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• Pray for a radical change in deep-seated prejudices and biases against Christianity. Pray 
against a spirit of fear and for local believers to persist in following Jesus, whatever the 
cost. 

• Pray for wise leadership to peacefully navigate the tense rivalry between staunch 
nationalists and radical Islamists. 

• Pray for the work of evangelism to go forth in power despite increased hostilities and bitter 
persecution toward believers. 

• Pray also for families to see and accept a new life in Christ as something good and 
separate from simply conversion to a foreign religion. 

• Pray that Turkish leaders may be discerning and wise in developing sound relationships 
bolstered by both wholesome biblical applications and structures designed for holistic, 
reproducible growth. 

 
 

TURKEY 2017 

A mix of antiquity and innovation, the nation of Turkey combines 
modernized industry with traditional agriculture to be the sixteenth largest 
economy in the world.  Simultaneously one of the poorer nations of Europe 
yet also the most developed of the Turkic countries in Central and Western 
Asia, Turkey has acted as a bridge between these two worlds while 
remaining separate from either. 
  
In spite of growth, the economy continues to be hindered by a high deficit 
and is dependent on unreliable, short-term investments.  The Kurdish 
people, who compose nearly one fifth of the total population within 
Turkey, are in dispute with the Turks over ethnic recognition.  Although the 
Kurdish language can legally be used in print and spoken in public settings, 
the government will often prosecute Kurd speakers and confiscate 
publications under the guise of prohibiting separatist propaganda.  In 
response, the Kurds have sometimes violently demanded cultural rights, 
resulting in conflicts that have taken the lives of over thirty thousand 
people since the early 1980's.  Security forces are also fighting narcotics 
trafficking from Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan into Europe. 
  
Even though it was one of the earliest mission fields and home to many 
New Testament churches, hostility and persecution of Christians is strong in 
Turkey.  It is culturally accepted that to be a Turk, one must be Muslim, 
even if nominally so, and over 98 percent claim the faith.  Muslim 
extremists, government intimidation, and family pressure discourage many 
from coming to Christ and there is a deep national resentment towards 
Christianity, making evangelism more difficult.  Even in the midst of 
persecution, God still stands, and He is calling out to His people of Turkey 
to accept the love and peace that only comes from him. 
 

GIVE THANKS 

 
 

Give praise for 
the slow but 

steady growth of 
the Turkish 
Evangelical 
Christianity. 

 

OPERATION WORLD 

 

http://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html
http://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html
http://www.globalprn.com/prayer-resources/religions-of-the-world/
http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html


 

PRAY FOR THE MUSLIM WORLD 

 

 
 

 

 
 

• Many of the ethnic Muslim majorities stay isolated in their own communities and are 
difficult to reach. 

• The Alevi – up to 25% of Turkey’s population, follow Islam but have a high regard for Jesus 

• Over 620 000 Iranians remained in Turkey after they fled the 1979 Islamic revolution.  They 
need Christian ministry among them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are three big trends in Turkey at the moment: the presence of radical Islam, 
the ethnic conflict, and the changing political scene.  
Each of these trends are linked and affect the Church in Turkey. Persecution in 
Turkey is shaped by Islamic Oppression.  
Pressure on Believers from a Muslim Background is especially acute in the private 
sphere and is mainly exerted by the social environment. The overall pressure is 
fired by Turkish nationalism and a regime that aims to Islamize the country. 
 

Although there may be a few believers or even a few churches, they are a 
people group among which there is no indigenous community of believing 
Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize their own 
people group. 

A total of 45 People Groups are Unreached –  

78,606,000 people who have limited or NO access to the Gospel. 
 

THE UNREACHED  

 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Turkey has an estimated 2.6 million refugees spread around the country. 
One church decided to get involved by volunteering to take responsibility 
for one day a week at the local refuge center. They provide one hundred 
boxes of food at the cost of twenty-five dollars per box. They did not know 
where the money would come from to provide these food boxes, but 
through God’s faithfulness, the church has been able to meet its 
commitment. Praise God for His ability to provide all that we need. 
 

#37  
on the Open Doors WWL of countries who face the worst 

Christian persecution. 
 

THE 10/40 WINDOW 

 

JOSHUA PROJECT 

• Turkey is gradually enforcing Islamic influence, and discrimination 
against Christians, and other religious minorities, is increasing. Pray for 
God to enable those experiencing persecution to place all hope and trust 
in him. 

• Pray for converts from a Muslim background to minister graciously and 
wisely to their families. They often experience heavy pressure from 
family, friends, and their community to return to Islam.  

• Pray for those who are labelled and treated as traitors after embracing 
the Christian faith. While conversion is not prohibited by Turkish law, 
there are heavy social and familial implications. 

 

http://www.globalprn.com/prayer-resources/religions-of-the-world/
https://www.opendoors.org.za/eng/persecuted_christians/world_watch_list/
https://www.1040windowreporter.com/prayer-points
https://www.1040windowreporter.com/prayer-points
http://legacy.joshuaproject.net/ethne.php?es=6&rog3=NI&sf=peopnameincountry&so=desc
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NOTES 

GOVERNMENTAL ELECTION 

http://www.theglobalwatch.com/
http://www.globalprn.com/
http://www.globalprn.com/

