. Such 
people often ended up in one of Leh's 12 refugee 
camps. This part of India has a high concentration of 
Tibetan Buddhists.

Almost all Tibetans are Buddhists, and very few 
follow Jesus Christ. Each day one of Leh's 12 refugee 
camps goes on a 24-hour hunger strike. The strikers 
pray to Buddha for a free Tibet. They do not know 
that their prayers do not reach the sovereign God.

Ask God to lead a mission agency to reach out to the 
Tibetans of Leh with the message of salvation. Pray for 
open hearts and minds among the Tibetans. Pray that God 
would give these Tibetans a dedication to the prince of 
peace, the one who paid for the sins of the world. Pray that 
the Tibetans in Leh will serve him by taking the gospel to 
Tibet.—WK

TIBETANS IN LEH

Speak to all the people 
and priests of the land as 
follows: ‘When you fasted 
and lamented in the fifth 
and seventh months 
through all these 70 years, 
did you truly fast for me—
for me, indeed?’

Pray that there will soon 
come a day when Tibetan 
Buddhists in Jammu and 
Kashmir will use their 
spiritual disciplines in a way 
that pleases the Lord.

04
DAY

Zechariah 7:5, NET
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T he three river 
valleys are full 

of boulders, and few 
plants grow in them. 
The Bodh people group 
gather in villages and 
pray to Buddha. They 
believe only Buddha 
can save them from 
the evil spirits that 

make their lives hard. They bow to idols in temples, 
chanting prayers to Buddha day and night. 

The Bodh have lived in the high mountains of 
Kashmir for as long as anyone can remember. The 
people speak three dialects which are almost different 
enough to be considered separate languages. 

All Bodhs are Buddhists. There are no known 
followers of Jesus Christ among them. Not one verse 
of the Bible has been translated into their dialects. 
There is no Bodh version of the JESUS Film. There 
are also no gospel radio broadcasts in the Bodh 
language. 

Ask God to lead faithful workers to reach out to the Bodh 
people of Kashmir with the message of salvation. May this 
people group come to realize that Jesus Christ can free them 
from the evil spirits who torment them. Pray that the 
Bible and gospel recordings would be translated into their 
language. Pray for a disciple making movement among the 
Bodh people that will shake the foundations of Buddhism 
throughout Asia.—WK

BUDDHIST BODH PEOPLE

The weapons of our warfare 
are not worldly but have 
divine power to destroy 
strongholds. We destroy 
arguments and every proud 
obstacle to the knowledge 
of God, and take every 
thought captive to obey 
Christ. 

The world, the flesh, and the 
devil have taken captive the 
thoughts of all the unreached 
peoples. Intercessor, by setting 
the Lord always before you, 
abiding in him, and making 
his thoughts your thoughts 
... are you ready to pull down 
strongholds and take every 
enemy thought captive? 

Pray He will do this through 
you among the Bodh people. 
Pray that this will be the 
time when the thoughts of 
the Bodh people are freed to 
seek and find the Lord.

05
DAY

II Cor 10:4-5, RSV 
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I t is common for people to bring flowers to funerals, 
but we usually don’t wear them at such solemn 

events. Among the Brokpa people, both men and 
women wear floral print clothes to funerals. The 
women even wear flowers in their hair. 

Everyone remains silent until a relative of the deceased 
lights the funeral pyre. Then a Buddhist priest begins 
to chant. Slowly the flames consume the body. The 
Brokpa believe that the burning of the body frees the 
soul to be reborn in a new body.

The Brokpa live in Jammu and Kashmir near the 
border with Pakistan. They speak a language similar 
to several spoken in Pakistan. But unlike their 
kinsmen, the Brokpa are Buddhists, not Muslims. 
There are few, if any, followers of Jesus Christ among 
the Brokpa. There are 200 Christian believers among 
the neighboring Ladakhi people group. 

Pray that Ladakhi believers will be led by God to reach out 
to their Brokpa neighbors with the message of salvation. 
Ask God to open the spiritual eyes of the Brokpa. May they 
come to see that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
light. Pray for a disciple making movement among the 
Brokpa people that will spread throughout Jammu and 
Kashmir.—WK

BUDDHIST BROKPA PEOPLE

For as he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he. 

Intercessor, as God's Spirit 
moves you to open your 
mouth and pray for the 
Brokpa people, you will 
intercede using his words 
from his word, and you 
will clear the way for the 
harvesters you are praying for! 

Pray to the lord of the angel 
armies to help us to take 
every thought captive as 
his harvesters bring Brokpa 
people his word!

06
DAY

Proverbs 23:7a, KJV 
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In a remote corner of the world there lies a 
land matched by few others in its beauty and 

unyielding severity. Barren mountains are capped 
with snow, and surrounded by plains of windswept 
grass and stones. Standing in a mountain pass and 
looking down upon the valley below, a visitor might 
see herds of livestock and here and there tents 
pitched upon the plain.

This is the region of Ladakh in the Indian state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, home to the Changpa people. 
These herds are the Changpas’ livelihood, and the 
yak-hair tents, called rebos, are their homes.  
Here the Changpa raise goats, sheep, and yaks 
for meat, for their milk, and for fur. The goats, in 
particular, are valued for their fine cashmere wool, 
called pashmina.

Every Changpa family houses two objects of 
veneration: a picture of the Dalai Lama and their 
household deity. Although the Changpa are 
Buddhists, they also place much stock in bon,  
their ancestral shamanistic religion, and its numerous 
spirits. The Changpa fear some of these spirits which 
are believed to cause severe weather and  
other afflictions.

The Changpa are completely unreached. All practice 
bon and Tibetan Buddhism; none have had an 
opportunity to commit their lives to Jesus.

Pray that Christ-followers would be moved by God to 
attempt to bring the gospel to the Changpa. Pray that this 
would be successful, so that the Changpa need fear spirits 
no longer, but find rest and solace in Christ alone.—WM

BUDDHIST CHANGPA PEOPLE

Your justice is like the 
highest mountains, your 
fairness like the deepest 
sea; you preserve mankind 
and the animal kingdom.

Pray that when the 
Changpa people look to the 
mountains, they will praise 
the one who made them.

07
DAY

Ps 36:6, NET
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BUDDHIST GARA PEOPLE

Ask of me, and I will give 
you the nations for your 
inheritance, and the 
ends of the earth for your 
possession.

Ask him for the Gara nation!

08
DAY

Ps 2:8, NKJV
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W hat makes the Gara people unique? There 
could be many reasons, but in this case it’s 

the Indian government that gives them distinction. 
Even though they number only about 1,000 people, 
the government recognized them as a separate tribe 
in 1989. Researchers previously had labeled them 
as part of the larger Ladakhi people group because 
they live in the same geographical area. They don’t 
speak Ladakhi, and they have their own marriage 
and death rituals. The Ladakhi treat the Gara as the 
lowest social class, and they don’t allow them to hold 
administration positions.

Most Gara claim to be Buddhists, but still practice 
spirit worship. They call on demonic spirits to protect 
them and, at some ceremonies, wear hideous masks. 
Some Tibetan Buddhist lamas go into demonic 
trances in order to give spiritual advice to the  
Gara community.

There are no known followers of Christ among 
the Gara. Social barriers divide them from the 
neighboring Ladakhi where there are over 200 
believers. There are no Bible translations in their 
language, Lahul. But Global Recordings Network 
(GRN) has audio Bible stories, evangelistic messages 
and an audio-visual overview of the Bible. These can 
be downloaded free for evangelism and  
church planting.

Pray that social barriers will break down between the 
Gara and their Ladakhi neighbors. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest to help Ladakhi believers reach out to the Gara 
with the gospel message and to help the Gara people to 
find a way to use resources on the Internet to spread the 
life-giving gospel message.—AHS



W hat do you do when three mission websites give 
contradictory data and duplicate each other? 

After you check other sources you discover not much 
available under Mangrik; but there is much under 
Ladakhi, their language; one source says they are 
Hindu while another says they are Tibetan Buddhist. 
There are some Muslims among them.

The 2001 Indian Census gives the Mangrik a population 
of 105,000 living in Jammu and Kashmir. They reside in 
250 settlements. A few of them live also in China, the 
result of China's annexation of part of their homeland. 
Except for the introduction of a highway, the annexation 
has little practical consequence.

They are agriculturalists and herders who live above 
the 15,000 foot elevation in a desert watered by snow 
melt. Most of the year they live indoors, farming only 
during the four-month summer. 

Christian witness has been sporadic. There have been 
eighth-century Nestorian missionaries, 17th-century 
Portuguese Catholics, Moravians from the 19th 
century to the present, and Cooperative Outreach of 
India. There are very few followers of Christ, however, 
despite distribution of gospel tracts and recordings in 
their language.

Pray for good fruit from literature distribution, medical 
missions, and evangelism. Pray for openness to the gospel. 
Pray that Chinese evangelists will reach those in China 
and that those converts will evangelize in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Pray that websites will be accurate and that 
Global Prayer Digest writers will be led by God to 
needed resources.—TP

BUDDHIST MANGRIK PEOPLE 

Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into 
His courts with praise. 
Be thankful to him, and 
bless his name. For the 
LORD is good; his mercy is 
everlasting, and his truth 
endures to all generations.

Pray that soon many from 
the Mangrik people will 
enter a place of joy and 
praise to the one who gives 
them life!

09
DAY

Ps 100:4-5, NKJV

96



H ow much hope would you have to fulfill a great 
need if all you could do about it was to spin a 

prayer wheel as a form of prayer to an invisible spiritual 
force? Would it even be worth the effort? The 2,100 
Tibetan Buddhist Rigzong people can only spin their 
prayer wheels and chant to dark spiritual forces when 
they face the uncertainties of life. 

As followers of Christ, we know that life is filled 
with many uncertainties. Yet we also know that when 
tragedies come, we can go before the only one who can 
do something about it. Unlike the Rigzong people, we 
know that the one we pray to is loving and kind; he 
will hear and answer our prayers. Even if we don’t get 
the answer we want, we can count on God to do what 
is right. 

The Rigzong people have no such assurance. There is 
not a single one of them who follows Christ. Though 
they have high status among Ladakhi speaking 
Buddhists, they face the same challenges as the rest  
of us. 

Pray that the Rigzong people will soon hear about the 
one who holds the future and loves them intensely. Pray 
that they will be given the gift of faith that the sovereign 
God is good all the time. Pray that there will soon be a 
group of Rigzong people learning from Christ through the 
word, and sharing with other Buddhists in Jammu and 
Kashmir.—KC 

TIBETAN BUDDHIST  
RIGZONG PEOPLE

For I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you, 
says the LORD, thoughts 
of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and 
a hope. Then you will call 
upon me and go and pray 
to me, and I will listen to 
you. And you will seek me 
and find me, when you 
search for me with all your 
heart.

Make this your prayer for 
the Rigzong people. Pray for 
them to catch hold of the 
Lord who answers prayer.

10
DAY

Jer 29:11-13, NKJV
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M on history dates back 
thousands of years; they 

were the first inhabitants of 
Burma, now called Myanmar, 
and they first came there as 
highly cultured Buddhists with 
a north Indian classical heritage. 
Today there are anywhere 
between one and five million 
of them worldwide, mainly in 
Myanmar, but a small number 
live in India, including about 
1,000 in Jammu and Kashmir.

Indian Hindu culture and the 
Asoka Buddhist kingdom of India helped shape the 
Mon people. This great Mon civilization played a 
significant leadership role in Burma’s long history 
and brought Theravada Buddhism to Burma. More 
recently, however, the Mon people in Myanmar have 
experienced persecution and they struggle  
for autonomy.

Mon villages normally consist of thatched-roof 
houses, cattle sheds, and granaries. Villages typically 
contain a monastery that also acts as a school, 
and pagodas with Buddha images. Their form of 
Theravada Buddhism is accompanied by beliefs 
in various spirits. In Kashmir the primary Mon 
language is Ladakhi, and there is a complete Bible, 
the JESUS Film, and audio recordings in  
their language.

Ask God to stir Indian churches to pray for the Mon. Pray 
for Christ followers to go to these unreached people. Ask for 
Mon hearts and minds to open to Jesus and his word. Pray 
for a disciple making movement among the Mon people in 
Kashmir and Myanmar.—CR

BUDDHIST MON PEOPLE  
IN INDIA AND MYANMAR

I will call them “my people” 
who are not my people;…

Pray that this will be the 
time when the Mon people 
of India are adopted by their 
heavenly father.

11
DAY

Romans 9:25a, NIV 
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As a Global Prayer Digest 
reader, you already know 

that even when a people group 
is being reached, sometimes 
their near neighbors do  
not have the chance to hear 
about Christ. 

Though there are Garhwali 
people in Jammu and Kashmir, 
they are more likely to be found 
in Uttakhand, a state to the 
south of the one we are praying 
for this month. Both states are 
very unreached. The region next 
to where the Garhwali people 

live is home to the Kumauni people group. This latter 
group has many missionary church planting efforts, 
but that effort has yet to reach the Garhwali people.

A local pastor has poured out his heart to the 
Western world, pleading for “some good and energetic 
missionaries to come from abroad.” He leads a small 
Bible Training Center that trains students for only 
about three months, and he needs outside help. His 
dream is for the Garhwali people to be involved 
in “church planting and saving souls.” That is our 
heavenly father’s desire as well.

Pray that the Bible Training Center will grow and send 
out hundreds of “energetic” church planters to the Garhwali 
people. Pray for a disciple making movement to emerge 
among the Garhwalis. Pray that the Holy Spirit will open 
the eyes of the Garhwali people to His truth and love.—JS

HINDU GARHWALI PEOPLE

Let the peoples praise you, 
O God; let all the peoples 
praise you. Oh, let the 
nations be glad and sing 
for joy! For you shall judge 
the people righteously, 
and govern the nations on 
earth. 

Make this your prayer for 
this people group that is 
overlooked by man, but not 
overlooked by God.

12
DAY

Ps 67:3-4, NKJV
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Who are the Adibas? It 
is not the name of a 

tribe, but it is the name of a 
cluster of 13 tribes who have 
been called, “particularly 
vulnerable tribal groups.” 
They live in Odisha, a state in 
eastern India. Actually, there 
are 62 separate tribal groups 
in the state, but only 13 of 
them fit into the “particularly 
vulnerable” category. 

The Odisha Bible Training 
Center (OBTC) sponsored by India Gospel 
Outreach (IGO) is a school where evangelists  
from Odisha are trained. The Adibas constitute 22 
percent of Odisha’s population—a significant  
number of people who desperately need a disciple 
making movement.

As a reader, consider particularly adopting one of 
these groups to pray for on a daily basis. These are 
the 13 tribal groups that need daily prayer: Santal, 
Munda, Saura, Kui, Ho, Sadri, Gadaba, Kandhas, 
Bhuiya, Bhumjo, Mankidia, Juango, and Dongria 
Khonda. Recently the New Testament has been 
published in Juango and Gadaba. 

Pray for graduates of the OBTC to be perfectly equipped 
to evangelize these very vulnerable tribes. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to prepare their hearts so that his word, when 
heard or read, will find fertile soil and can take root 
and grow and flourish. As they go out two by two, pray 
that they will be led to “men of peace” who will show 
hospitality to them as they teach and lead tribal members 
to Jesus.—JS

INDIA GOSPEL OUTREACH  
WORK IN ODISHA

God be merciful to us 
and bless us, and cause 
his face to shine upon us. 
Selah. That your way may 
be known on earth, your 
salvation among all nations.

Pray that God’s mercy and 
his salvation will be known 
by each of these tribes we 
are praying for today.

13
DAY

Ps 67:1-2 NKJV
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H ead-hunters in India? The Hmar tribe was 
labeled the “worst head-hunters,” killing at least 

500 people in 1871. But nothing is impossible with 
God, and the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
changed this entire tribe. God transformed their lives 
when a missionary from Wales introduced the Hmar 
tribe to the gospel. During the missionary’s five-day 
stay, God’s word impacted a man whose conversion 
was the seed for the organization Bibles for the World, 
ministering to unreached people groups in  
developing nations. 

John Pudaite is president of Bibles for the World, 
and his father and grandfather were members of the 
head-hunting Hmar tribe. Pudaite’s father started 
the ministry that is based in Colorado Springs, CO. 
Although it ministers to the unreached in developing 
nations, it has an emphasis on India – where it all 
began with the conversion of the Hmar tribe to Christ.

Bibles for the World not only provides Scripture 
distribution, but also includes Christian education, 
healthcare, and relief and development to unreached 
people groups. Pudaite says, “We were one of those 
unreached people groups, but within a generation, as 
the gospel spread across our people, it captivated them. 
It continues to move out from tribe to tribe … and 
now across the world through this ministry.”

Pray for God’s wisdom for Bibles of the World’s ongoing 
ministry. Pray they will find new and interesting ways to 
spread the gospel and fulfill the Great Commission.—JS

For the word of the LORD 
is right, and all his work 
is done in truth. He loves 
righteousness and justice; 
the earth is full of the 
goodness of the LORD.

Pray that those reached by 
Bibles for the World will 
have the faith to know that 
God loves righteousness and 
justice, and that the earth is 
filled with his goodness.

14
DAY

Ps 33:4-5 NKJV

BIBLES FOR THE WORLD
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T he Gaur bull, the largest bull species found in 
the Indian plains, tilled the soil for the Brahman 

farmer. As the bull effortlessly churned the earth with 
unbridled strength, the Gaur Brahman watched with 
pride. The Hindu Brahman belonged to a Guar clan 
named after the bull’s power. His people believe the 
Guar bull is the only animal that refuses to bow down 
to a lion. Likewise, they believe that Guar Brahmans 
are the only people who refused to submit to any king, 
represented as a lion. They also were responsible for 
advancing the movement for a unified India.

Many years ago, Brahmans were the spiritual 
consultants for the Hindu kings. Today, regional 
traditions significantly separate Brahman communities 
from each other. Some are vegetarian, some eat 
meat, some allow divorce, some imbibe alcohol, some 
are priests, some are musicians, some are doctors, 
some work in government service, some are self-
employed, and some work other people’s land. But all 
3,200,000 Gaur Brahmans have pride in being Guar 
and, according to Hindu mythology, in being the 
originators of the human race.

They remain 100 percent Hindu and worship all 
the major gods and goddesses. They are completely 
unreached with the gospel.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will speak clearly to Gaur 
Brahman community leaders, and commission them to 
bring true spiritual power and holiness to their people. 
Pray that pride will not keep these Brahmans from submit-
ting to the Lion of Judah.—LR 

GAUR BRAHMANS

Bless the LORD, o my soul; 
and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name! Bless 
the LORD, o my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits: 
who forgives all your 
iniquities, who heals 
all your diseases, who 
redeems your life from 
destruction…

May every Brahman group 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
bless the Lord with all that 
is within them! May they 
recognize God as the forgiver 
of sins and the healer of all 
diseases.

15
DAY

Ps 103: 1-4, NKJV
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Y ou call me ‘teacher’ 
and ‘Lord,’ and 

rightly so, for that is 
what I am. Now that I, 
your lord and teacher, 
have washed your feet, 
you also should wash 
one another’s feet 
(John 13: 13-14, NIV).

The word pundit, defined as an expert in a specific 
field, originates from a Sanskrit word referring to a 
Hindu teacher or priest, “pandit.” The meaning of 
Purohit is synonymous to this word; consequently, the 
Purohit Brahmans are leaders and experts in Hindu 
teachings. The Brahmans hold the traditional role as 
spiritual guides for Hindus. The caste system places 
these teachers and scholars at the top of society. 

The gospel is available to the Purohit Brahmans 
because the New Testament and the JESUS Film 
have been translated into Marwari, their primary 
language. However, why would the Purohit Brahmans 
be drawn to the gospel, when they already enjoy a 
position of spiritual prestige? We must pray that the 
Holy Spirit will work in their lives. When Jesus, as 
teacher and Lord, washes the feet of the disciples, he 
flips social order upside down by showing that true 
leaders are servants. He rejects the worldview most 
Purohit Brahmans are content with, and instead, 
chooses to embody humble servanthood. 

Pray that the mystery and beauty of Christ's kingship 
would captivate and challenge the hearts of the Purhoit 
Brahmans to imitate him. Pray that God’s love would 
bring an end to the systemic injustice of the caste 
system.—EC

PUROHIT BRAHMANS

And what agreement has 
the temple of God with 
idols? For you are the 
temple of the living God. 
As God has said: “I will 
dwell in them and walk 
among them. I will be their 
God, and they shall be my 
people.”

Pray that the Purohit 
Brahmans will seek and 
find the true teacher 
who provides spiritual 
wisdom. Pray that they will 
understand that anything 
less than depending on 
Jesus Christ is an idol.

16
DAY

2 Cor 6:16, NKJV
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L ive in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, 

but be willing to associate 
with people of low position. 
Do not be conceited. Romans 
12:16, NIV.

The history of the Agarwal 
Banias is one of wealth and 
loftiness. They are believed to 
be descendants of Agrasena, 
a legendary Indian king who 
established an entire kingdom 
of traders in north India. For 

a position in his lineage the Agarwal Banias have 
experienced great favoritism and money under the 
law. The Agarwals are noted for often disobeying 
Hindu rules with no consequences. They may be 
Hindus, but they are usually not good Hindus. 
Throughout the generations many Agarwal sects 
branched off into smaller groups. 

The majority of Bania subgroups like the Agarwals 
see no need for the God of the Bible. Kingdom 
breakthroughs become especially difficult to attain 
in a country where the lower castes are associated 
with embracing the gospel, but the higher ones, 
like the Agarwal Bania, view it as being for those 
beneath them. However, there is at least one 
believer from this Bania community.

Pray that these prestigious people will be willing to listen 
to those from lower castes who have found that only Jesus 
satisfies our spiritual needs no matter how much status 
men give us. Pray for a humility among the Agarwal 
Banias that will open their hearts to understand that 
they need to seek and find the true Lord.—BO

AGARWAL BANIA PEOPLE 

By awesome deeds in 
righteousness you will 
answer us, O God of our 
salvation, you who are the 
confidence of all the ends of 
the earth, and of the far-off 
seas…

Pray that the Agarwal 
Banias will notice the 
awesome deeds of the Lord, 
and be humbled by them 
enough to submit to him.

17
DAY

Ps 65:5, NKJV
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JAIN AND HINDU PORWAL BANIA

As the father knows me, 
even so I know the father; 
and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. And other sheep 
I have which are not of this 
fold; them also I must bring, 
and they will hear my 
voice; and there will be one 
flock and one shepherd.

Pray for the Porwal people 
to be humble enough to 
accept this unfathomable 
gift from Jesus Christ.

18
DAY

Jn 10:15-16, NKJV
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(This story is intended to illus-
trate the attitudes of this people 
group.)

J idu hurried his son to get 
ready for school. The car was 

waiting outside the luxurious 
home. He told his son, “It is 
ok for you to go to this foreign 
school, but you must not forget 
that you are a Porwal Bania. 

You come from a prestigious community. We are 
one of 24 of these gotras (clans) so remember you are 
already promised for marriage. No girls!”  
He emphasized.

The Porwal or Porwad Bania people are known 
by many names. They number about 340,000 and 
some of them live in Jammu and Kashmir. Formally 
known for both their large numbers and their wealth, 
they have been famous temple builders from about 
900 AD. The Porwal Bania can be either Hindu  
or Jain.

Jains believe there are 14 levels of virtue of which the 
first level is total ignorance and the second is falling 
away from the “right” faith. It is understandable why 
they reject Christianity since it represents to them 
failure to obtain freedom for their soul at the 14th 
level. They believe that by doing good works they will 
become less sinful and more pure. Thus they will not 
be in a continual state of victimhood to bad karma.

Pray for workers to carry the message and freedom from 
sin to the Porwal Bania community. Pray that they 
will be drawn by the Holy Spirit to the joy of salvation 
by faith in Christ, and that they will understand that 
salvation is not of works.—PE

A Jain Alter
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(This story illustrates what 
we would like to have happen 
for this community.)

S indi leaned against the 
wall and closed her 

eyes. As she walked home 
from work in her family’s 
market stall, she stopped at 
this house often to rest and 

sit beside the open window. Her excuse was that she 
was heavy with child and needed a rest. But today, 
since her newborn was with her mother, she hoped 
no one would question her stopping place.

She listened to the beautiful words that played 
inside the house. A gospel recording taught about 
the sacrifice of the lamb of God, and it caught her 
attention. As a member of the Lingayat sect, her 
husband frequently took a sheep or a fowl to the 
temple as a sacrifice. She wondered what it could 
mean that a man named Jesus was called the lamb 
of God. 

Thirty million Bania are in India, and the Mahesri 
community is among them. The name Bania has 
its roots in a word for “trader,” since they are an 
important trading people. Lingayat and Hindu 
adherents believe in many gods, and in some 
households as many as 50 icons of different gods 
must be brought out, bathed, and covered with 
flowers. The chief object of their worship is the  
blue god Shiva. They are a well-educated and 
prosperous people.

Pray that the Mahesri Bania community will learn of 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and turn to Him for their 
salvation.—PE

MAHESRI BANIAS 

Then he said to the woman, 
“Your faith has saved you. 
Go in peace.”

Pray for God to raise up 
many women like the one 
we read about today to put 
their faith in the God of the 
Bible.

19
DAY

Lk 7:50: NKJV

106

C
re

at
e 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l



How do you find information about a people 
group that has so few members? By Indian 

standards the 40,000 Zargars are few. A search 
on the Internet turns up snippets such as this: “a 
Romani-related ethnic group deriving from Zargar, 
Iran.” They live in Jammu and Kashmir and speak 
Dogri. Most are Muslim, but a minority are Hindu. 
That is the extent to which the general reader can 
obtain data on the Zargar.

And yet—one man among them has achieved 
notoriety. His name is Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, 
and he is a terrorist. Isn’t it sad that a whole people 
group can be falsely defined by one of of its most evil 
sons? He grew up in Jammu and Kashmir, and was 
involved in the 1989 kidnapping of the Indian home 
minister’s daughter. He has over three dozen murder 
cases registered against him, some of them for high-
level officials. 

The world in general may have little awareness about 
the Zargar people, but the God who “counts the 
number of the stars” and “gives names to all of them” 
(Psalm 147:4) also knows each Zargar man, woman, 
boy, and girl—by name! 

Please pray for this people group to encounter the one 
who made the stars and man. May the Zargar people 
come into a relationship with their loving creator. 
Pray for a disciple making movement involving 
the Zargar people to spread throughout Jammu and 
Kashmir.—CMW

HINDU AND MUSLIM ZARGAR 

… the eyes of your 
understanding being 
enlightened; that you may 
know what is the hope of 
his calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints,…

Make this your prayer for 
the Zargar people of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

20
DAY

Eph 1:18, NKJV
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I f you are a lover of ethnic pop music, you may be 
acquainted with the singer Lal Chand Yamla. He 

was a singer who gained great acclaim, performing 
even in California, and he is a member of the Batwal 
community. No other Batwals can report such happy 
travel tales.

The Batwal people live in Jammu and Kashmir. 
According to tradition, they were forced out of their 
Kashmiri settlements when India was attacked by 
Alexander the Great. At that time they discovered that 
neighbors had seized their homes and properties. The 
Batwal were reduced to becoming village watchmen.

The Batwal community is economically backward 
and is eligible for affirmative action by the 
government of India. But not much has been done 
to improve its position. Of late, many people have 
migrated to towns and cities to pursue jobs in the 
government, transportation, and trade.

The ones who remain in their clans practice 
Hinduism. Each clan has its own temple and male 
deity. Once a year, each family comes before the 
temple to bow, pray, and offer a goat in honor of the 
eldest son.

Pray for these Batwal people to know the one who was 
willing to become a sacrifice to pay for their sins once and 
for all. Bible translations, the JESUS Film, and gospel 
recordings are available in their language. Please ask 
God to motivate the people to avail themselves of these 
resources.—CMW

HINDU BATWAL PEOPLE 

Praise him with the 
tambourine and with 
dancing! Praise him with 
stringed instruments and 
the flute! Praise him with 
loud cymbals! Praise him 
with clanging cymbals! Let 
everything that has breath 
praise the Lord! Praise the 
Lord!

Pray that the musical 
Batwal people will soon 
use their abilities to lead 
many into praising his name 
throughout India!

21
DAY

Ps 150:4-6, NET
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(This story is intended to 
illustrate the attitudes of this 
people group.)

Santosh, a young man with 
deep-set eyes, sighed 

heavily when another string 
on his sarod instrument 
broke. It was the second 
time it had happened in one 

morning. His friend Dilpreet who sat ready at a tabla 
drum, commented, “Not again! Arad (a Hindu god) is 
not favoring us today.”

“Only if Arad even exists,” Santosh commented. 
Dilpreet’s face seemed to snap in Santosh’s direction. 
“What? Arad provides us with the ability to play 
these instruments. He makes it possible for our 
people to sing.…”

“I know the stories,” Santosh said. “But I wonder 
if they are only myths. I saw a movie online. It was 
about someone called Jesus. This movie told how he 
was sent from God.” Dilpreet commented, “From 
which God?” “The movie said there is only one God.” 
Dilpreet scowled and said, “Just get another string so 
we can play our music.”

Gardi people like these two men are skilled musicians 
and singers. They have gospel materials available 
online in their heart language of Dogri. But there is so 
much spiritual confusion from Hinduism that few, if 
any, have put their faith in Christ.

Pray for the Lord to speak clearly despite the plethora of 
false gods that are keeping the Gardi people from knowing 
him. Pray for his kingdom to come and his will to be done 
among the Gardi people of Jammu and Kashmir. Pray for 
a disciple making movement to soon emerge.—CL

HINDU GARDI PEOPLE

… may your kingdom come, 
may your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

Make this your prayer for 
the Gardi people today.

22
DAY

Matt 6:10, NET

109



(This story illustrates realities of 
the Jhinwar people.)

K ala sat quietly, listening to 
the sounds of night birds, 

and soaking in the serenity of 
a beautiful Indian sunset. Her 
name means "miracle," and that 
name is proving very fitting. 

The recent life-changing 
memory of her secret baptism dominated her 
thoughts. Her father told her recently that he 
was arranging a marriage for her to an older, 
successful Hindu man; one whom the gods would 
surely approve. He did not know she was already 

“betrothed” to the most wonderful man who ever 
lived, Jesus! She would surely welcome a miracle 
from her “husband” in this circumstance. 

Jhinwar people like Kala are 99.9 percent Hindu, 
although they use Siana, traditional medicine men, 
to remove evil spirits and seek cures for diseases. 
Formerly, Jhinwar people worked in flower mills 
and in the fishing trade. Recently, they have entered 
stone-cutting, agriculture, and the road-building 
professions. Education is not a priority for this people 
group, although the younger generations are being 
exposed to new ways.

Seventeen languages are spoken by Jhinwar people 
in 10 states in India including Jammu and Kashmir. 
Hindi is their primary language, and there are many 
Christian resources in this major language.

Pray that God's Holy Spirit will open new doors in 
hearts to positive change among the Jhinwar people. Pray 
that Jesus will be introduced to the Jhinwar people as the 
perfect groom.—KH

HINDU JHINWAR PEOPLE

Lift up your heads, o 
you gates! Lift up, you 
everlasting doors! And the 
king of glory shall come in. 
Who is this king of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, He is the 
king of glory. Selah.

Pray that the Jhinwar people 
will soon recognize Christ as 
the king of glory.

23
DAY

Ps 24:9-10, NKJV
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Since the creation of the world, God's invisible 
qualities have been clearly seen being understood 

from what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse ... their foolish hearts were darkened  
(Romans 1:20, 21b)

The 29,000 Basith people are a 100 percent Hindu, 
agricultural people group living in a predominantly 
Muslim part of Jammu and Kashmir. Their customs 
are similar to neighboring peoples, but they remain 
separate. They worship all deities of the Hindu 
pantheon, including their clan gods and goddesses. 
They are not vegetarian, and they drink alcohol.

Relationships between men and women among the 
Basith people are different from many groups in 
that area. When divorce occurs, the men become 
responsible for the children. Daughters share in 
potential inheritances that usually only goes to sons. 
Women contribute to family income by doing odd 
jobs, and they enjoy equal status with men. The 
Basith people prefer small families of three or  
fewer children.

Their primary language is Kashmiri, although some 
speak Hindi or Urdu as trade languages. The Bible, 
GRN audio resources, and the JESUS Film have 
been translated into each of their major languages.

Pray that Basith people will become sensitive to God's 
beautiful creation, and will ask, "Who made all of 
this?" Pray that God's Holy Spirit will send messengers 
able to communicate Almighty God's provision to these 
people who have been in bondage to dark spirits for 
centuries.—KH

HINDU BASITH PEOPLE

Even them I will bring to 
my holy mountain, and 
make them joyful in my 
house of prayer. Their 
burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be accepted 
on my altar; for my house 
shall be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.

Pray for this blessing to 
come upon the Basith 
people soon.

24
DAY

Is 56:7, NKJV
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HINDU BAIS RAJPUTS

I magine a community noted for being fierce 
warriors who won’t harm a snake even when 

it harms a member of their clan. The Bais Rajput 
people of India have a reverence for snakes; in fact 
they use the image of a cobra as their symbol.

The name, Bais Rajput means “occupiers of the soil.” 
They own much land and have others work their land. 
A Bais Rajput will not do manual labor themselves 
because of their high status. They live throughout 
India, but most live in two northern states. Their 
primary language is Hindi, though many in Kashmir 
speak Kashmiri. 

Like other Rajputs they are descended from an 
ancient Hindu warrior ruling class. They are famous 
for being military officers and for their ability to 
maintain their lands and possessions. At the time 
of the Mughal Empire, the Bais Rajputs were 
outstanding cavalry officers and called, “the spears 
of the sultan.” Today many are involved in trade and 
banking. They are known to be excellent athletes 
especially in field hockey.

Pray that the pride of the Bais Rajputs would not get in the 
way of their embracing Christ. Pray that the Lord would 
move members of the Bais Rajput community to see the 
JESUS Film that is available in Hindi. Pray that the Lord 
will send Christian workers to target this particular people 
and begin to build relationships with them.—DK

Jesus stood up and cried 
out, “If anyone is thirsty, let 
him come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me as 
the Scripture has said, ’Out 
of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water.’” 

Pray that the Bais Rajput of 
India would be thirsty for 
God’s forgiveness and come 
to the Lord Jesus for living 
water. 

25
DAY

John 7:37b-38, NIV
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In a region not far from Jammu and Kashmir, 
women are facing trauma from domestic violence, 

drug abuse in their families, sex trafficking, and 
suicide. Millions need psychological and spiritual 
healing from the traumas they face. In their 
Muslim cultures women are often kept under tight 
surveillance by the same men who cause the trauma 
in the first place. Male relatives are not always in the 
house, but TV sets are. 

In partnership with the American Bible Society and 
the Middle East Woman’s Leadership Network, 
there is an emerging effort to train Christian women 
in trauma counseling. With proper training these 
women can be used by God to mentor suffering 
women either in person or via television productions. 
Earlier this year they produced a 10-episode TV 
series on trauma healing in Farsi. The show modeled 
for viewers how to discuss trauma and the pathway 
to healing. They are starting a pilot program to train 
female leaders and media producers to reach women 
with the important message of trauma healing. 

This is only a small first step. It will eventually 
require a network of trained trauma counselers who 
are grounded in God’s word. There will need to be 
people available who can produce television shows 
that address these needs. (www.mideastwomen.org)

Pray for the Lord to raise up the right people to extend this 
effort. Pray for Christ to be honored and given his place as 
lord by women who are blessed by these efforts.—KC

TRAUMA HEALING TV PROJECTS

Jesus answered and said 
to her, “Whoever drinks of 
this water will thirst again, 
but whoever drinks of 
the water that I shall give 
him will never thirst. But 
the water that I shall give 
him will become in him a 
fountain of water springing 
up into everlasting life.”

Pray for the Lord to use this 
ministry to take the water of 
life to many women in the 
Muslim world.

26
DAY

 Jn 4:13-14, NKJV

113



HINDU OR SIKH BHATIA (AKA, 
BHATTI) RAJPUTS

The glory of the LORD shall 
be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together; for 
the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.

Pray that the Bhatia Rajputs 
will listen when the Lord 
opens his mouth to speak to 
them.

27
DAY

Is 40:5, NKJV

114

T raders, merchants, and 
moneylenders, the Bhatia 

are primarily a commercial 
people, though they were not 
always so. Once upon a time, 
the Bhatia were a warrior race. 
The word Bhatia is taken from 
the Bhatti or Bhati dynasty – 
ruled by a warrior-king named 
Raja Bhoopat.

Once largely focused in what 
is now India’s north, the 
Bhatia were, in a way, the 
gatekeepers of India. Any 
would-be invaders from 

Central Asia would be forced to face the renowned 
Bhatia Rajputs. Over time, the people fractured, and 
today they can be found in many northern states, 
with a diversity of languages and cultural markers. 
Some reside in Jammu and Kashmir, but just to the 
south others live in Punjab where they can be either 
Sikh or Hindu. These Bhatia people speak either 
Hindi or Punjabi, but they can also read and write in 
their Gurmukhi language. The Bhatia here prefer to 
maintain marriages only within their group. Others 
live in Haryana or further south in Rajastan and 
Gujarat. A privileged minority have managed to 
migrate to the US or Germany for a higher education.

Pray for the Bhatia to encounter the Lord in dreams 
and visions. Pray for a great harvest to begin among 
the Bhatia people, and for many to become missionaries 
throughout the highly unreached parts of northern India. 
Pray for a strong community of believers to rise up 
amongst the Bhatia.—BK
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This people group is descended from two brothers, 
Aalha and Udal, renowned for fierceness and 

bravery in battle. They are the Chandel Rajputs.  
They are so famous for their bravery and fierceness 
that in some parts of India songs are still sung of  
their exploits.

The Chandel Rajputs were a powerful people, and 
they often dominated and subdued other peoples. 
During the 12th century they possessed significant 
territory. However, they were conquered in the 13th 
century by the Gaharwars. 

The Chandel are said to be numbered among the 36 
royal races. Though the Chandel can be found in  
large numbers, other Rajputs call them Jats, which 
means that they do not consider Chandels to be part 
of their communities.

Located primarily in India’s northern states, the 
Chandel inhabit such states as Punjab, Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, and Jammu and Kashmir. They 
speak Hindi and observe Hinduism as their primary 
religion. The gospel is not known to have made any 
progress as of yet among the Chandel Rajputs.

Pray that the Lord would reach out to the Chandel 
through dreams and visions and through his word. Pray 
for spiritual sensitivity for these Rajputs, that they would 
know truth when they encounter Christ. Pray for materi-
als and resources to be made available to the Chandel 
Rajputs, and for missionaries to take to the field. Pray that 
the Chandel Rajputs would soon discover their true worth 
in Christ.—BK

HINDU CHANDEL RAJPUT

Cursed be their anger, for 
it was fierce, and their fury, 
for it was cruel. I will divide 
them in Jacob, and scatter 
them in Israel!

Pray that the curse of 
violence and pride will be 
broken.

28
DAY

Gen 49:7, NET
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H ow many of you like to 
hear about a people that 

has advanced in a positive 
way? The Mahtam people, also 
called the Rai Sikhs, have done 
just that. They are a dignified 
and proud people who have 
advanced from common 
labor jobs of farming and 
rope making into professional 
occupations. Many are in the 
fields of business, education, 
and medicine. Historically 
most Mahtam people lived in 

the eastern region of present day Pakistan. Today 
most of their population of 655,000 live in India’s 
Punjab State, but some live further north in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

For a long time the Rai Sikh community has 
resented other political parties that have ignored 
them. With perseverance they currently have gained 
a stronger voice in the Punjabi government by 
securing more assembly seats. 

The word “Sikh” in the Punjabi language means 
“disciple.” They are disciples of their founder, Guru 
Nanak (1469) and nine other successive gurus; the 
final one died in 1708. They believe there is only 
one God and he is the same God for all people and 
all religions. They condemn rituals such as fasting, 
visiting places of pilgrimage, superstitions, worship 
of the dead, and idol worship. They believe that 
salvation is achieved through meditation, the guru’s 
grace, and service to a guru or service to people. 

Pray that the Rai Sikhs will receive God’s grace, truth, and 
new life through Jesus.—PD

SIKH MAHTAM PEOPLE  
(AKA, RAI SIKHS)

The fear of the Lord is to 
hate evil; I hate arrogant 
pride and the evil way and 
perverse utterances.

Pray that the Rai Sikhs 
will learn to hate arrogant 
pride, and find the spiritual 
humility it takes to embrace 
the Lord.

29
DAY

Pro 8:13, NET
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(This story illustrates possible 
attitudes of this people.)

The Ramdasia Sikh man 
looked troubled as he 

began to talk to his guru. “I 
have this Christian friend 
who believes that Jesus has 
forgiven his sins, and when 
he dies he will go to heaven 
to be with God. I read a Bible 
verse he gave me in which 
Jesus said, ‘I’m the way and 

the truth and the life.’ I’ve always tried to be a faithful 
Sikh, and I know that according to our scriptures 
that God created 8,400,000 forms of life, and that 
we won’t gain spiritual wisdom if we do not obey our 
gurus. Our scriptures say that the way to be cleansed 
from sin is to go through many rebirths. I wonder 
if Jesus may be the true way to God.” The Guru 
responded, “Jesus was a good man, but he is not God. 
All people will be reincarnated until they become 
Sikhs; then they have a chance to reach God. We are 
the right way.”

About 80 percent of the 505,000 Ramdasia Sikhs reside in 
Punjab. Others are found in various parts of India includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir. Once known primarily as basket 
weavers, today they have advanced in areas of agriculture, 
business, and education. Pray that the Ramdasia Sikhs 
will hear God's word, accept it, and enter the grace and 
joy of knowing that the living Lord is the true way to 
salvation.—PD

RAMDASIA SIKHS

Ask, and it will be given 
to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you.

Pray that many members 
of the Ramdasia Sikh 
community will soon knock, 
seek, and find the Lord.

30
DAY

Matt 7:7, NKJV
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This book is far more significant than its title may suggest. It is a missiological mine, 
from which readers may bring up valuable material, not only about megachurches, 

but also on migration and diaspora, multiple patterns of church and ministry, inter-
cultural relations in mission, the place of Korea in World Christianity, South-South 
dynamics in mission, and many other topics. It deserves a wide circulation.

Andrew F. Walls
University of Edinburgh, Liverpool Hope University,

and Akrofi-Christaller Institute, Ghana

In an age of shifting demographics and evolving mission structures, Megachurch 
Accountability is a timely and important book. Around the world, megachurches are 
shaping missional conversations and providing vast resources for missions and out-
reach. The authors reflect on this growing phenomenon from historical, missiological, 
biblical, and practical perspectives. I highly recommend this book as a substantial con-
tribution to an urgent conversation about contemporary mission practices.

Dana L. Robert
Truman Collins Professor of World Christianity and History of Mission

Boston University School of Theology

Megachurch Accountability in Missions exposes a tendency present globally, but particu-
larly in Korean and Korean American churches, for megachurches to become unilateral 
sending agencies. Too often the result ignores the value of partnerships with experi-
enced mission agencies and is insensitive to local contexts. The multicultural presenta-
tions and responses in this book provide valuable insights and practical guidance for 
greater missional effectiveness of churches large and small.

Jerry Rankin, President Emeritus
International Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention

Megachurches should take on missional responsibilities worthy of their size and capa-
bility. Based on the Bible’s teaching regarding the church’s divine purpose and with 
many examples from around the world, this book will serve as a guideline for examin-
ing where megachurches now stand and the direction in which they are headed.

Billy Kim
Former President, Baptist World Alliance

Chairman, Far East Broadcasting Company in Korea
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since 2008. Dwight P. Baker was Associate Editor of the International Bulletin of Mis-
sionary Research from 2002 to 2015. J. Nelson Jennings is Global Engagement Director 
for Global Mapping International (www.gmi.org). Jae Hoon Lee is Senior Pastor of Onnuri 
Community Church, Seoul, Korea. Steve Sang-Cheol Moon is Executive Director of the 
Korea Research Institute for Mission, Seoul, Korea.
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Megachurches are of relatively recent 
vintage. Their numerical strength invests 
them with social and financial power. 
To whom, if anyone, however, are 
megachurches accountable? What role 
do they play as innovators in missions? 
How have their enormous influence and 
financial strength been harnessed? What 
lessons can be learned? What course 
corrections ought to be made? Over the 
course of a week, the third meeting of 
the Korean Global Mission Leadership 
Forum (KGMLF), held in Korea in 2015, 
addressed these and related questions. 
Combining the insights of a rich mix of 
Korean and international megachurch 
leaders and scholars, Megachurch 
Accountability in Missions: Korean 
and Global Case Studies offers analysis, 
critique, and positive recommendations 
for future megachurch engagement in 
mission. This book is the third volume in 
KGMLF’s Accountability in Missions 
series.
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This biography is more than one man’s interpretation of another person’s life—it has numerous 

traits of an autobiography. Donald McGavran, His Early Life and Ministry: An Apostolic Vision 

for Reaching the Nations includes insights gleaned from archives, as well as hours of discussion 

with both Donald and Mary McGavran about the interpretation applied to particular events. 

www.missionbooks.org

Vern Middleton has been a lifelong church planter and missions 

professor. He served in India from 1965 to 1976. During his time in 

India he was mentored by Donald McGavran and they formed a close 

friendship in ministry and church planting experiences. It was out of 

this context that interest grew to write McGavran’s biography.  During 

the last decade of McGavran’s life Middleton had opportunity to 

interact with him on virtually every page of the biography.

a biography

donald mcgavran

An Apostolic Vision for Reaching the Nations

donald mcgavran
h i s  e a r ly  l i f e  a n d  m i n i s t r y

When I was young, during a summer in Mexico City I read Church Growth in Mexico, 

one of Donald McGavran's first books. What a revelation. He described “ten Mexicos”—

Mexico City, Liberal Cities, Conservative Cities, Tight Little Towns, Roman Ranchos, 

Revolutionary Ranchos and Ejidos, Indian Tribes, Tabasco, Northern Border Country, and 

Oscar’s Masses. This analytical approach, this categorizing, this managerial perspective, 

was a breath of fresh air for me. I glimpsed how to begin making missiological sense of 

the maelstrom. I have been grateful ever since. 

Miriam Adeney, PhD

associate professor of World Christian Studies, Seattle Pacific University 

teaching fellow, Regent College

Donald McGavran was one of the most important missiologists of the twentieth century, 

and no one is better equipped to write his biography than Vern Middleton. This work 

carefully traces the development of McGavran's thought from that of a traditional 

missionary who operated mission institutions, to a bold thinker and innovator who 

challenged both ecumenical and evangelical groups to discover new paradigms in mission.

Paul E. Pierson, PhD

dean emeritus, School of Intercultural Studies, Fuller Theological Seminary
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